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By now, I hope you've read Rev. Barbara's 
email from 18 March about COVID-19. If you 
missed it, it’s printed here as Rev. Barbara’s 
column. I hope you are being careful for 
yourself and others and are well. I miss seeing 
you and know you miss seeing each other, but 
we must postpone all in-person activities in 
church until resuming them is reasonably 
safe. Since I have nothing to add to the advice 
you probably are receiving from all sides, I 
will use the rest of this letter to give you a 
break from the crisis with some interesting 
facts I used my retirement spare time to 
unearth: 

Most people don't know this, but the origin of 
church organs is pretty interesting. Actually, I 
shouldn't say “the” origin, because historians 
differ about this, though they all agree the 
origin was an accident, like the invention of 
zwieback, only much better. 

Some maintain that the organ was invented 
around 400 B.C.E. when a Greek shepherd 
was playing his pan pipes by the side of an 
Arcadian stream. The instrument slipped out 
of his hand and fell into the water. He ran 
downstream and snatched it, but, when he 
resumed playing, he found its waterlogged 
condition made it sound funny. He thought 
about the best way to dry it out, and he 

concluded a fast stream of air would work 
best. With him was a big wine flask. He had 
emptied it. Probably that's why his hand 
slipped in the first place. He now blew up the 
flask with air, put its mouth to the end of a 
pipe, and squeezed the flask. At first the 
sound was still waterlogged, but soon it 
became normal. The piper's happiness then 
turned to inventiveness, probably inspired by 
the original contents of the flask. He 
remembered how, at the last Arcadian 
Shepherds' Festival, he had lost the pan 
piping competition because he had become 
winded. It occurred to him that, if a flask full 
of air could make the pipe play well, he could 
substitute the flask for his lungs – as long as 
he didn't have to blow the thing up himself. 
He first considered hiring a bevy of junior 
shepherds to blow a bunch of flasks up and 
then using one flask after another to play the 
pipes, but he then realized the silent interval 
while he substituted one flask for another 
would be awkward and he probably would 
lose the contest again. Ruminating over the 
problem, he headed home for a supper of 
shepherd's pie. On his way, he passed a 
spreading chestnut tree under which the 
village smithy stood.  

Continued on the following page… 
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“Real victories are 
those that protect 
human life, not those 
that result from its 
destruction or 
emerge from its 
ashes.”     
-King Hussein I of Jordan 

President’s Letter, continued… 

Eyeing the blacksmith's bellows, he had an idea: instead of a 
flask, attach a bellows to the pipes. He had the smith make 
him a miniature bellows, and it did indeed play the pipes. He 
especially liked the subtle change in tuning that resulted, 
calling it “smoky.” This change disappeared when shoemakers, 
rather than blacksmiths who were less skilled in working with 
leather, began making bellows, but the innovation remained 
popular. Indeed, some musicians found that solefulness was 
better than smokiness. Centuries later, on account of 
mistranslation from ancient Greek to church Latin, this 
quality was misunderstood as soulfulness. That led to early 
Christian churches adopting a larger version of the instrument 
as their main source of instrumental music. If you have any 

doubt that the above is 
one hundred per cent 
true, just check the date 
of this newsletter. 
          -Herb Ogden 

Left: the “Helm of Awe”, an 
a n c i e n t N o r s e s y m b o l 
denoting protection. 
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 (A letter to all the congregants of UU Church 
of Rutland, UU Congregation of Glens Falls, 
and UU Fellowship of Bennington, from your 
minister, on March 18, 2020) 

Dearly beloveds, 

I write this from a place where none of us ever 
imagined we’d be: the midst of the outbreak of 
Covid-19 in our immediate communities, our 
states, and all around our world.  

Updates first. In New York, there were 950 
diagnosed cases on Tuesday morning. 
Wednesday morning there were 1,653. 
Thursday morning – 2914. One of them, 
diagnosed over a week ago, is a pharmacist at 
a CVS in Queensbury, where the UU 
Congregation of Glens Falls is physically 
located. There’s been one confirmed case in 
Bennington, over a week 
ago, and none (so far) in 
Rutland. There were 4 
diagnosed cases in all of 
V e r m o n t o n S u n d a y 
afternoon: on Thursday 
morning, there are 19. In 
Massachusetts, where I live, 
there are currently 256 
cases. The nearest to me is 
in Amherst, about 30 miles 
away. So far there are none 
diagnosed in the area where 
I live (which doesn’t mean 
there are none, just none 
diagnosed).  

