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President’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 

It’s summer! But you knew that. I get excited 
by the shift in pace summer brings. There is a 
little less structure and a little more time for 
play. Church-wise this means a break from 
weekly services and the opportunity for the 
Sunday Service Committee to “play” with 
hybrid services. These services will be held in 
person in the sanctuary with the option to 
zoom-in from home. I hope you will be able to 
attend some or all of these. Your feedback will 
be invaluable to the SSC as they experiment 
with what will work best going forward, and 
your reward will be participating in interesting 
and heartfelt services. As a librarian, I am 
particularly curious about Nancy Weis’ service 
on the books we’ve read for solace during the 
last year. Bruce Douglas will be leading one 
with song. Live music in the sanctuary! What a 
treat after so long. 

With the work slated to begin soon, I am 
pleased to announce that we have received over 
$4,800 in individual donations towards the 
Tower Restoration Campaign. With the 
anonymous donors’ pledge of a 1:1 match for 
the first $10,000 raised, it means we have 
raised $9,600 so far! This matching pledge is 
only available until Labor Day. Please take a 
moment now to consider if you are able to help 
us unlock the rest of the match. I have to say 

that is a heady feeling when donations, small 
and large, instantly double in size! 

Donations for the Tower Restoration may be 
sent to UUCR, PO Box 754, Rutland, VT 05702. 
Please write “tower project” in the memo line. 
Your generosity, and the generosity behind the 
1:1 pledge, is deeply appreciated. The work we 
do to repair and restore our historic tower 
echoes our lasting commitment to our faith 
community. Thank you. 

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the work of 
the Re-opening Task Force. With everchanging 
guidelines and so many unknowns, they have a 
lot to consider and plan for. One plan they have 
made is to hold a work party, Sunday, August 
22. They have a growing list of things which 
need to be done in advance of the official re-
opening of our building. Please put the date on 
your calendar. Many hands make light work. 
Our collective energy and elbow grease will do 
much to reawaken our building and sanctuary 
which has been quiet for so long. 

I wish you well. I hope your summer is all that 
you hope it will be. I look forward to seeing you 
soon, at a summer service or in the fall when 
we gather again. 

Happy Summer 
Kimberly 
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“Be like the flower, turn your 
face to the sun.” 
	 	 	 	 - Kahlil Gibran

Time lapse of summer solstice north of the Arctic Circle. Photo by Alamy.

Farewell Tejal 

As most of you know, Tejal Dholakia has 
been our administrative assistant in the 

church office for many years. 
 We appreciate her hard work and dedication 
on our behalf and wish her much happiness 

and success in the future.  

Kimberly  
On behalf of the Board 
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk…

Well, it’s been quite a week for confronting 
racism in our country! 

On Tuesday, June 15th, a moderate won a 
close election to become the next President 
of the Southern 
Baptist church. The candidates disagreed 
on several issues, including racial 
reconciliation and gender roles. Some 
c o n t r o v e r s y h a d t o d o w i t h t h e 
denomination’s adoption in 2019 of critical 
race theory as one way to address racial 
inequities. The more conservative wing 
hoped to overturn that action, but the 
moderate wing passed a resolution to 
reaffirm the church’s position on racial 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n a n d 
condemn racism. 

On Wednesday, June 
16th, JP Morgan proposed 
legislation to outlaw race-
based appraisal bias. A 
Brookings Institution 
study found that black-
o w n e d h o m e s w e r e 
assessed an average of 
23% less than white-
o w n e d h o m e s . 
“Discrimination and bias 
in appraisals contribute to 
inequity in housing values 
and adversely affect a 
critical source of wealth accumulation for 
minority families,” Michael Hsu, acting 
Comptroller of the Currency, said Tuesday. 
“The impact is large and cannot be 
ignored.” 

On Thursday, June 17th the US Senate 
voted - unanimously! - in support of a 
creating a new national 
holiday to observe Juneteenth and it passed 
overwhelmingly in the Senate. On Saturday 
many spontaneous Juneteenth celebrations 
arose as well as many long-planned ones. 

