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President’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Thanksgiving is just approaching as I write
this letter. We have new restrictions on
socializing and gatherings. The national
pandemic news is dire, and the election season
is never-ending. The weather is turning, and
the days are getting shorter. It all feels a little
daunting. There is much to contend with.

congregation. The details are further within
this newsletter. I am excited to think that it
might become a virtual place wherein we can
share news, information, and stories with each
other. I must admit my experiences with
Facebook are limited, but I imagine that, for
those who are comfortable on this digital
platform, it will be another way to connect. I
may just have to get a Facebook account so I
I find myself turning my attention to the can meet you there!
present, to the things I can control, and to
small moments of gratitude. And, when my The Board is also pleased to announce that our
mind wanders to the endless news cycle, I Endowment Fund account in now officially
gently pull myself back. I find comfort in the established within the Unitarian Universalist
first delicious sip of my morning coffee. I let Common Endowment Fund. Many thanks to
my heart open to the joyful laughter coming Sara Meling who has skillfully shepherded the
from the school at recess time.
process, to those who helped interpret the fine
print, including Antonin Robbason, Herb
I also bring my attention to you, and to all of Odgen, and Kathy Harm, and to David Martin
us, who make up our beloved church for the generous gift in memory of John &
community. I find solace in our connections. I Janet Martin which became the inaugural
find it in the Sunday Services, in the work of donation to the Fund.
the board and committees, in the casual
conversations and the chance meetings in the The Board continues to meet regularly to tend
grocery store. As the time of being together yet to the business of the church. Please reach out
apart continues, we will continue to find ways to any of us (listed in the newsletter’s
to connect.
masthead) if you have questions, concerns, or
ideas.
To this end, Linda Bryant and the Board are
launching a Facebook Group for our Continued on the following page…
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President’s Letter, continued…

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Rutland
775-0850
http://rutlanduu.org
uuvt@myfairpoint.net

Minister:

Rev. Barbara Threet
President:
Kimberly Bushnell
Vice President:
Yvonne Brunot
Moderator:
Joan Eckley
Treasurer:
Diane Sander
Secretary:
Linda Bryant
Trustee:
Rebecca Mattis
President Emeritus:
Herb Ogden

235-9626
747-7244
265-3205
459-2919
353-5678
773-3535
293-2510

Church Secretary: Tejal Dholakia
Available by Appointment
On vacation 12/10/20-1/10/21

Our committees also continue to meet as needed and I am grateful
for those of you who serve on them. If that’s not you and you
would like to get involved, please reach out to Cathy Thomas
(catherinethomas922@gmail.com), the chair of the Leadership
Committee, or myself (kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com), we’d be
happy to talk with you about the work being done and help you
find a way to contribute which aligns with your interests and skills.
Personally, my sense of community and connection to the church
deepened when I first began serving on the Religious Education
(RE) committee over fifteen years ago.
Rev. Barbara is also hard at work. We see her on the weeks she
leads our Sunday Service. We hear from her most weeks with her
church-wide email in which she shares her reflections on the
current state of things as well as poetry which has resonated for
her. She finds ways to reach out and connect with us as
individuals. It’s already a challenge to connect broadly with a
congregation as 3/8, non-settled, minister but to do that during a
pandemic has been no small feat. Barbara’s commitment,
creativity, and good humor is serving us well. Please join me in
appreciation of all she does by sending her your thanks, silently in
your heart, by email, or even by the US postal service. I am so
grateful for all she does.
As we enter into this season’s dark nights, strangely altered
holidays, and pandemic surges, remember that which may feel like
a cave, it is always a tunnel. Just at the moment when it becomes
most completely dark is exactly the same moment the light begins
to return.
Be well, stay connected, reach out to each other. We will get
through this together.
Kimberly Bushnell, Church President
(802) 287-0168 (cell/text)
kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com