And none of those numbers 
mean much at all, given the 
paucity of tests available. As you 
probably know, until a few days ago, only 
those with obvious symptoms and risk factors 
were even allowed to be tested, and tests 
weren’t always available even for those people. 
We’ve probably also all heard that the majority 
o f p e o p l e w h o h a v e C O V I D - 1 9 a r e 
asymptomatic and may wel l st i l l be 

transmitting the virus. What we do know is 
that there are undoubtedly far more cases 
than the numbers indicate – estimates are at 
least 5 to 10 times more actual cases than 
those that have been diagnosed, maybe more. 
And we do know that these numbers will grow. 

We know there’s a lot more that we don’t 
know. In our country, we’re being warned that 
those most at risk are the elderly (defined as 
those over 60, to my chagrin). In Italy, about 
half the cases are in people under 65. We were 
instructed to keep 3 feet apart, then 6 feet. The 
peak is two weeks away, or 45 days, or several 
months. Groups under 250 were considered 
acceptable less than a week ago. The 
recommendation now is less than 10. The CDC 
recommends not more than 50 (as of when 
this is being written, at least). We do not even 
know what’s ‘safe’ and what isn’t. The 

uncertainty of all of this is 
truly disconcerting, and we 
glue ourselves to media as 
we try to keep up with 
recent developments and 
guidelines. 

So what does all this mean 
f o r u s , a s U n i t a r i a n 
Universalists? What does 
“dealing with coronavirus” 
mean for UUs, as a people 
w h o a r e f i e r c e l y 
independent, who place 
such value on the right to 
decide for ourselves? What 
does it mean to have a ‘free 
and responsible search for 

truth and meaning’ when our 
very freedoms of movement and 

assembly are being curtailed?   What does it 
mean to be a people who say we respect and 
value science, when our hunger to be together 
flies in the face of what science recommends? 

Continued on the following pages…

Native American medicine wheel



  Rutland UUs: News and Views

NE
W

S&
VIE

W
S 

Ap
ril

 2
02

0 From Rev. Barbara’s Desk, 
continued 
Many decisions are simply out of our 
hands now. Whether it’s a state-wide 
mandate that says there can be no 
gatherings of more than 25 people, or 
a federal recommendation that we 
limit group sizes to no more than 10, 
I believe we cannot responsibly even 
c o n s i d e r g a t h e r i n g t o g e t h e r 
physically. No matter how much we 
long to be together, or how widely an 
event has already been publicized, or 
how much our budget depends on an 
event, we just need to be apart for a 
time. Sadly, I’ve come to believe it is 
irresponsible to try to find work-
arounds, even the ones that sound so 
appealing to me. I’ve heard some great 
suggestions, and as independent churches and 
church members, each of you will make 
decisions about creating events where people 
come together, outdoors, and agree to stay 6 
feet apart. Those ideas sounded very attractive 
to me initially – and as I learn more, sadly, 
they also seem very unwise. I cannot stop any 
such events from happening, but I will not 
attend. I believe too strongly that any 
organized gatherings are ill advised at this 
time, even as I look forward to the time when 
we can gather again in person. 

It is very difficult – perhaps especially difficult 
for us independent UUs – to feel so 
constrained. How dare anyone tell us can’t 
have a leisurely meal in our favorite 
restaurant?   How can a concert that you 
bought hard-to-get tickets for several months 
ago suddenly be cancelled? Many parents 
count on school to provide child-care - how 
dare the schools close for weeks, where will 
they find child care, how will they pay for it? 
How can we not be allowed to visit a loved one 
in a nursing home, or share in a game at a 
senior center, or…, or…, or…? 

It is challenging to try to absorb as much 
information as is coming at us, especially since 
the future is so full of unknowns. And it’s not 
the ‘unknown future’ that we’re used to 
contemplating, a few months or years down 

the word: it’s the future just a few hours from 
now. Suddenly schools are shut for 8 weeks, 
not 2. Restaurants are forced to closed, and 
overnight dozens of employees in each 
establishment are unemployed. A cough elicits 
a response we didn’t have a few weeks ago – 
and changes and fears seem to mount by the 
moment. The future is not only unknown in a 
new way: there are many, many decisions 
which affect us directly over which we have no 
control at all. 

