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NEWS&VIEWS

Dear Friends,  
Preparations for our Annual Meeting are 
underway. If you haven’t already, please add 
it to your calendar: Sunday, May 22nd at 1pm 
(on Zoom). Those attending the service in 
person will need to plan to be in front of a 
screen by 1pm. A draft agenda is included in 
this newsletter. A finalized agenda will follow 
soon as the official warning of the meeting, 
followed later by the annual report and 
proposed budget.  

As I gather the information for the annual 
report, I take time to reflect on the past 
church year. In my view, it has been a rocky 
but ultimate a very hopeful year. After much 
trial and error, we have figured out how to 
provide a fairly consistent hybrid service for 
those who are home or far away, the RE 
Committee hosted a successful series of 
outdoor Sunday afternoons for kids and teens 

and their families, and our tower repair and 
restoration project was completed. All three 
of these efforts took teamwork, ingenuity, and 
persistence. Thank you to all who had a hand 
in one or more of these accomplishments.  

It is this spirit of teamwork, the sense of 
community and the inherent care we take of 
one another, and the inspiration I draw from 
the Sunday services and from each of you that 
make being part of UU Church of Rutland so 
meaningful for me. I am nearing the end of 
my second year as church president. It 
continues to be an honor and a privilege to 
serve in this way.  

Here’s to the renewed hope of Spring, may it 
reawaken our senses and brighten our days. 

Be well, 
Kimberly
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“I would never want Ukraine to be a piece on the map, on 
the chessboard of big global players, so that someone 
could toss us around, use us as cover, as part of some 
bargain.”                    -Volodymyr Zelensky

Annual Canvass Update 
As of April 18, we were about 90% of the way towards 
our goal for this canvass. We are grateful for the 
generous support of all those who have sent in pledges. 
We still hope to hear from a few more members and 
encourage you to send in a pledge if you have not done 
so already. A Canvass is considered a success by the 
amount of money pledged AND by the number of 
people who pledge. Every pledge, of any amount, 
makes a difference. 

The Board will be putting together the budget to 
present at the Annual Meeting on May 22nd. It is critical 
for them to have an idea of the support expected from 
the congregation to be able to prepare a realistic 
budget that we can afford for the coming year. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Cathy Thomas  catherinethomas922@gmail.com  or 
Kimberly Bushnell kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com 

The Canvass Committee 
Cathy Thomas (Chair) and Kimberly Bushnell (Church 
President)

http://rutlanduu.org
mailto:uurutland@gmail.com
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/volodymyr-zelensky-quotes
mailto:catherinethomas922@gmail.com
mailto:kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com
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There is great and noisy anguish at my house 
today, especially visible from my balcony, 
which overlooks the sheep pasture. 

Our three sheep were sheared earlier this 
morning. The three lambs (who were not 
sheared, this being their first spring) don’t 
recognize their mothers, who look very 
unfamiliar and who don’t smell l ike 
themselves either, since much of their smell 
resides in their wool. The lambs are not sure 
who these strange skinny-looking creatures 
are let alone which one to approach for milk, 
so they complain, loudly. As the day 
progresses, the moms wil l get a bit 
uncomfortable waiting 
for their babies to nurse, 
so they’ll complain too. 
The shorn sheep don’t 
recognize one another, so 
they shy away from each 
other, occasionally butt 
o n e a n o t h e r , a n d 
g e n e r a l l y a c t v e r y 
skittish. One of them 
looks at another and 
says, loudly, in Sheep, 
“You look strange and a 
bit scary: go away!” And the other responds, 
“No! You look strange and scary: you go 
away!” And they scream, in Sheep. They do 
look different: not only do they look a lot 
thinner, but once their heavy wool coats are 
removed, each of them reveals somewhat 
different coloring right next to their skin, and 
they all look very exposed. Since they’re all so 
unsettled, they huddle near their pen rather 
than going out to their pasture, which means 
each disgruntled sheep encounters another 
disgruntled sheep more often than usual. Then 
they baa, a lot, loudly and rather mournfully. 
So, they all wander around, looking vaguely 
bewildered, eyeing one another suspiciously 
and complaining. In a few hours they’ll begin 
to adjust and by tomorrow or the day after 
they’ll all be fine again – this happens every 
year when they’re shorn - but right now life 
obviously feels peculiar, and I suppose they all 
just want those wooly coats back on so they 

look and smell familiar. They do NOT like this 
change! 