“I will love the light, for it shows me
the way, yet I will endure the darkness
because it shows me the stars.”
-Og Mandino
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk
Holiday season, in the Time of COVID. What
a challenge!
For a while, it seemed like the
qualities that were most
needed to get through these
days and months was
determination and
adaptability. We’ve learned to
grab a mask when we get out
of the car, and we’ve learned
how to use Zoom. Many of us
have become determined to
stay up on current affairs in a
new way (OK, for some of us,
it borders on compulsion).
And we remind ourselves that
our families and our church,
our workplaces and our
schools, and our country itself will get
through all this somehow. The whole world is
struggling, we know, and so we do what we
can to adapt and survive.
But then come the holidays, which are
Supposed to be times of festivity. Family
gatherings, community Messiah sings, busy
malls, ski trips, the Nutcracker, treetrimming parties, Christmas Eve singing
Silent Night by candlelight – whatever your
traditions are, they probably involve activities
that have now become risky, even forbidden.
At least for me, it feels like trying to adapt
them to this environment often feels more
empty than just let them go for a year – I
cannot imagine how dreadful it would feel to
try to hold our usual Christmas Eve service on
Zoom, when
we can’t sing
together or
see
one
another or
pass the
candlelight.
Now what
we need, I
think, is
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creativity, imagining something completely
different
that fits
the reality
of these
days.
A
few
w e e k s
ago, as we
w e r e
entering
t h a t
lovely
weekend
o
f
mid-70s,
my oldest
daughter
suggested we have Thanksgiving that
weekend since it would be warm enough to
have it outside. So we did. She and her family
sat at the picnic table on one end of our long
porch, and my younger daughter and her sons
and I sat at another table on the other end of
the porch, with an 8 foot table laden with all
or traditional foods in between, so we formed
one very long and peculiar table. Each end of
the table had one designated Plate Filler, and
a sanitizer bottle and wipes on the table (not
the usual Thanksgiving condiments!) let that
person wipe down each handle and their
hands before serving their table. Then we
played word games, from our seats many feet
apart so we could even laugh without
potentially infecting anyone we don’t already
live with.
It was lovely. It felt festive, and adventurous:
we’d found a way to Do Thanksgiving! It was
also most peculiar: I don’t ever want to
replicate it. I missed cooking together, and
the smells inside, and sitting next to people I
love instead of ten or twelve feet away. But it
worked, for these times.
Continued on the following page…
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From Rev. Barbara’s
Desk, cont…
Several people have told me
they’re reviving some of the
traditions from their childhoods
this year. They’re making paper
chains for the tree with their
kids, for example, or making
proper home-made, soft-ballstage fudge (which, incidentally,
will NOT work on a rainy day –
the air pressure’s wrong - so if
you want to try it, wait for a day,
a sunny day). One group that
I‘m part of has agreed to make
paper snowflakes and mail them
to each other, the kind you used
to cut in grade school, so that
we’ll each have tangible reminders of our
connection. Another family, spread over a
long distance, has agreed to all watch the
same
Netflix Christmas comedy in their
respective homes on a Saturday afternoon,
and then gather on Zoom to share their
perspectives and laughter: they’re
considering repeating this many times to
catch up on several favorites! (They’re
avoiding ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’, which they
usually watch together, but they’re already

planning to rent a massive screen for their
2021 watching!)
You’ll see same of this sort of creativity
among our church community this season
too. No Christmas Eve service – although, oh,
will we celebrate on Christmas Eve of 2021!!!
– but the service on December 20th will
feature an entertaining Christmas radio play,
which we’ll hear over Zoom. We’d never
bother with a radio play in a normal year, but
this year, it works. I would urge all of us to
revive that old practice of
holiday cards: it will be
especially lovely this year to get
tangible reminders that we’re
thinking of one another. And
yes, there are other surprises in
the works for our church too,
things we’d never even dream of
trying in a ‘normal’ year, but
which work for this year.
Be creative this year, especially
in this season. Stay home, stay
safe, and stay connected.
Shalom, Salaam, and Season’s
Greetings,
Rev. Barbara
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Announcements
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
We just launched a Facebook group called
the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rutland Vermont -Cultivating
Connections. Since it is new, it has not found
its way into Facebook's algorithm yet. Right
now, the best way to get to it is to type the exact
group name in the Facebook search bar. The
hope is that it will give us a place to show up
and connect, share ideas and information, and
ask questions of each other. The more people
who join and participate in the group, the better
(and that will make it easier to find, too!)