As a people, we UUs like to be in control. We 
value voting and consensus, and we make our 
decisions together, usually slowly, after careful 
thought. Our polity (that’s the word that 
means ‘how churches govern themselves’) 
emphasizes that we control our own 
congregations. And suddenly – we don’t. 
Decisions are forceD on us, with little or no 
notice. Suddenly we don’t control large swaths 
of our private lives either.   And this is VERY 
hard for us to accept. 

A few things come to mind. The first is that, in 
truth, there’s a lot we don’t control about life 
even in ‘normal’ times. Illness or injury strikes 
unannounced, with major impact. Financial 
downturns happen unexpectedly – think 
2008, or 1997, or the last week. A relationship 
pops up when we least expect it – or withers 
away.  

Continued on the following pages…
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A job changes – many will be changing a lot in 
the coming months, shrinking or even 
disappearing. Many of the most poignant 
conversations I’ve had as a minister are with 
people who are aging or whose health is 
declining, who are struggling to adjust to 
changes they didn’t ask for and don’t want. 
We’ll need to do that now, all of us. The truth 
is that in many ways, our illusion of 
controlling our own destiny is just that – an 
illusion. One of the lessons of this COVID-19 
period for UUs may be to find a way to accept 
how little control we actually have in life. It 
may offer us lessons in how to be more 
compassionate and attentive to others who 
find their worlds shrinking, as we feel it 
happening to us. But don’t pretend there are 
still choices in places where in fact, current 
circumstances and science mean there are 
none. Instead, put that energy into creating 
community in ways that work now. Even if the 
changes don’t make sense, or if you disagree, 
they’re still happening. 

A second is to be honest about how hard 
this is, rather than seeking work-arounds, or 
denying it, or arguing about how to handle it. 
This virus and its ramifications are scary, and 
infuriating, and unfamiliar. We do NOT like 
decisions that affect us to be completely out of 
our hands. We especially don’t like decisions 
that affect the churches we rely on for 

emotional support in difficult times to be 
made by outside forces! Talk to one another 
about how all this feels. Talk to me – I’m 
checking email a LOT these days, and when 
my cell coverage works (which is much more 
often than a few months ago, thanks to 
upgraded service in our area), I’m happy to 
chat. My number is 978-855-7236, and I’ve 
been entering all your names and numbers 
into my phone so that I’ll recognize your call 
and actually pick up.  

A third point, and perhaps the most important 
one I want to make, is that being forced to 
be physically apart doesn’t mean we 
need to be unconnected. There are many 
possibilities for remote worship, which all 
three churches are exploring. There are 
options for viewing other UUs in worship or 
joining with other churches in the area: many 
churches are making worship available 
remotely, and some have been doing so for a 
long time. There are explorations underway as 
to how we could develop such options for our 
own congregations.  

But that’s only the start. I know that for many 
of us, what draws us to worship service on 
Sunday morning is not primarily the speaker 
(even your minister!), or the music, or RE, or 
coffee hour. It’s the simple act of being 
together, of community. Finding a way to 
bring services into our homes can help to 
replicate that sense of community, but that 
alone probably won’t do it. What might? Zoom 
gatherings and Skype conversations, so you 
can see and hear one another. Facebook, for 
those who use that medium. Especially for 
those who don’t use or don’t like such media, 
I’d suggest calling each other on the phone so 
you can still hear one another’s voices. Pick up 
your directory and begin calling through it, a 
few calls each day (start with the letter that 
begins your last name, so that not all the calls 
go to people whose names start with A). 
Include calls to people you don’t already know 
well. Send each other notes, or handwritten 
letters.  

Continued on the following page…
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Trade book suggestions, or ideas for how to use 
the abundance of time at home. Email 
regularly. Be especially aware of anyone who 
lives alone, or whose health is compromised. 
And when you contact one another, don’t just 
ask “how are you?” (we’re all stressed and 
frustrated!) Ask “what’s going on in your life 
today?” or “how are you using your time now?” 

We don’t know how long this might continue, 
but the likelihood is that it will be at least 
several weeks. We 
may need to buy 
groceries for one 
another, or run 
o t h e r e r r a n d s . 
Many churches are 
exploring ways to 
use Zoom or Skype, 
Google Hangout, or 
other formats to 
create social space. 
We may get really 
creat ive in this 
time. I’ve been part 
of several phone-in 
and Zoom meetings 
recently - what if 
w e o r g a n i z e d a 
phone-in or on-line 
s i n g i n g p a r t y ? 
What if groups of 
us agreed to read 
the same book and 
h o l d a n o n - l i n e 
discussion about it, or an email chain? We 
could watch the same movie on TV, and then 
discuss it together. I’ll continue to send out 
readings or poems every few days which I hope 
will offer encouragement, or comfort, or calm: 
those I’ve sent to UU Rutland and UU Glens 
Falls have been very well received. And read 
y o u r c h u r c h n e w s l e t t e r s o r o t h e r 
communications, especially in these times. 
They often contain valuable information, and 
they’re another important another way to 
connect. 