Change is often challenging, whether it’s a 
change we resist or one we welcome. I think of 
how odd it felt two years ago when suddenly 
worship services and meetings and social 
encounters were all conducted on a computer 
screen full of little boxes, each box containing 
the face or two. Suddenly no one existed below 
their shoulders. We met cats and dogs and got 
used to tails going past the faces in the little 
boxes. For a few weeks this Zoom-world felt 
very strange, but over time, we relaxed into it. 
We got comfortable with services and 

meetings on Zoom, we 
learned to listen to music 
together rather than 
singing together, and we 
figured out how to do 
Joys and Concerns. We 
felt safe being apart – we 
even delighted in seeing 
entire faces of the people 
in the boxes since all our 
in-person encounters 
were with people who 

were masked. And once 
we got used to it, Zoom was convenient: no 
driving required, no getting dressed up, no 
going out in the cold or rain. We adapted, and 
it became familiar. 

Now we’re back in the land of uncertainty. 
Masks are required; they’re recommended 
though not required; they’re rejected. And 
regardless of the regulations, when do I wear a 
mask? If I’m going into a store and no one else 
is wearing one, do I take mine off so I won’t 
look paranoid? Or leave it on to protect my 
health, or to make a statement? At an art show 
a few days ago (the first I’d attended in over 
two years!), most of us wore masks when we 
entered, but if we wanted a snack or a drink, 
we removed them, so we were a shifting blend 
of masked and unmasked, socially distanced 
and not. No consistency at all. 

Continued on the following page… 

Playing the bandura.
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And what to do about in-person gatherings, 
especially in church? Most UU congregations 
are not serving coffee hour in their buildings 
after service - but I’ve encountered several 
UU people in other settings, some masked, 
some maskless, and several of them eating 
(including me). Does a virus stop at the door 
to a restaurant? Or is the risk low enough to 
not worry about it? If we can eat in 
restaurants, why don’t we have coffee hour 
after service? For me, it’s because I want our 
churches to err on the side of caution: I don’t 
want Covid traced back to a church gathering. 
But most of us are vaccinated, so we’re 
unlikely to get anything serious – maybe 
‘feeling normal’ is worth the risk? What about 
long Covid? I know a few people who weren’t 
very sick with Covid itself but who still 
struggle with the aftereffects. I also know that 
other churches have returned to pot-lucks. 
Are we UUs being overly cautious? Or are we 
being more honest about the risks, and more 
patient? What I do know, underneath all 
those questions, is that I’m really ready to just 
have us all Come Back to Church, even if 
some of us pull a chair off into a corner to 
keep distance, leave right after service and 
wear masks for years. I want all of us – even 
me – to feel safe in our building, even though 
I know it may not be time yet for some of us. 

I watch those sheep as they try to navigate 
their changes, try to figure out who to get 
close to and who to mistrust. The moms and 
babies are the first to reconnect, but even that 
is choppy – the moms know their babies, but 
the babies are suspicious. For days after the 
ewes and lambs have decided how to 
approach one another, the adults remain a bit 
distanced and nervous. Over the next several 
months, they’ll go through this process again 
as some of them are sold off or slaughtered or 
a new ram is introduced, and they’ll have to 
adapt to a new herd size and constellation. 
They’ll complain again, loudly, and they’ll be 
confused. Rather like us people. 

When you’re ready – when the numbers are 
low enough (and that’s different for each of 
us); when you’ve had boosters; when you’ve 
risked being together in other settings; maybe 
just when all of this is too tiring; or when a 
preventive medication is more available or…, 
or…, – but someday, I just hope all of us are 
ready to come back to church. I know there 
are some who live too far away, or whose 
health status or mobility make attending by 
Zoom preferable (and I’m very glad we can 
offer that option!), but I’m ready to see most 
of us in person, filling our chairs with real 
bodies. May it be so. 

Shalom and Salaam, 
Rev. Barbara 

“Pysanka” or Ukranian eggs, are a tradition that go back to pagan times. They are placed in houses and barns in 
auspicious locations to grant protection. These were made by New York based artist Sofika Zielyk.
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RE NEWS 
On May 1st and June 12th, RE will hold our last 
outdoor gatherings for families at Pine Hill Park 
on the first Sunday of the month, from 
1-2:30pm. We will continue to draw from the 
UUA curriculum, “Circle of Trees”, which 
explores nature and spirituality that we can 
witness in our local forests. On June 12th, we 
will be using the church after the service to hold 
a scavenger hunt for our last gathering. This 
will introduce anyone who hasn’t been in the 
church to our space for the first time. We are 
planning to go back to our indoor classes during 
service time on the first Sunday of each month 
for the 2022-2023 church year.  

