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President’s Letter 
This month's letter is about UU events outside 
Rutland. First, I want to commend Vice 
President Kimberly Bushnell, Trustee Theresa 
Krieger, Tim Abraham, and Christophre Woods 
for joining me in attending a session on 
“Claiming Your Spiritual Leadership,” put on by 
the New England Region of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association in Montpelier on 16 
November. We had to leave church at 7:30am to 
arrive on time and didn't return till around 5 
pm, but the session was worthwhile. It was a 
particular pleasure because one of the presenters 
was Rev. Erica Baron. She was our settled half 
time minister from 2008 – 2013. Since she left 
us, she has been the minister in Kingston, New 
York. This summer, she left that church and is 
now a member of the New England Region staff. 
She and the other two presenters first helped us 
think about how we could make use of the gifts 
posessed by each church member. They then 
covered “inner work,” dealing with the good and 
the bad in UU heritage, covenanting in various 
groups, and taking risks for the good of the 
church. In the morning, we discussed these with 
tablemates from other congregations. In the 
afternoon, the five of us from Rutland discussed 
how to apply these ideas in our own church. 
Some ideas were: sharing with others what we 
are enthusiastic about, using music to meditate, 
explaining symbols like the flaming chalice, 

reviewing our church covenant periodically and 
covenanting in small groups, and trying new 
service elements on Sundays. We thought we 
might begin on these by discussing them at 
Circle Dinners.   

Kimberly, Theresa and I lunched with Rev. Paul 
Sawyer, of the Hartland church (where I went as 
a child), to discuss further the plan of the 
Northern New England District Board to 
dissolve the District. Paul is one of the District's 
two board members from Vermont, out of a total 
of seven. The District covers Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and Maine. After examining the 
dissolution proposal at length, our Rutland 
board of trustees has opposed it. We want at 
least some of the District's over three million 
dollar endowment to be available to pay for 
services that folks in northern New England 
decide they need, rather than have it all go to the 
UUA and have the national leadership decide 
what is best for us. We think keeping the District 
structure is more in line with the UU Principle 
calling for use of the democratic process. 
Dissolution would take a vote of two thirds of the 
District delegates at the April annual meeting. 
We have two delegates plus the minister. We 
have voted to work with other churches in the 
District to prevent dissolution, so that the local 
delegates, not the UUA national leadership, can 
continue to decide how best to spend our money. 
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Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Rutland 

775-0850 
http://rutlanduu.org 

uuvt@myfairpoint.net 

Minister: 
Rev. Barbara Threet 
President:        
Herb Ogden             293-2510 
Vice President:          
Jim Haley                  483-9395 
Moderator: 
Joan Eckley 
Treasurer:                     265-3205 
Diane Sander           459-2919 
Secretary: 
Theresa Krieger      683-7794 
Trustees:           
Rebecca Mattis        773-3535 
Yvonne Brunot        747-7244 

Church Secretary:  
Tejal Dholakia 

Available by appointment 
On vacation from 
1/20/20-2/7/20
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It is time for our church to take positive actions to combat 
climate change! I believe that we all have a personal 
responsibility to lighten our negative impact on our planet.  
Personally, anything we can save from the trash or recycling is 
a winner. Our diverse group of church participants probably 
have many ideas that others of us could use and I am 
requesting that these ideas be shared.  

I will share some ideas that have worked for me.   Living in a 
small house, composting, using Energy Star appliances, LED 
light bulbs and an on demand hot water heater are some. For 
cleaning I use vinegar, baking soda, citrus juice, bleach and 
ammonia. Also, I bring clean labelled plastic bags to shop for 
fruits, veggies and grains. I use cardboard and newspapers to 
kill weeks and grass and they can be covered with bark mulch, 
peat moss etc. I dry my clothes and linens outdoors or on 
racks. A rack of drying clothes can humidify a room. Once 
dried, they can be softened by the fluff dry mode in the dryer.  

Please send your ideas to Joan Eckley at jleckley@gmail.com 
or at 802-265-3204.

Climate Change Action 
with Joan Eckley

D
iw

ali lights in India, Chaukka candles

“I will love the light, for it 
shows me the way, yet I will 
endure the darkness because 
it shows me the stars.” 
                                                                              -Og Mandino
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Two poems for this coming season of snow 
and cold. The first, “The Snow-Storm” 
written by sometime-Unitarian minister and 
great poet and philosopher Ralph Waldo 
Emerson.  