This week, Emory University School of 
Medicine apologized to Dr. Marion Gerald 
Hood for refusing him admission in 1959: 
the letter he received at the time said, “we 
are not authorized to consider for 
admission a  member of the Negro race.” 
Emory didn’t desegregate until 1962, when 
the Georgia Supreme Court sided with the 
university in its challenge to state laws that 
denied tax-exempt status to schools that 
racially integrated. Hood, after his rejection 
attended medical school at Loyola instead. 

And on Sunday, June 20th, CNN reported 
that the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimated that 38,680 

people died in motor 
vehicle crashes in 2020, 
despite a 13.2% decrease 
in miles 
traveled from the prior 
year. When broken down 
along racial lines, white 
pedestrian deaths grew 
4%, 
American Indian fatalities 
grew 11%, and Asian and 
Pacific Islander deaths 
declined 29%. But NHTSA 
found the largest increase 
in deaths — 23% — among 
Black people in what 
appears to be a stark 

illustration of which populations could and 
could not afford to stay home [and off the 
roads] throughout the pandemic. 

I do not know what it is to be Black in this 
country: I was born with white skin. I’ve 
read a lot, lived for 
many years in multi-racial neighborhoods 
and even for a time been part of a mostly-
Black family. I’ve had conversations, 
attended discussions, listened, watched, 
and tried to learn.  

Continued on following page… 
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But I will never live everyday with the reality of 
simply having dark skin, with all that skin 
color brings in our country. Some of what I’ve 
read has been particularly helpful: I strongly 
recommend Ibram Kendi’s “Stamped From the 
Beginning”, Mark Morrison-Reed’s “Black 
Pioneers in a White Denomination” or 
“Darkening the Doorways: Black Trailblazers 
and Missed Opportunities in Unitarian 
Universalism”, or Richard Rothstein’s “The 
Color of Law”, a book I can’t recommend 
highly enough. There are hundreds of other 
possibilities, some more widely read or lauded 
than others. 

I know there are many approaches to 
addressing and 
d i s m a n t l i n g 
racism, as there 
h a v e b e e n f o r 
centuries. Within 
my lifetime (and 
those of most of 
you), they include 
s i t - i n s a n d 
Freedom Rides in 
the early1960s, 
Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act in 
1 9 6 4 , t h e 
emergence of the 
Black Power movement and the creation of 
Black Studies programs in colleges in the late 
1960s, the development of critical race theory 
in the 1970s, the emergence of womanist 
theology in the 1980s, the establishment of the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute in 1992, the 
founding of Color of Change in 2005 in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, or the New 
York Time’s 1619 Project, released in August of 
2019. The list could go on for a very long time. 

Despite all these efforts, the harsh truth is that 
having dark skin in America still affects every 
area of one’s life. Not every day, not in every 
interaction. We are all of us – black, white, and 
every other race, 
nationality or skin color – human, first of all. 
But being black is immediately identifiable, 
and racism means that being black is in many 
ways determinative, often in ways that are 

painful, unwarranted and unavoidable. I know 
what it is to be female in America. For the 
most part, it’s a non-issue, but when I go into 
an autoparts store and someone asks 
condescendingly whether I need help in 
putting on a new wiper blade, I suspect the 
words may be rooted in sexism. When 
someone learns that my daughter has a 
contractor ’ s l i cense and they react , 
enthusiastically, “Well, good for her!” I wonder 
what the reaction would have been had I said 
my son was a contractor. And repeatedly in my 
travels, I’ve been asked with some suspicion 
why my husband isn’t with me or whether he 
approves of my traveling, the assumption 
being that as a woman, my actions are 

c e r t a i n l y 
controlled by and 
accountable to my 
husband. I cannot 
e v e r s e t d o w n 
being female (nor 
would I ever want 
to, actually). It’s 
v i s i b l e a n d 
audible. And at 
times, that means 
I confront a whole 
set of assumptions 
a b o u t w h a t i t 

m e a n s t o b e a 
woman, and even attempts at limitations, 
whether they’re fair or accurate or not. 