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… 
In this issue, we spend time appreciating the 
folk arts of our beleaguered friends in Ukraine. 
Our hearts are with them. In my brief research 
to gather the photos, I felt such appreciation for 
their traditions of adding beauty and color to 
everyday items and spaces. Photos are 
borrowed liberally from the world-wide web, 
and where credited, that credit is maintained in 
UU News&Views. The editor is grateful to the 
sources for lending their beauty and visual 
concepts to our humble newsletter.
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Announcements

Embroidery on a sorochka (man’s shirt).
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Board Notes: Highlights from the 
trustee meeting on April 4, 2022  
TREASURER’S REPORT: Diane Sander reported 
that our cash flow is good, and the budget is on 
track. Diane will be stepping down from the 
treasurer’s position. She is committed to a 
smooth transition and will work with the new 
treasurer, Kris Call in the office, and the 
accounting firm to make sure it is. Since Little 
Harry’s is closed at this time but expects to open 
again in June, a bill for the alley parking spaces 
will be sent then.  

CANVASS COMMITTEE: Committee chair, Cathy 
Thomas is hopeful that we will meet our pledge 
d r i v e g o a l o f 
$ 6 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e 
C a n v a s s 
C o m m i t t e e 
h o s t e d a n 
outdoor coffee 
hour on Sunday, 
April 3, it was 
well received. 

R E 
C O M M I T T E E : 
R E C h a i r 
M a r g a r e t 
Francoeur-Dunne 
reports that the 
c o m m i t t e e i s 
thinking of ways 
to transition from 
outside RE activities to indoor events that are of 
interest to UU and non-UU families, including 
contra dances, OWL and focusing on world 
religions next year. They will also discuss with the 
Sunday Service Committee the possibility of 
adding a family focused portion to the summer 
solstice event. 

ENDOWMENT: Working with the new treasurer 
and others, protocols and procedures will be 
developed. If there are by-law changes needed, 
they will be addressed at next year’s annual 
meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS: Rebecca Mattis noted the shift 
to more people in the Sanctuary than on Zoom. 
The technology issues are continuing to be 
resolved. Rev. Barbara Threet wondered if the 
shift from truly hybrid to sanctuary-based 
services with zoom access might eliminate some 
of the technical problems.  

PARKING: The parking issue has been resolved. 
The Childcare Center is renting one more parking 
spot, as they requested. 

P A N D E M I C P R O T O C O L S : T h e B o a r d 
reconfirmed the e-vote to approve passing the 
collection plate. Masks will continue to be 
required.  

BUDGET: Diane Sander received updates from 
the committees with their requests for funding 
next year. Sara Meling has new ideas for 
expanding Membership and Outreach. Other 
budget items were discussed. 

SEXTON: Our church sexton, Chad Crispe, is 
leaving in April. Building and Grounds Chair Ivan 
Smith is looking at a plan where Mike Nagle, our 
former sexton, could step back in for the summer 
and Dave Darton could handle the winter. 

MOTION: The 
B o a r d 
supports the 
p l a n o f 
Buildings and 
G r o u n d s t o 
handle the tag 
team of Mike 
N a g l e a n d 
Dave Darton 
a s s e x t o n s . 
M a d e b y 
K i m b e r l y 
B u s h n e l l , 
seconded by 
Y v o n n e 
B r u n o t . 
M O T I O N 

PASSED. 

VERMONT QUEBEC UU CONVENTION: Motion 
to have Rebecca Mattis attend the Convention in 
Derby Line as our delegate, moved by Kimberly 
Bushnell and seconded by Diane Sander. 
MOTION PASSED. 

A.R.T. PERFORMANCE: Their upcoming 
performances are a fundraiser for mental health. 
The Board declined the offer to host concession, 
in keeping with the current pandemic protocol of 
no eating in the sanctuary. 

ANNUAL MEETING: The Board will be 
conducting the Annual meeting via zoom at 1pm 
on Sunday, May 22nd. 

UUA CONFERENCE: Motion made by Kimberly 
Bushnell to have Rebecca Mattis be a delegate at 
the UUA Annual Conference in June. Seconded 
by Marcia Foley. MOTION PASSED. A second 
delegate is needed.  

Next Board Meeting is on May 2, 2022. 

Traditional Ukranian flower crowns. Photo by Dominika Dyka.
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Annual Meeting 
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Rutland will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 22nd, at 1pm on Zoom. 
All members of the church are encouraged to attend. Friends of the church are welcome as well, although unable to 
vote. Per the bylaws, notice of the meeting will be sent to members by first class mail. It will be followed electronically 
by the agenda, the 2022 Annual Report which includes reports from the Church President, our Minister Rev. Barbara 
Threet, and the church committees, as well as year-end financials from church year 2021-2022, the proposed budget 
for 2022-2023 church year which begins on July 1st. Additionally, there will be a proposed bylaw change to allow 
electronic means in addition to USPS and hand delivery of all-church meetings such as Annual Meeting.  

If you have questions or suggestions for the agenda, please let any member of the board know as soon as possible. 