Rutland, VT 05701
We greatly appreciate your continued support!
Please write “Half Plate” in the memo line.
ABOUT THE PHOTOS…
In this issue, we celebrate the miracle of finding
light in the darkness. In this darkest time of the
year, we will also be passing through
(hopefully) the darkest days of the pandemic. It
will do us well to remember that we each have a
light within, and if we each share it, the
darkness is transformed. I revived some
favorite photos of my favorite newsletter theme
for this time of year, where the end wraps

The idea for the group surfaced at the Board
Retreat last summer. Linda Bryant set it up and
has been posting twice a day for the last week in
hopes to get others involved. It's a great start
that people are replying to her posts, now take a
leap and post your own stuff. The more we all
use it the more robust it will become.
We know not everyone is on Facebook but for
those who are check it out and join in! Let us
know what you think and if you have other
ideas of things we can do to help folks connect
pass them along to any Board member.
-Your Trusty Board of Trustees
MEMBERSHIP UPDATES
Over the next several months we will be
updating the: Church Directory, Birthday List
and Phone Tree. So if there have been any
changes to phone/cell numbers, email address,
mailing address, et al please forward these to
Tejal at uuvt@myfairpoint.net. Also if you have
not been receiving your subscription to UU
World, let us know about that as well.
HALF-PLATE COLLECTIONS
We are meeting online, which makes it much
harder to pass the plate, but we still need your
support! Contributions to the church and our
selected Half-Plate organization (this month,
the Community Cupboard) can be mailed to:
UU Church of Rutland
PO Box 754
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Birthdays!
12/4
12/4
12/17
12/28
12/28
1/1
1/3
1/10
1/17
1/20

Marcia Foley
Herb Ogden
Jennifer Cohen
Anna Mathewson
Cathy Thomas
Greta Francoeur
Ruth Gibbud
Kathy Pingree
Kimberly Bushnell
Bill Burke

Best wishes to you…
and all other December and
January birthdays
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A Story for All Ages…
MRS. SANTA CLAUS
by Gladys Frost Ogden (1883-1954)
It was Christmas Eve. Old Santa Claus was
just ready to start out upon his long journey
over the treetops and roofs to find the waiting
chimneys and the little empty stockings. Such
a busy day as it had been — with the brownies
finishing the packing, and Mrs. Santa Claus
sewing buttons on the last doll's dress, and
tying the last hair ribbon and smoothing the
last curl! But everything was ready. The sleigh
was packed from top to bottom, so full that it
seemed as if old Santa Claus could never
squeeze in himself. There were tops and
drums and jack-in-the boxes, and steam
engines and hundreds of dolls, and barrels of
chocolate drops, and peppermint canes were
hanging out from the back. The reindeer were
harnessed and prancing — Dasher and
Dancer, and Donder and Vixen and the rest.
The sleighbells were ringing gaily, and old
Santa Claus jumped in and took the reins.
"Good-bye, Mother," he called to Mrs. Santa
Claus, who stood in the doorway to watch the
sleigh start. "Anything I can bring you from
the city, dear?"
”I think I need a new pair of spectacles," said
Mrs. Santa Claus. "My eyes are growing dim
with so much sewing. If the stores are open
when you finish tonight, just bring me a
stronger pair of glasses."