Announced by all the trumpets of the sky, 
Arrives the snow, and, driving o’er the 
fields, 
Seems nowhere to alight: the whited air 
Hides hills and woods, the river, and the 
heaven, 
And veils the farm-house at the garden’s 
end. 
The sled and traveler stopped, the courier’s 
feet 
Delayed, a l l f r iends shut out , the 
housemates sit 
Around the radiant fireplace, enclosed 
In a tumultuous privacy of storm. 

Come see the north wind’s masonry. 
Our of an unseen quarry evermore 
Furnished with tile, the fierce artificer 

Curves his white bastions with projected 
roof 
Round every windward stake, or tree, or 
door. 
Speeding, the myriad-handed, his wild work 
So fanciful, so savage, naught cares he 
For number or proportion. Mockingly, 
On coop or kennel he hangs Parian 
wreaths; 
A swan-like form invests the hidden thorn; 
Fills up the farmer’s lane from wall to wall, 
Maugre the farmer’s sighs; and at the gate 
A tapering turret overtops the work. 
And when his hours are numbered, and the 
world 
Is all his own, retiring, as he were not, 
Leaves, when the sun appears, astonished 
Art 
To mimic in slow structures, stone by stone, 
Built in an age, the mad wind’s night-work, 
The frolic architecture of snow. 

Continued on the following page…
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk, 
continued… 

And the second, by Marge Piercy, called “On 
New Year’s Day, as a wish for 2020. 

Bless this my house under the pitch pines 
where the cardinal flashes and the kestrels 
hover 
crying, where I love and work with my lover 
Woody and my cats, where the birds gather 
in winter to be fed and the squirrel dines 
from the squirrel-proof feeder. Keep our water 
bubbling up clear. Protect us from the fire’s 
long teeth and the lashing of hurricanes 
and the government. Please, no foreign wars. 
Keep the house from termites and the bane 
of quarreling past what can be sweetly healed. 
Keep our cats from hunters and savage dogs. 
Watch with care over Woody splitting logs 

and mostly keep us from our sharpening fear 
as we skate over the ice of the new year. 

May your holidays include times around the 
radiant fireplace, real or figurative. May you 
take the time to notice the wild sculpturing and 
power of the snowstorm (in whatever form that 
shows itself for you), and when the sun appears 
again, may it show you beauty. And the coming 
year – may we all be safe, and courageous, 
loved and cared for, and willing to keep on with 
the work of this world, despite obstacles. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Blessed Solstice, Merry 
Christmas, Happy New Year, and all the rest of 
the various holidays and holy days of the 
coming weeks too! 

Shalom and Salaam, 
Rev. Barbara 

The Importance of Being Ernest! 
In December, Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre (ART) will 
perform The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde in 
our sanctuary as part of their 15th season. Show dates and 
times are December 6-8th and 13-15th at 7:30pm on Fridays 
and Saturdays and 3pm on Sundays.  

There are three ways for people in our church community to 
get to see it: 
1. Volunteer to staff the concessions (bakers also needed). 
The church keeps the proceeds so this is a great way to see 
the show and help make a little money for our church.  
2. Make use of one of the four complimentary tickets we have 
been given for each performance. We will have a lottery if 
there are more people than tickets. Let Kimberly know which 
performance you’d like to attend.  
3. Buy tickets and come see the show!! 
Bring friends and family! The church receives 30% of all ticket 
sales! Let’s help fill the sanctuary by talking it up. Community 
theatre at its best, this classic comedy, performed in the 
round.  

Questions, to sign up for concessions, or put your name in for 
the comp tickets, please contact talk Kimberly Bushnell at 
kimberly.bushnell@icloud.com or 235-9626.  

The Importance of Being Earnest is considered one of 
the most renowned plays from the comedies by the well-
known playwright Oscar Wilde. Its characters, situations and 

highly comical observation of upper English society have 
entertained audiences for generations. 