I do not know what it is to be black, though, no 
matter how much I learn. I know skin color 
cannot be set down, and I know that racism 
can affect anyone whose skin is dark at any 
t i m e , i n w a y s r a n g i n g f r o m m i n o r 
insensitivities or insults up through police 
action or disparate treatment in tremendously 
important ways. It does not occur to me when 
I apply for a mortgage or go for medical care 
that the color of my skin will quite likely affect 
the services I receive – and I know the same is 
not true for all persons. And I know that until 
the color of one’s skin is no more of a limiting 
factor than the color of one’s hair, there is 
much work to be done. 

Continued on the following page… 
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There are many, many ways to do it. Some 
people or organizations focus on education 
and dialogue, some on creating or providing 
services, and some on activism and even 
confrontation. Some address racism as it 
affects access to health care, or legal reform, or 
police practices, or which authors to 
emphasize, or policies about how school kids 
(and even employees) must wear their hair. All 
of them matter, each in their own way. 

A year ago at this time, people were taking to 
the streets to protest the deaths of George 
Floyd, and Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud 
Arbury, and so many others. There have been 
significant changes as a result. And there is 
stil l much work to be done. There’s 
controversy too: which statues should be 
removed, and why, and what should be 
donewith them; should the teaching of the 
1619 Project or the use of Critical Race Theory 
be mandated or banned; should policing be 
reformed and if so how, and the list goes on. 
There will continue to be differences of 
opinion. What is undeniable to me is that 
racism exists, that it impacts people of color in 
ways I cannot fully know and will never fully 
experience, and that as a member of the 
human race – and as a Unitarian Universalist 

who really does believe in the worth and 
connectedness of every person – I need to put 
my energies to learning, listening, and doing 
what I can. Perhaps, this summer, as we all 
take a breath of freedom, we can renew our 
commitment to be sure that all people can 
breathe. 

Shalom and Salaam, 
Rev. Barbara 

PS- And other two things, on a completely 
unrelated note. The first: I will be on vacation 
for the entire 
month of July, and on study leave for August. 
During that time, I check email regularly for 
any communications from the Board President 
(Kimberly Bushnell) or from the chair of the 
Committee on Ministry (Ed Safford). If there’s 
an emergency of any sort, please go through 
one of those people: I really do try to decouple 
from church during this time, which means 
decreasing my email access as I catch my 
breath and regain some balance. The second: I 
very much look forward to seeing all of you in 
September, hopefully in person! May this 
s u m m e r b e a t i m e o f r e n e w a l a n d 
revitalization, for all of us! 
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BEWARE EMAIL SCAMS 
    Recently, members of UU Glens Falls received 
an email claiming to be from me (Rev. Barbara), 
stating that there was some vague emergency 
and asking recipients to purchase store cards to 
send to me with a promise that I would repay 
you. THIS IS A SCAM!! Over the years, it has 
happened with all three of our churches, and it’s 
happened to many, many other churches too. 
Some unknown person creates an email account 
using words like ‘minister’, or ‘pastor’, or ‘rev’, 
and somehow obtains a church’s email list. Then 
they send an email from the created email to 
congregants, hoping they’ll think it’s from their 
minister and want to be helpful - but it's a scam, 
a very common one. Whoever sets up that 