Draft Agenda for this year’s Annual Meeting includes: 

1.       Call to order 

2.       Review of Robert’s Rules of Order 

3.       Approval of last year’s Annual Meeting minutes 

4.       Minister’s Comments 

5.       Old business 

6.       President's and Committee reports 

7.       Approval of budget 

8.       Election of officers – slate proposed by Leadership Development Committee 

9.       New business 
     a.       Tower Restoration Project – final report 
     b.       Bylaw change 
     c.       Concerns and opportunities for 

the coming year 

10.     Other business 

11.      Adjournment  
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Traditional pottery with petrykivka patterns.
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Poet’s Corner 

“Don’t Quit” 
by John Greenleaf Whittier 

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,  
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill,  
When the funds are low and the debts are high,  
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh.  
When care is pressing you down a bit,  
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.  

Life is strange with its twists and 
turns  
As every one of us sometimes 
learns  
And many a failure comes about  
When he might have won had he 
stuck it out.  
Don’t give up though the pace 
seems slow  
You may succeed with another 
blow.  

Success is failure turned inside out  
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,  
And you can never tell how close you are-  
It may be near when it seems so far.  
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit  
It’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.  

For all the sad words of tongue or pen  
The saddest are these: “It might have been!” 

Artist Maria Prymachenko draws on folk traditions in her work.
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Upcoming Services: May and June 
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May 1st: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“ T h e M a n B e h i n d t h e S e r m o n 
Defining American Unitarianism” 
On May 5, 1819, a Christian minister named 
William Ellery Channing gave a sermon in 
Baltimore. He’d been labeled a “unitarian,” 
in contrast to a Trinitarian, which most 
Christians were. The term ‘“unitarian” was 
derisive, meant as an insult. In that sermon, 
he proudly claimed that label.   It's the 
sermon that gave our faith a capital letter. It 
was an hour and a half long, and I will NOT 
read it to you! I will explore who Channing 
was and how deeply he 
influenced Unitarianism, 
providing background for next 
week’s service from the 
Baltimore church on the 
anniversary of that very 
important sermon. 

May 8th:  
Recorded service from 
First Unitarian Church of 
Baltimore 
Each May, this UU church 
observes what they call 
“Union Sunday,” in honor of 
a sermon delivered there on 
May 5, 1819 by a minister 
named William Ellery Channing.   It’s now 
called simply “the Baltimore Sermon” and it 
i s r e g a r d e d a s t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f 
independence by the then-emerging 
Unitarian Church. We’ll learn more about its 
history and significance on May 1st. The 
service features speakers, music and guests 
from across our UU congregations, and it’s 
quite a celebration of our faith! 

May 15th: Kevin Kiefaber hosts 
“The Sixth Principle” 
Kevin will be reading a sermon by Rev. Sean 
Parker Dennison on the UU Sixth Principle, 
from “Seven Principles in Word & 
Worship.”   The   Sixth Principle is “the goal 
of world community with peace, liberty and 
justice for all.”   

May 22nd: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“Grandparenting” 
Becoming a parent (as anyone who’s done so 
knows), is life-transforming. Life is just 
different with the addition of another 
person, no matter how involved or 
connected you are or aren’t over the years. 
Becoming a grandparent is transformative 
too, but in quite different ways. We’ll reflect 
on some of them. 

May 29th: Cathy Archer hosts 
“The Seventh Principle” 
Cathy will be reading a sermon 
by Rev. Forrest Gilmore on the 
UU Seventh Principle, from 
“Seven Principles in Word & 
W o r s h i p . ”   T h e S e v e n t h 
Principle is “respect for the 
interdependent web of all 
existence of which we are a 
part.”  

June 5th: Rev. Barbara 
Threet 

“These Sweet June Days” 
Our hymnal says, “The sweet 
June days are come again…
Oh, how our cup o’er brims 

with good...for all the joys of field and wood 
we lift our song of praise.”   What do June 
and summertime mean this year, after so 
many, many unusual months, including two 
peculiar summers? 

June 12th: Sunday Service Committee 
“Flower Communion” 
Looking Back, with Flowers:   We’ll celebrate 
and remember some of the significant 
moments and events of this past church 
year, hold our annual Flower Ceremony, and 
close out this church year with ice cream! 
Please bring a flower or two, and while ice 
cream and toppings will be provided, if you 
have a special favorite topping you’d love to 
have others know about, here’s your chance!

Traditional home and pottery decorated 
with petrykivka, a folk painting style. 
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NEWS&VIEWS 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

U p c o m i n g 
Events
May 1st UU History with Rev. Barbara (for new members and friends)

May 1st Circle of Trees

May 22nd Annual Meeting (via Zoom)

June 12th Flower Communion (last regular service of 2021-2022)

June 12th Circle of Trees- scavenger hunt at the church

Traditional patterns used in vyshyvanka 
(embroidered shirts) by region.

“R
adist” (m

eaning “Joy”). Photo by O
leh M

elnyk.
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