It is the story of two bachelors, John ‘Jack’  Worthing 
and Algernon ‘Algy’ Moncrieff, who create alter egos named 
Ernest to escape their tiresome lives. They attempt to win the 
hearts of two women, who conveniently, claim to love only 
men called Ernest. The elaborate plot includes Victorian 
sensibilities with some of the best loved and bizarre 
characters to be found on the modern stage. 

Richard Reed directs The Importance of Being Earnest for 
ART with a cast of both familiar and new faces. The cast 
includes Trevor Shatney, Ray McCoy, Thomas Curran, Carol 
Reed, Rose Curran, Danica Stein, Torri Hixon, Andy Hamling 
and David Kiefner. Stage Manager is Janelle Faignant, music 
and sound effects by Michael Holmes, lighting design by 
Evan Breault, costumes by Nancy Ellery and co-produced by 
Sandra Gartner and Kristen Hixon.   

The rest of the ART 15th season includes Love Letters by A.R. 
Gurney, February 14-16th with shows at 7:30pm on Fridays 
and Saturdays and 3pm on Sundays. The End of the World 
as We Know It written by Jeanne Beckwith. The show will be 
performed on April 17-19th and 24-26th with shows at 7:30pm 
on Fridays and Saturdays and 3pm on Sundays. 

Tickets are $20 per person plus $2 processing fee. Tickets 
may be purchased at: 802Tix.com or in person at The Rutland 
Herald, 77 Grove Street, Suite 102 and at the door. 
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OPEN MIC ON HIATUS 
Due to Vermont Actors Repertory Theater 
presentation schedule and the busy holiday 
season, there will be no open mic at the church 
in December. The first Friday Open Mics will 
resume Friday, 7pm, January 3, 2020.  

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… 
In this issue, we celebrate the light that we 
bring into the darkness of winter through our 
celebrations and holidays. Photos are borrowed 
liberally from the world-wide web, and where 
credited, that credit is maintained in UU 
News&Views. The editor is grateful to their 
sources for lending their beauty and visual 
concepts to our humble newsletter.

Announcements

December Birthdays! 
4th:     Marcia Foley 
4th:     Herb Ogden  
17th:   Jennifer Cohen   
28th:   Cathy Thomas 
Best wishes to you…  
and all other December 
birthdays

“G
lade Jul” by Viggo Johansen

January Birthdays! 
1st:    Greta Francoeur 
3rd:    Ruth Gibbud  
10th:  Kathy Pingree 
20th:  Bill Burke 
Best wishes to you…  
and all other January 
birthdays!

NIGHT TREE CELEBRATION 
Children and their families are invited 
to join us for our Night Tree winter 
s o l s t i c e c e l e b r a t i o n a t t h e 
Francoeurs' on December 15th from 
3-5pm. We will decorate an outdoor 
tree with goodies for the animals, 
sing and enjoy some hot chocolate! 
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UU General 
Assembly 2020 
June 24-28th, 
Providence, RI 
GA 2020 Theme: Rooted, Inspired, & 
Ready!

We Are Rooted 
To know where we are 
headed, we must be in 
t o u c h w i t h o u r 
t h e o l o g i c a l a n d 
historical roots. A 
major focus of General 
Assembly (GA) will be 
p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 
Indigenous leaders in 
t h e N o r t h e a s t t o 
explore how to co-exist 
in right relationship 
with one another and 
the land we occupy. 
We will deepen our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
Unitarian Universalism’s role in European 
settlement, 400 years since our direct religious 
ancestors on the Mayflower landed in Plymouth 
and began the colonization of what is now New 
England. GA will delve into our theological and 
historical roots, bringing those threads into the 
present day and acting in solidarity with 
Indigenous communities. 

We Are Inspired 
We are the ones we have been waiting for. We 
have been engaged in a transformation of our 
faith to be more inclusive and anti-oppressive, 
and GA will be an opportunity to experience the 
progress we are making and enter a new phase of 
this mission-based work. Delegates will choose 
the Association’s senior elected volunteer leader 
with the election of a new Moderator. The 
Commission on Institutional Change will deliver 
its final report and engage attendees in exploring 
h o w t o t a k e a c t i o n b a s e d o n t h e i r 
recommendations. The UUA is a living laboratory 
for how we shift our faith communities as a whole 
to embrace values of justice and liberation. GA 
will provide learning opportunities for leaders to 
experience this work first-hand, and to take it 
back home. Whether you are coming to GA just 
beginning this work or already far down the road, 
leaders will leave GA with concrete skills to bring 

back their congregations to invest in the health, 
vitality and inclusivity of their communities. 