account keeps the money, and there’s no 
repayment.  
    So please be aware: I WILL NEVER SEND 
EMAILS ASKING YOU TO PURCHASE STORE 
CARDS, or send Western Union funds, or any 
such thing. My only email account is my regular 
‘brthreet’ email: anything that arrives with an 
email address of ‘revbarbara’ or pastorbarbara’ 
or ‘UUminister’ any such thing is not from me, 
but is a scam. Anything that says there’s an 
emergency that I can’t explain right now but that 
I need your financial help is a scam. Do not 
respond in any way - responses just encourage 
the scammer to continue. And don’t fall for it: 
your money will simply be gone. Also, please do 
not give or share your church’s email list or 
Directory to anyone who isn’t affiliated with 
your church. If the scammer doesn't have a 
church’s email list, it’s a lot harder for them to 
pass themselves off as that congregation’s 
minister. Such scams seem to increase in the 
summer, and also around the holidays. Don't fall 
for them: there are plenty of ways to be 
genuinely helpful in our world, but sending 
money to scammers isn’t one of them.                   
       -Rev. Barbara 

OUT AND ABOUT 
Sara Neller and I had a fun outing with Connie 
Green presently residing at the Meadows 
Assisted Living.  We went to T.J. Maxx, the West 
Rutland Dog Park and Speakeasy. It occurred to 
me that this visit that meant so much to Connie 
might be something that would appeal to others, 
so please think about visiting Connie or inviting 
her to join you on an outing.   Does not need to 
be fancy: it is mostly about some company. 
For more info call Sara Meling: 802 235-1336 

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… 
In this issue, we celebrate summer. Photos are 
borrowed liberally from the web, credits are 
maintained where available. We offer their 
creators our sincere appreciation for lending 
their beauty and visual concept to our humble 
newsletter. 
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 Announcements

August Birthdays 
8/2  Kathleen Guiness 
8/18 Lindra Moerdyk 
8/18 Diana Hayes	  
8/21 Tim Abraham 
8/26 Yvonne Brunot 

Best wishes to you… 
and all other August 
birthdays!

July Birthdays 
7/1 Fredda Mangel 
7/11 Jennifer Archer 
7/17 Rebecca Mattis	  
7/15 Bruce McNallie 
7/26 Rick Pingree 
7/27 Nancy Weis 
7/28 Ian Suddarth
Best wishes to you… 
and all other July birthdays! 



Rutland UUs: News and Views

Board Notes: highlights from the 
June 14, 2021 Board Meeting 
-Treasurer Diane Sander reports that 
operating pledges continue to come in. We 
have also received more donations for the 
Tower Project. 
-President Kimberly Bushnell reports that 
despite the end of the church year, there 
are a lot of items which will continue to 
need to be worked on this summer. We are 
on a good trajectory for next year. 
-Reverend Barbara feels that we are ending 
this challenging year on a good note. It was 
easier this year to fill slots on the various 
committees. Zoom classes, combining the 
three churches she serves, will most likely 
resume in the fall. She is also considering a 
“Story Circle”, whereby people tell their 
story on a selected, given subject from past 
experiences. 
-Sara Meling, overseer of the Tower 
Project, joined the meeting to lay out the 
details of the project as it stands at this 
point. The Board approved the Tower plan 
as presented. Trustee Rebecca Mattis will 
relay information back to the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee. 
-In combination with the Sunday Service 
Committee, the Reopening Task Force has 

set August 22nd as a workday. There is a 
list of interior cleaning to be done. They 
have decided that it is premature to decide 
on protocols on music, etc. for the fall. Vice 
President, Yvonne Brunot added that there 
are a lot of gardening details to be done but 
it was decided to wait until the Tower 
Project is done. 
-There will be three in person/hybrid 
services this summer in the church. To 
allow this to proceed, the board voted to 
rescind most of the in-person gathering 
policy retaining the statement that all 
Vermont guidelines will be followed. 
Rebecca Mattis added that more restrictive 
rules may be added if the need arises. 
-The Summer Board Retreat will be on 
Saturday, August 28th, (9AM-3PM). 
- P o l i c y o n a l l c h u r c h e m a i l s /
communications will be drafted by 
Secretary Marcia Foley to be reviewed at a 
later board meeting. 
-Policy and procedures for the UUCR 
Endowment Fund are still pending. 
-Date for the Service Auction date is set for 
Nov. 6th, 2021. 
-No meeting is scheduled for July but if 
pending issues arise, the board will meet on 
July 12th. 
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“The Summer Day” by Mary Oliver 

