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President’s Letter
W H O C O M E S T O C H U R C H , W H O with modern chairs a couple years ago, but
CONTRIBUTES, AND WHY?
perhaps other changes are necessary.
If the money and the effort people give to our
church had declined the way Sunday attendance
has over the last decade or so, we would be in
serious trouble. Just because this has not
happened, however, is not a reason to be
complacent. Those who give but do not attend may
eventually stop giving. So here are some questions
to which I would appreciate answers well before
my term as President ends this spring:
If you know people who seldom if ever come on
Sunday morning but do work for the church or give
money to the church, do you know why they stay
away? Do they have conflicting appointments or
duties on Sunday mornings? Do they not generally
appreciate sermons, music, or social time very
much, but still support the church because they
appreciate its role in the community, such as
helping the local climate change group, 350
Rutland, sponsoring NAACP events, or renting
space to the Horizons Early Learning Center or the
Vermont Actors' Repertory Theatre? Or do they
appreciate some sermons, some music, or some
social time, but not ours in particular? If so, what
would they like to see change? Do they have
children and find our activities for children
lacking? Do they find something physically
uncomfortable about attending on Sunday? We did
replace the mid 19th century upholstered pews
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This is not an exhaustive list of possible reasons for
attending or staying away, of course. Different
people like different aspects of gatherings in
general and church services in particular. At a
Unitarian Universalist Association workshop
several years ago, using those who attended as
examples, the leaders showed that different things
attracted different UUs. Some were oriented
mostly to the spoken word and enjoyed sermons
most. Some preferred learning through seeing.
Some enjoyed music the most. Some were more
kinesthetic and liked services that involved
physical activity, like dancing. Some preferred
small group discussions. I don't think this came up
then, but some probably are attracted or repelled
by the smell of some churches. For example, some
love incense and others hate it. Thinking of the
physical aspect of churches I suppose some like
dark spaces with stained glass. Others want clear
windows and a beautiful view. You probably can
think of other things, too. Let me or one of the
other Trustees know.
I don't mean to downplay the contributions of
those who do not attend but do support the church
with work or money. I do want to know if some of
them would like to attend if only we changed
something.
-Herb Ogden
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“What is that feeling when
you're driving away from
people and they recede on the
plain till you see their specks
dispersing?
- it's the too-huge world
vaulting us, and it's good-bye.
But we lean forward to the
next crazy venture beneath
the skies.”
-Jack Kerouac
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk…
Recently I had occasion to look up Theodore
Roethke’s poem “The Far Field”, a powerful
reflection on life and meaning and even facing
death, which ends with these words:
…A ripple widening from a single stone
Winding around the waters of the world.
I hadn’t thought about
Roethke in a while. I was
nudged to look up the poem
after reading a thoughtprovoking, fictional book by
the same title, by Indian
author Madhuri Vijay. It’s the
story of one young woman
who finds herself enmeshed in
the political struggles of the
Kashmiri people in northern
India. She tries to make a
difference, not fully
understanding - barely
understanding at all – the
situation in which she’s found
herself. Events long before she
arrived in Kashmir, as well as
those she thinks she’s setting
in motion, unfold in ways
quite unlike what she’d
imagined, with implications
she could not have known. Justice and freedom,
choice and destiny and even love and obligation all
circle around and entwine, and very little is clear
or simple.
Much of life is like that. In fact, I think all of life is
like that. We often understand very little of a vast
picture, and rarely (if ever) understand all of it. All
of life – every action – has implications. Often we
can’t foretell what they’ll be and can’t control
them. Often we never even know all the ripples
from our own actions. The impact of each of our
lives spreads wide, over time and distance.
I’ve been thinking a lot about that in recent weeks,
in part thanks to discussions in the Building Your
Own Theology study group at UU Glens Falls,
where we focused on justice this month, and the
UU Principles study group at UU Bennington,
where we focused on the second principle this

Rutland UUs: News and Views

month – justice, equity and compassion in human
relations. Of course, there are also looming
questions on the national level about how justice is
(or isn’t) served – for immigrants, for women, for
DACA recipients, for our environment itself, and
the list goes on.
How do we as individuals, or we
as a congregation, work for
justice? What impact can any of
us have? I think about the
difference between working for
individual justice or equity, and
the struggle to change systemic
injustices. Both matter, of course.
Individual justice can be clearer:
you serve a meal to this homeless
person, or tutor that child, or give
money to a particular project. We
all know the story about the child
tossing starfish back into the sea:
the jaded adult comes along and
reminds the child that their
efforts will not save all the
beached starfish, and the child
tosses one more back into the
water and says, “That’s true, but it
matters a lot to that one!”
Working for individual justice
certainly matters.
Systemic changes are often a lot harder, and a lot
slower. This June our country marks 100 years
since the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment,
which granted women the right to vote (although it
wasn’t ratified until August 1920). The initial
Amendment was drafted in 1878, already 30 years
after the Seneca Falls Convention which launched
the women’s suffrage movement. Susan B.
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who drafted
that 1878 document, were long dead when women
finally gained the right to vote. They never saw the
fruits of their work. But had untold thousands of
women – and many men, too – not worked for
that change, it would never have happened. Many
of those women and men probably assumed the
change would come soon: many others probably
realized it would take longer than they’d ever live
to see. But they kept on, and change happened.
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk,
continued…