We can do our best to support others through 
this time. If you usually employ a housekeeper 
or gardener or child-care person but aren’t 
doing so now, consider paying them anyhow if 
you can. In areas where restaurants can no 
longer serve in-house meals (and their number 
is expanding), order take-out from restaurants 
you trust to help them weather this downturn. 
If you order things on-line, consider which 
businesses might most need your business at 
this time - order books from your local 
bookstore rather than Amazon, for example. 
When you shop, include some items for the 

local food bank and 
drop them off. The 
economic impact of 
this virus will be 
massive, so to the 
extent that you are 
a b l e , h e l p t o 
mitigate that.     

F inal ly , we can 
m o n i t o r o n e 
another, especially 
t h o s e w h o l i v e 
alone. Check up on 
each other’s health, 
emotional as well 
as physical. Share 
ideas and o f fer 
support. Keep one 
another in your 
thoughts, and let 
others know you’re 
d o i n g s o . K e e p 

doing the things 
that are likely to slow down this virus, even 
when they’re uncomfortable and unfamiliar 
and unwanted – stay home, stay physically 
apart. But STAY CONNECTED! Stay in touch 
in ways that are healthy now, in this reality. 
Remind one another intentionally and often of 
how much we mean to one another, and of how 
much each of us is valued. Somehow (may it be 
soon!) we’ll get through this – and someday 
we’ll see one another in person, once again. 

With love and concern, 
Rev. Barbara 
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RE ZOOM SESSION 
RE Kids will continue “Breathe and Be”, our year 
of mindfulness by moving onto Zoom.com for 
our April session! We will be posting a link to the 
class on our Facebook page, or contact Margaret 
(undunne@gmail.com) for more information. 
The meeting will be held at the usual time- April 
5th, from 10:30-11:45am. We hope to support 
our kids through this lonely and stressful time by 
using our mindfulness tools, and sending 
lovingkindness to our communities and around 
the world.  

ANNUAL MEETING POSTPONED 
The Annual Meeting of  church members is 
postponed  until  circumstances permit. It was 
scheduled for the  first Sunday in May, but we 
don't know when we will be able to safely gather 
the membership for this meeting. Significant 
business includes passing a budget and elections. 
We will not have a meaningful budget plan by 
early May. We won't know the full impact of 
COVID-19 on the daycare and our rental income 
from them. We won't know yet how committee 
budgets may be affected and we probably won't 
have been able to complete our canvas campaign 
by then. Postponement was by unanimous vote 
of the Trustees at a Zoom meeting on March 
21st. 

ANYBODY GOT A MINUTE? 
The church office is missing minutes of our 
Annual Meeting from 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 
2000, 2002, 2004, 2005, and 2006.   If you have 
any of these, either on paper or electronically, 
could you please send them to the church office?  

If you have a paper original that you want 
returned, just let our Administrative Assistant 
know.  Thank you! 

GOODS AND SERVICES AUCTION 
Please stay posted for updates on the 2020 
Goods and Services Auction. We’re looking 
forward to our chance to raise some fun(ds) 
together! 

CONTRADANCE 
We’re sad to have missed the Family 
Contradance in March :(. RE and Membership 
Committees hope to continue with contradances 
for the Spring and Fall Equinoxes in the 
2020-2021 church year.   

OPEN MIC 
Like everything else, Open Mic is cancelled 
indefinitely. Stay posted for any new details.  

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… 
In this issue, we catalog protection symbols from 
many cultures, mindful of the protection we all 
are craving right now. As I collected them, I 
noticed how many are circular, invoking 
wholeness. Photos are borrowed liberally from 
the world-wide web, and where credited, that 
credit is maintained in UU News&Views. The 
editor is grateful to their sources for lending 
their beauty and visual concepts to our humble 
newsletter.
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Announcements

April Birthdays! 
4/4 Kurt Kretvix 
4/5 Bela Francoeur-Schug

Best wishes to you…  
and all other April birthdays

In the Italian tradition, pendants like these 
w

ere w
orn to w

ard off “the Evil Eye”. 
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Canvass Update 
Since we are not able to meet in person as a 
community for the next several weeks we 
wanted to send you an update with some 
good news from the Canvas Committee. The 
good news is that even with all we are 
experiencing with the COVID-19 crisis, we 
already have ten pledges with eight of them 
increases over last year. This is a great 
response!  Thank you. 
  