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean— 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down— 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 

Religious Education Program for 2021-2022 

RE is excited to announce in-person programming for the upcoming church year. Circle of 
Trees (from the UUA) is a multigenerational program of eight workshops that nurture deep 
connection with trees, nature, and all of earth’s living creatures. The program uses trees as an 
entry point to understand and connect with life on earth. Across many cultures, trees are 
recognized as a symbol for life on earth—for example, the biblical Tree of Life. Even young 
children understand trees as sustainers of life, fundamental engines of life on earth as we 
know it. Trees create and purify the air we breathe. They house and provide resources for 
myriad creatures, including humans. They bring us peace, joy, and delight.  

We will be meeting with families in various recreation areas around the county on the first 
Sunday of each month, 1-2pm. Parents and kids will take part in activities and reflections on 
trees as a cornerstone of our world, with Bela and Margaret Francoeur and Jessica 
Alexzandrikc as leaders. Teens (12+) will be hiking to form their own circle for connection and 
discussion with Karen Kysar, Kevin Kiefaber and …We hope that you will join us, and pass this 
news on to your parenting friends! For more information, join our RE Facebook group, or 
email Margaret at undunne@gmail.com. 
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Upcoming Services: 
July and August 
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Summer services are biweekly, 
beginning on July 11th and ending on 
August 22nd. There will be no services 
on August 29th and September 5th. 
Regular services begin on September 
12th. Except on August 8th, services 
will be held in the church but also 
broadcast on Zoom. Those who have 
not been fully vaccinated more than 
two weeks before the service are 
asked to wear face coverings in the 
building. 

July 11th: Nancy Weis 
“A Celebration of Books” 
If you are anything like me, reading has been 
even more important than usual to you in 
this year of isolation.   Tell us about a book 
that has particularly helped you survive and 
prosper.   This will be our first attempt at 
meeting both in person in our sanctuary and 
by Zoom at the same time.   If you come in 
person, you are invited to bring books to 
exchange, but no books will be left at the 
church after the service. 

July 25th: Bruce Douglas 
“Songs of Freedom and Unity” 
Similar to last summer's music service but in 
person in the church, the order of service 

will be built around our resident musicians 
presenting songs or poems that speak to 
them of freedom and unity (Vermont’s state 
motto). 
  
August 8th: Karen Neller 
“One weekend in Spain: The Magic Circle” 
How can a story told long ago still seem to 
ripple and glimmer with life, today?   This 
service will be by Zoom only. From Spain, 
Karen will share the story of "Johnny 
Windows" and ask for reflections on "road 
trips" from those gathered.  This summer 
brings back the possibility of road trips, after 
sheltering at home for so long. What do we 
look for along the way? What motivates our 
travel? Who comes along with us?  

August 22nd: Herb Ogden 
CLEANUP, PICNIC, AND SPIRIT IN 
NATURE 
We offer three activities. Please join us for 
one, two, or all three. Those who are inclined 
will meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. to get it 

all ready for in-person fall services. There 
are seats to be vacuumed, hymnals to be 
decluttered, shelves to be organized, stale 
t e a b a g s t o b e j e t t i s o n e d , a n d 
more. Around 11:30 we will have a picnic 
lunch. Then, at 12:15 p.m., we will drive to 
Ripton for a walk on some of the Spirit in 
Nature trails. In addition to the UU Path 
and maybe one other that we’ve walked 
before, we will go across the road to walk 
the Friends, Muslim, Hindu, Bahai, and 
Jewish Paths. More info on Spirit in 
Nature is at www.spiritinnature.org. 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

U p c o m i n g 
Events

August 22nd Church Cleanup, Picnic and hiking at Spirit in Nature
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