"I will, goody-bye!" shouted Santa Claus.
With a dash and a jingle of bells the reindeer
jumped to the top of the trees and started,
and Mrs. Santa Claus went in to sit in her
rocking chair by the fire and doze.
The workshop was very still. Christmas Eve,
you know, is the only time of the whole year
when Santa Claus's workmen may rest, so the
little brownies who paint the sleds and nail
the doll houses and test the steam boats were
curled up in heaps on all the benches, fast
asleep and snoring. The candy kettles were
polished and hung in a row upon the kitchen
wall. Mrs. Santa Claus sat and rocked by the
fire and thought of all the dolls she had
dressed.
"There were four hundred with pink dresses,"
she said to herself, "and two hundred with
blue. There were five hundred baby dolls, and
I never finished dressing them until today. I
wonder if Santa packed them all. I must go
and see."
So Mrs. Santa Claus lighted a candle, and
went out to the sewing room and peered
about in every corner. There were piles of silk
and satin and velvet and ribbon all over the
floor, but! — there sat three dolls: a baby doll,
a doll in pink, and a doll in blue! Santa Claus
had forgotten them!
"What shall I do? What shall I
do?" cried Mrs. Santa Claus,
looking out of the window to
see if Santa Claus were
anywhere in sight — but he
was not. 'We counted them
all, and there were just
enough to go around. Three
little girls will have no dolls
on Christmas morning. I shall
have to go with them myself.”
Continued on the following
page…
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A Story for All Ages, continued…
Out in the barn was just one reindeer
standing in his stall. It was Blitzen, who had a
lame foot, so he could not take the long
journey with the others. He was contentedly
munching hay, but Mrs. Santa Claus tucked
the dolls under her arm, put on her little red
shawl, tied her cap strings tight, and hurried
out to the barn.
"Come, Blitzen," she said, as she saddled him
and jumped on his back. "We must go as fast
as ever we can after Santa Claus. He has left
three dolls behind."
So Blitzen dropped his hay and they started.
Over the woods and the fields and the fences
they dashed, so fast that the wind was left far
behind. They looked very funny, for Mrs.
Santa Claus had forgotten to take off her
apron, and her cap was awry, but on they
hurried. And, when they came to the towns,
Blitzen stopped at every roof, so that Mrs.
Santa Claus might look down the chimney,
but Santa Claus had always been there first,
and the stockings were all filled and the dolls
were waiting.
"We counted them all," Mrs. Santa Claus kept
saying to herself. "Some one will need a doll."
And, sure enough, she came to a very wee
chimney of a very wee house, and there was a
stocking hung, but there was only an apple in
it - nothing else. So Mrs. Santa Claus dropped
the beautiful doll that was dressed in pink silk
into the stocking and started on once more.

Presently they came to another house, and
when Mrs. Santa Claus looked down the
chimney she saw no stocking at all hanging by
the fireplace, and there was no fire even.
There was nothing in the room but a table,
and a broken chair, and a bed where a little
girl - so thin and pale - lay sleeping. And Mrs.
Santa Claus dropped the doll with the blue
silk dress right down into the little girl's arms,
and hurried on again.
When they came to the very end of the town,
Mrs. Santa Claus saw a little girl standing out
in the street. She had a bundle of newspapers
to sell, and no one had seen her, because she
was so small, and she was waiting out in the
cold and the snow. Mrs. Santa Claus dropped
the baby doll down into the little girl's lap,
and then she turned Blitzen towards home
again.
It was almost Christmas morning when they
reached the barn, and oh! they were very
tired. When Santa Claus came back with his
empty sleigh and the new spectacles, he found
Mrs. Santa Claus fast asleep in her rocking
chair by the fire.
"Poor Mother," he said, "she's been sewing
too much!"
And Mrs. Santa Claus woke up, but she never
told about the three dolls.
-Thanks to Herb Ogden for sharing this story
that his grandmother wrote!
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Poet’s Corner
In the Time of Pandemic
Catherine M. O’Meara
And people stayed home
and read books and listened
and rested and exercised
and made art and played
and learned new ways of being
and stopped
and listened deeper
someone meditated
someone prayed
someone danced
someone met their shadow
and people began to think differently
and people healed
and in the absence of people who lived in ignorant
ways,
dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
even the earth began to heal
and when the danger ended
and people found each other
grieved for the dead people
and they made new choices
and dreamed of new visions
and created new ways of life
and healed the earth completely
just as they were healed themselves.
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Board Walks
For the November Board Walk, we had
unseasonably warm weather. We walked
north from the church parking lot
into the quiet neighborhood. The
traffic was light and we discovered
that if some of us walked on the
sidewalk and others off the curb in
the street we could talk together as
we strolled. Thank you Marcia,
David, Kevin, and Tim for joining
Yvonne and Kimberly for this first
downtown board walk.
With the current restrictions in the
latest update to the Governor's
Executive Order, in-person Board
Walks will need to be suspended. We
will keep you posted via all church
emails. In the meantime, walking
with one other person is permitted
so find a buddy and get out there.
If you want to connect with a Board
member, please reach out, they'd be
happy to hear from you!
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Got Zoom?!!
Looking for a way to get together with
others in the church? Have an idea for
a casual get-together but need a
“place” to hang out?? The church has
a Zoom account for Sunday Services.
It is being utilized by the board and
some committees for their meetings. It
is also available to you for other more
casual gatherings among church
members and friends. For more
information, contact Kimberly at
287-0168
or
kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com
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Upcoming Services:

December

December 6th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“A Complicated Christmas”
This holiday season is like no other, and
figuring out how to observe it or even what
holidays mean to us will probably be a
challenge. How in the world (or at least here
in Rutland) can we make them meaningful?
December 13th: Yvonne Brunot
“What Would Odin Do
at a BLM March?
Reflections on My Experiences
with Norse Paganism”
Born from a life-long interest in ancient,
non-Abrahamic religions, Yvonne Brunot
will give a sermon on Norse Paganism and
how it has played a role in her spiritual life.
As someone who is fascinated by the roots
of our language and culture, she thinks it is
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high time we paid more attention to our
culture's influences from the Viking era.
December 20th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“A Holiday Radio Play”
Our morning service will include a holiday
radio play from 1942, presented by a
brilliant cast to our Zoom audience of UUCR
members, with our guests the UU
Congregation of Glens Falls. Please join us
for a most enjoyable and amusing morning!
No Christmas Eve service this year
December 27th: Clark Chelsey
“The Social, Moral, and Political
Philosophy of Thomas Jefferson”
Clark Chelsey, author of The Radicalization
of Thomas Jefferson, will share some of his
insights into Jefferson’s life and ideas.
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Upcoming Services:

January

January 3rd: J. P. Cass
“Transcendence,
Science and Community"
How do we balance our innate desires for
some form of transcendence, with living in a
technological society? This will be based in
part on the book Why Trust Science? by
Naomi Oreskes.
January 10th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“Why I Travel, What I Learn”
I was planning to be out of the country on
sabbatical for all of January, but then COVID
intervened. So I plan to ignore COVID
completely this Sunday and indulge my
longing to be traveling even though it’s not
possible now. I’ll share some vignettes about
my travels over the last many years, and reflect
on why it’s so important (at least to me), and
what it's taught me.
January 17th: Rev. Kathy Duhon
"Walking Down the
Road to the Promised Land"
Martin Luther King, Jr. asked, “If I don’t stop
to help people in need, what will happen to
them?” When he thought about how to deal
with whatever brokenness one comes across
while walking down the road, he didn't just
imagine bandages; King was propelled into
politics. When we mix religion and politics,

when we dream dreams of peace and justice,
we are following our faith into action.
January 24th: Dustin Kemp
“A Taoist Way
from an Educator and Artist”
Dustin Kemp, of the Mt. Mansfield UU
Fellowship through the Lay Pulpit Exchange,
will explore how Taoist concepts drive the way
he educates, makes art, and approaches life.
January 31st: Rev. Amy Zucker
Morgenstern
“The Real Marshmallow Test”
A famous Stanford experiment purported to
show how self-control in childhood presaged
success in adulthood. It actually revealed more
about broken and kept promises, human
potential and how we can create a better
society. Amy was minister of the UU Church of
Rutland from 1999 to 2003. Since then, she
has served with the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Palo Alto. She lives in San Francisco
with her wife and daughter and will be
delighted to be back with the Rutland folks
this morning.
February 7th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“Rosa Parks: It All Matters”
Rosa Parks’ birthday is February 4th: she
would be 107 were she still alive. The common
myth is that she was simply a tired black
woman who refused to give up her seat and
started a revolution but there’s a lot more to
the story. Seeds planted far earlier led to that
moment, as do the seeds planted in our own
lives, and the seeds we plant for others.
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Upcoming
Events
December 10- January Tejal is on vacation
10th
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