Given the current challenges, we are 
extending the deadline for pledge forms to 
be returned by two weeks to April 12th. With 
the economic uncertainty and general ill 
ease, we are hopeful that as members and 
friends of the UU Rutland Church are able, 

they will send in their pledges for the 
continued work of our community and that 
the two week extension will be helpful.   As 
in the past, pledges can be revised at a 
future date, if needed. 

We kicked off our campaign in early March 
with a service given by Rev. Barbara Threet 
that sparked a lot of sharing about what our 
church means to each of us. Perhaps as we 
are on a hiatus from our in person 
community activities we are even more 
aware of the importance of the UU Church 
of Rutland in our lives. Please think about 
what you will pledge to support our church 
in the coming year. Pledge forms can be 
sent to the church or sent as an attachment 
i n a n e m a i l t o 
catherinethomas922@gmail.com.   

Please reach out to any member of 
the committee if you have any 
questions.   Thank you very much for 
your generous support! 

In Fellowship, 

The Canvass Committee 

•Kimberly Bushnell 
kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com 
(802)235-9626  
•Sara Meling sm@melingvt.com 
(802)235-1336 
•Ed Safford 
edward.c.safford@gmail.com 
(802)747-7244 
•Cathy Thomas 
catherinethomas922@gmail.com 
(802)293-2510

“Eye of Horus” by TerraSoliel. Used as a 
protection symbol since the days of Ptolemy, 
the eye is said to guide your senses to the 
right path, as well as to repel maleficent 
forces. 
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COVID-19 and Church Finances 
This is a challenging time for everyone in so 
many ways, including financially.   The good 
news is that the church has the resources to 
still cover its bills.   
  -  We have prepaid  utilities, employees and 
our regular vendors by one to three months 
to simplify managing getting out payments.  
Making payments involves getting mail, 
writing checks, getting authorized signatures, 
steps that normally are straightforward but 
are now more challenging. 
   - The daycare is still operating since it cares 
for children of essential providers.   They are 
a valued tenant and are facing their own 
financial challenges as the number of 
children has greatly reduced.   We have 
agreed to reduced rental as they provide an 
important service and we want to help them 
survive through this extraordinary time. 
     - Vermont Actors' Repertory Theater has 
currently suspended use of our space, but 
will hopefully again use the space when 
circumstances permit. 

  - Tejal is currently working from home.  She 
can be reached through the church's email 
and voicemail (thanks to JP Cass and Tim 
Abraham!!).   She normally helps with the 
mail, but getting mail will be infrequent 
during the stay-at-home orders.   
    - Mike is continuing to work at the church.  
Continuing to clean the daycare space is 
essential for their ability to operate. 

I will be monitoring our finances.   Some 
costs will go down, but we also have some 
fixed costs.  I am looking to take advantage of 
what help there is in the federal stimulus bill 
f o r n o n - p r o f i t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
church.   Thanks to everyone who is able to 
continue making pledge payments.   I 
recognize that in this unusual time, some will 
understandably not be able to.   

Please feel free to reach out to me if you have 
a n y q u e s t i o n s o r c o n c e r n s a t 
vermontdi@gmail.com or 459-2919. 
Diane Sander, Treasurer  
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A Few Ideas for Kids (and 
others!) at Home 
from MAREVA MILLARC (a friend in Middletown Springs) 
Hello :)   
Here are a few ideas to make your stay at 
home a little easier (remember to clean up 
after play!):   
1. Take close-up pictures of things and 
share to see who makes the best guess  
2. Make a mask with items at home   
3. Prepare a meal by following a recipe   
4. Have a puppet show with characters 
made of old socks   
5. Have a funny fashion show  
6. Build a house out of covers   
7. Make ornaments out of things in nature  
8. Play store  
9. Make a video to express what you're 
feeling during this time 

10. Make a positive poster   
11. Invite parents to act out a play   
12. Make a collage with positive words and 
pictures  
13. Take out all action figures and make 
a movie  
14. Come up with an imaginary hero who 
saves us from the virus, give it a name 
(draw it)  
15. Sing, video and share   
16. Write a short story  
17. Surprise a loved one with a nice 
gesture  
18. Make " blind" drawings (drawing an 
object by observation without looking at 
the paper)   
19. Send pictures and an email to 
someone  
20. Paint  
Have fun! 
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When this is over,  
may we never again  
take for granted  
A handshake with a stranger  
Full shelves at the store  
Conversations with neighbors  
A crowded theatre  
Friday night out  
The taste of communion  
A routine checkup  
The school rush each morning  
Coffee with a friend  
The stadium roaring  
Each deep breath  
A boring Tuesday  
Life itself. 