Don’t give up. In the words of Dorothy Day:

Working for justice is often discouraging,

They cannot see that we must lay one brick at a

especially in this political climate. It’s hard to see

time, take one step at a time. A pebble cast into a

work that so many have fought for be so easily

pond causes ripples that spread in all directions.

undone, or at attacked so easily. The ripples of

Each one of our thoughts, words, and deeds is like

every change can be wide: both the ripples for

that. No one has the right to sit down and feel

justice and the ripples that impede it. So what can

hopeless: there’s too much work to do.”

“People say, what is the sense of our small efforts?

we do? Keep working. Remember that whatever
we do has an impact, often far beyond what we can

Shalom and Salaam,

know. Ripples may move slowly, and there are

Rev. Barbara

often competing patterns – but they do move.

What’s new with Actors’ Repertory Theater?
Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre celebrates Valentine’s

destructive relationships, drinks and becomes estranged

Day weekend with the production of “Love Letters” by

from her children.

A.R. Gurney on February 14th, 15th at

“Love Letters” is directed by Gary Meitrott, who has

7:30pm and February 16th at 3pm at the Unitarian

directed two previous shows for ART, “Steel Magnolias”

Universalist Church. The two-actor play will be presented

and “Alabama Story.” The play is designed to be read

by three different couples, with each performing one

aloud by two actors, who sit side by side at separate

show. On February 14th, the show will feature Sam Baker

table throughout the production. They read letters to each

and Sandra Gartner, February 15th will be Andrew

other over a lifelong correspondence, beginning with a

Hamling and Julie Redington and on February 16th Susan

birthday party invitation in elementary school and

Gladding Heitzman and Thomas Hartigan.

ending when they are adults who have followed different

Andrew Makepeace Ladd III and Melissa Gardner are both

paths. Although they weren’t physically together very often

born to wealth and position. They write to each other

throughout the years, they meant everything to each other

through invitations, thank-you notes and summer camp

and “were spiritually as close as only true lovers can be.”

postcards. Romantically attached, they continue to

Tickets are $22 (including $2 handling fee) per

exchange letters through boarding school and college

person. Advanced tickets can be purchased

years. While Andy goes off to war, Melissa marries, but her

at: 802Tix.com, actorsreptvt.org or in person at “The

attachment to Andy remains strong and she continues to

Rutland Herald”, 77 Grove Street, suite 102,

keep in touch as he marries, becomes a successful

Monday thru Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or at the

attorney, gets involved in politics and is elected to the U.S.

door. ART is offering a BOGO with a receipt from any

Senate.

downtown Restaurant, buy one full price ticket and get the

Meanwhile, Melissa dabbles in art, enters into
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Announcements
OPPORTUNITY TO GET WOKE
“Knotty Conversations for Anti-racist/
Multicultural Ministries” evening webinar
series sponsored by UUA New England Region
one session per month Jan through May (First
session is January 30th). Participation is free
but registration is required. For full info check
out this link:
https://www.uua.org/newengland/events/region/knotty-conversationsanti-racist/multicultural-ministries

ABOUT THE PHOTOS…
In this issue, we celebrate the joys of travel with
some vintage images of destinations and means
of travel. Photos are borrowed liberally from
the world-wide web, and where credited, that
credit is maintained in UU News&Views. The
editor is grateful to their sources for lending
their beauty and visual concepts to our humble
newsletter.