When this ends,  
may we find  
that we have become  
more like the people  
we wanted to be  
we were called to be  
we hoped to be  
and may we stay  
that way-better 
for each other 
because of the worst. 

-LAURA KELLY FANUCCI 

A kolam or rangoli is a 
geometrical line drawing 
composed of curved loops, drawn 
around a grid pattern of dots. In 
South India and Sri Lanka, it is 
widely practised by female Hindu 
family members in front of their 
houses. They are believed to bring 
prosperity and protection to the 
home, as well as the presence of 
deities. They are traditionally 
made with rice flour and renewed 
each day. The patterns usually 
feature lines that are closed, to 
emphasize warding off evil.
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Because of the coronavirus quarantine, there 
will be no gathering for services at our 
church, at least for April. Here are our plans 
for this month’s online services, via Zoom. 
Some programs, particularly Rev. Threet’s, 
may vary to address the changing needs of 
the moment. We all miss being together, but 
while we are not, we can still keep in touch 
and help each other in fellowship.  

Here is a link to a helpful video on how to 
use Zoom. (Just click on it, and the video 
will play!) 

h t t p s : / /
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

If you need help to get 
Zoom working for you, 
please call the church you 
will be called back by 
someone who can guide 
you through it. Zoom is 
generally easy to use and it 
w o r k s o n c o m p u t e r s , 
tablets and smart phones. 

April 5th: Dick Weis 
“ T h e D o c t r i n e o f 
Discovery, UUs and 
the Indian Boarding 
Schools”  
In the 19th century, many thousands of 
Indian children were forcibly taken from 
their tribes and put in church sponsored 
boarding schools. The Doctrine of Discovery 
of 1452 provided the foundation which 
shaped the structure of these boarding 
schools, including one that was run by 
Unitarians.  

ALSO, it’s RE Sunday! Join our Zoom 
meeting for kids 5-12 on how mindfulness 
and loving-kindness can help us weather 
these difficult times. We have posted a link 
on our Facebook page. 

April 12th: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“Easter for UUs” 
For Christians the world over, Easter is The 
Most Important Religious Celebration. But 
most UUs don’t believe people can be raised 
from the dead (even Jesus), or that the death 
of one person saves humanity in any way, so 
Easter can be a challenge. And talk about the 
coming of spring and Easter only works in 
the northern hemisphere: in the southern, 
they’re moving into winter. So what does 
E a s t e r m e a n f o r u s a s U n i t a r i a n 
Universalists?  (A suggestion, especially for 

this year: Easter provides an 
occasion to wear an Easter 
Bonnet, as we worship 
together from the comfort of 
our own homes!) 

April 19th: Dana Baron 
“Adventures  
Big and Small”  
This sermon explores the 
transition into retirement 
through the lessons learned 
from a 600-mile hike on the 

Appalachian Trail. 

A p r i l 2 6 t h : R e v . 
Barbara Threet 
“Telling Stories” 
Stories have been used 

throughout history and across virtually all 
cultures to entertain, instruct, constrain and 
encourage. History and values, religion and 
culture are passed through stories, true or 
fictional. Cultures borrow (and sometimes 
steal) stories, and people have used them for 
all sorts of purposes. What role do stories 
play in our lives? (The right to choose the 
topic for this sermon was purchased by JP 
Cass at the Spring 2019 Auction.) 

May 3rd: TBA 

RE Sunday- we will be meeting, either in 
person or via Zoom as conditions permit.

The “endless knot”  pattern has been 
traced back to 2500BCE and is a 
sacred symbol to Buddhists especially.
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NEWS&VIEWS 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

U p c o m i n g 
Events
April 5th Re Sunday: Breathe and Be (via Zoom)

The “solar cross”  has been dated back to the Bronze 
Age and showed up in many neolithic cultures, 
especially to invoke the power of the sun and 
seasons.
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