February Birthdays!
2/6 Boaz Cohen
2/22 Joan Eckley
2/25 Michael Weins
2/27 Lena Cohen
Best wishes to you…
and all other February
birthdays

Rutland UUs: News and Views

NEWS&VIEWS February 2020

You’re Invited to the

Annual Goods & Service Auction
Join us Saturday, March 21st at 6:00pm
-Fabulous Finger Food
-Sensational, Silent Auction
-Laugh-filled Live Auction
Goods and services generously donated by UU church friends and members …
Artwork & Activities! Services & Skilled labor!
Bring your friends and family. Free childcare provided.
All proceeds benefit the UU Church of Rutland.
Thank you in advance for your participation in this fun & fruitful fundraiser in support of this liberal religious
community.
Questions & Information: Erin Robbason at 802-438-2095 or uuski2003@yahoo.com
The Goods and Services Auction is coming up. It is a success because of your generous and creative donations.
The auction supports the congregation financially AND it offers an opportunity for us to explore new hobbies,
have new experiences, and make new friends. It also encourages the upcycling of treasures to new homes. Plus,
it is fun! With delicious finger food and a laugh-filled live auction, the evening is always a good time. Consider
donating to the auction. Some of the best auction items are social events and
experiences such as hikes, game nights. Also in the past, offers of pet sitting, yard work, and odd jobs have
garnered high interest. The silent auction does well with new or gentle used items which are ready for a new
home.
Donation Forms are available online (preferred). Here is the link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGoLn8CPze0c4DN9NI33RVJi6Z30z4kNLT1-BsiZgkDk4vQA/
viewform?usp=sf_link
Forms will be available in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that you describe the service or goods, as well as
make a suggestion for the value and/or opening bid. If you are offering a service it is nice to include your
“qualifications” as in if you offer 6 loaves of homemade bread include that “you have been baking since you were
10 and that friends and neighbors mysteriously stop by on baking day and won’t leave until they’ve had a fresh
slice with butter.”
Donations forms best received by Wednesday, February 26th. Ask any and all questions to help formulate your
donations or to understand better how the auction works. Please let us know if you are attending with your
children and would like childcare. Also, we are looking for folks to provide decadent finger food for the auction,
both sweet & savory… auction starts at 6pm and a well-fed bidder is a happy bidder!
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Poet’s Corner
“Looking for the Gulf Motel”
Richard Blanco
Marco Island, FLThere should be nothing here I don’t
remember….
The Gulf Motel with the mermaid lampposts
and ship’s wheel in the lobby should still be
rising out of the sand like a cake decoration.
My brother and I should still be pretending
we don’t know our parents, embarrassing us
as they roll the luggage cart past the front desk
loaded with our scruffy suitcases, two-dozen
loaves of Cuban bread, brown bags bulging with
enough mangos to last the entire week, our
espresso pot, the pressure cooker- and a pork
roast reeking of garlic through the lobby. All
because we can’t afford to eat out, not even on
vacation, only two hours away from our home
in Miami, but far enough away to be thrilled by
whiter sands on the west coast of Florida, where
I should still be for the first time watching
the sun set instead of rise over the ocean.
There should be nothing here I don’t
remember…
My mother should still be in the kitchenette
of the Gulf Motel, her daisy sandals from Kmart
squeaking across the linoleum, still gorgeous in
her teal swimsuit and amber earrings stirring a
pot of arroz-con-pollo, adding sprinkles of
onion powder and dollops of tomato sauce. My
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father should still be in a terrycloth jacket
smoking, clinking a glass of amber whiskey in
the sunset at the Gulf Motel, watching us dive
into the pool, two boys he’ll never see grow into
men who will be proud of him.
There should be nothing here I don’t
remember…
My brother and I should be playing Parcheesi,
my father should still be alive, slow dancing
with my mother on the sliding-glass balcony of
the Gulf Motel. No music, only the waves
keeping time, a song only their minds hear tenthousand nights back to their life in Cuba. My
mother’s face should still be resting against his
bare chest like the moon resting on the sea, the
stars should still be turning around them.
There should be nothing here I don’t
remember…
My brother should be thirteen, sneaking
rum in the bathroom, sculpting naked women
from sand. I should still be eight years old
dazzled by seashells and how many seconds I
hold my breath underwater- but I’m not. I am
thirty-eight, driving up Collier Boulevard,
looking for the Gulf Motel, for everything that
still should be, but isn’t. I want to blame the
condos, their shadows for ruining the beach and
my past, I want to chase the snowbirds away
with their tacky mansions and yachts, I want to
turn the golf courses back into mangroves, I
want to find The Gulf Motel exactly as it was
and pretend for a moment, that nothing is lost.
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Rutland
Minutes of Board of Trustees
Community Room
December 9, 2019
Board Members Present: Theresa Krieger, Rev.
Barbara Threet, Herb Ogden, Yvonne Brunot,
Diane Sander, Joan Eckley, Kimberly Bushnell.
Secretary's Report: Motion
Diane/ Joan to accept minutes.
Passed with one correction.
Treasurer's Report. We're in
the black, which is unusual for
this time of year.
President's Report: A/V
instructions are finally done!!
Minister's Comments: COM
suggested we send out an email
looking for reading glasses for
people who can't read. We
finally got our lead paint
inspection done. We could do
this easily ourselves if we had a
trained inspector. COM is
working on this.
Committees and Task
Force:
Pastoral Care: needs new
members
B&G: No follow up on the wiring of the
Chandelier. Herb will continue to pester JP
about getting this done or at least letting us
know who the contractor is. Nothing was done
about loose masonry found in tower by painters.
The weather got in the way. Probably not
practical to get it done over winter. Can get it
scheduled now. Herb will work with Ivan to get
that scheduled.
Welcoming Congregations: Christophre was
away so we hadn't gotten anything done.
Old Business:
ART Update: We're building a relationship. It's
going well. We need help with concessions –
people to physically be there. They have more
specifics for dates they need so that frees up
some dates for us. The lift is broken. This will
keep a producer's husband from being able to
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attend. It won't be fixed until the 17th. Herb will
work around their set up for his play on Sunday
and let them know they don't have to reset
Saturday night.
Calendar: Kimberly and Tejal will talk by email
about how to set it up and who can access and
what the protocol will be for adding things. Tejal
will be out of the office 1/20-2/7.
Music : still need to hear from
Becky Eno about a proposal for
paying for piano playing.
Sunday Service Committee:
limping along without a chair.
Barbara will look into CLF
services. There's a service we can
pay for that would provide full
services that would be available.
New Business:
Advertisement in Herald for
Holiday Service: Barbara will call
Jim Haley. Motion Diane/ Joan
to spend up to $120 for an ad for
Christmas Eve Service. Passed
Discussion of FAST: Motion
Rebecca/Yvonne to have Tejal
forward to the congregation and
let them know we have the same
speaker coming in January.
Discussion of Animal policy:
Motion Theresa/ Rebecca to remove allowing
well behaved therapy animals, the description of
therapy animals in paragraph 3 remove mention
of therapy animals in paragraph 4 which
describes grounds to remove service animals.
Office Use for ART: ART wants to use office for
actors to wait between scenes during
performances. Kimberly will tell them this is
okay.
Broadsheet to outline our dreams for the
district: Agreement Herb wrote a great draft.
Some suggested edits to be made. Suggestion for
cover letter expressing the urgency of the matter
in a concise way. Herb will send his contact list
to Tejal and see if she has time to update it.
Discussed making phone calls to get correct
contact information and give them a heads up
that the letter is coming.
Respectfully Submitted,
Theresa Krieger
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Upcoming Services:

February

February 2nd: Tabitha Pohl-Moore
“How to Be Anti-Racist”
Ms. Pohl-Moore will speak about her
experience of growing up a person of color in
VT and the anti-racism work that VT needs
to be doing now.
February 9th: Rev.Barbara Threet
“Reason, Science,
Darwin and Priestly”
What do scientists such as Charles Darwin
and Joseph Priestly (and Isaac Newton and
Linus Pauling) have to do with Unitarian
Universalism? They were all Unitarian
scientists - and Unitarianism embraced
science when many religions did not. What
can they say to us now, with the recent
increase in ignoring or discounting scientific
facts and research?
February 16th: Brenda Churchill
“Ask A Transgender Person”
Brenda hopes that by decreasing ignorance
though a unique presentation of herself, her
own life interactions and answering the
tough, critical questions, she can make her
community, especially transgender folks,
safer and begin to eliminate hate and
prejudice. She has presented this program
to local farmers markets, corporate boards,

college classes, churches, mental health
agencies, and social justice groups. Bring
your questions and open minds!
February 23rd: Calvin Dame
"To Bless The World"
We generally underestimate the power that
we hold to bless those we love and the world
we live in.
That power is
significant. Blessing is an act of generosity, it
requires a generosity of spirit, and we are
not always able to nurture and defend that
spirit in ourselves. Calvin is also a graduate
of Rutland High School, and is delighted to
return to Rutland for the day! He completed
seminary at the Thomas Starr King School
for Religious Leadership in Berkeley,
California and served churches in Monson,
Massachusetts, and Augusta, Maine.
March 1st: Rebecca Mattis
"I'm Helping!"
People love to help. It feels good to make a
contribution. We volunteer, we give to
charity, we give our friends a hand. But
we've all experienced instances of wellintentioned help that was not really helpful.
In this talk, Rebecca tries to develop some
principles of helpful help, as well as
wrestling with more difficult questions about
how to discern whether help will be helpful.
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Upcoming
Events
J a n u a r y 2 0 t h - Tejal is on vacation
February 7th
January 30th

Knotty Conversations- first session

February 2nd

Re Sunday: Breathe and Be

February 7th

Open Mic

February 14th, 15th Love Letters performances by ART
and 16th
February 26th
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Goods and Services Auction donation deadline