We Are Ready 
Fired up and ready to go! Our UU values call us to 
take action in the face of rising white nationalism, 
authoritarianism and climate destruction. UUs 
have been joining the #resistance locally, 
nationally and globally, and the need for our 
values of justice, equity, compassion and 
liberation rises each day. The 2020 elections are 

the most important of 
o u r l i f e t i m e f o r 
e n s u r i n g t h a t o u r 
movements for justice 
can survive and thrive, 
and UUs across the 
c o u n t r y w i l l b e 
mobilizing to “UU the 
VOTE.” Attendees will 
be inspired and trained 
u p t o e n g a g e i n 
e l e c t o r a l w o r k a s 
people of faith, living 
o u t o u r v a l u e s i n 
s e r v i c e o f a l l o u r 
intersecting justice 
commitments. 

Accessibility and Inclusivity at General 
Assembly 
The General Assembly Planning Committee is 
committed to addressing the inclusion of all 
people, whatever their abilities might be, in all GA 
activities. 

• Accessibility Services—Even if you are 
someone who doesn't usually use assistive 
equipment, you might really be helped by 
the available services, from mobility and 
hearing equipment to advice and 
orientation services. 

• Commitment to Inclusion—Beyond the 
physical accessibility of the facilities we 
use—ramps, captioning, seating cut-outs, 
etc.—we endeavor to take the next step: to truly 
welcome people with disabilities into every 
facet of GA. 

• A n t i - R a c i s m , A n t i - O p p r e s s i o n , 
Multiculturalism—The UUA affirms its 
commitment to maintain an environment free 
of discrimination and harassment based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, age, sex, 
sexual orientation, or disability. 

• Economic Accessibility—The GA Planning 
committee is focused on creating opportunities 
to participate, including financial aid and 
subsidized child care. See below for detail. 

• Logos and Other Downloadable Resources 
for Promoting GA in Your Congregations. 
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Continued from previous page… 

• Financial Aid for General Assembly 
• The General Assembly (GA) Office and Planning 

Committee are committed to the goal of making 
the General Assembly accessible to the maximum 
number of attendees possible. The Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA) Web Team 
provides extensive coverage of the General 
Assembly through our website so that those who 
are not able to join us in person may still 
participate. 

• The GA Planning Committee seeks sites for 
General Assembly by focusing on a combination of 
affordability, accessibility, and opportunity. The 
GA Office secures contracts with local hotels 
negotiating the lowest possible rates for our 
attendees and, where possible, securing 
alternative low-cost lodging such as local 
university dormitories, when available. 

• Volunteering Opportunities (volunteer your time 
at GA in exchange for registration) 

• Scholarship Opportunities 
• GA on a Budget 
• Fundraising Ideas for Congregations 
• Youth Group Grants 

• General Assembly Scholarships 
• A link to the General Assembly Unified 

Scholarship Application will be posted here March 
2nd through March 31st; the deadline to apply is 
March 31st. 

• All scholarship notifications will be sent on April 
25th. Applicants who do not receive assignments 
will be given an opportunity to register at the Early 
Bird rate. 

• Applicants who were Early Bird (November 1 - 
March 15) registrants will be eligible to roll their 
payment into a travel grant (check at GA), or apply 
their payments toward a dormitory housing 
package. 

• For General Assembly (GA) 2020, anyone is 
welcome to apply for a scholarship for GA, with 
priority given to people with a relationship to a 
Unitarian Universalist (UU) congregation or UU 
organization (covenanted community). There are 
several different funding sources available via the 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y U n i f i e d S c h o l a r s h i p 
Application: 

• General Assembly Planning Committee 
(GAPC) 

• The Planning Committee will provide registration 
and travel grants to support constituent 
participation in Providence. UUA Office of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries- After Youth Group 
Grants are reviewed and approved, funds are 
distributed via youth and young adult grants. The 
Katie Tyson Fund for Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry- This award is provided to youth and 
young adults who demonstrate outstanding 
leadership. Jerry And Denny Davidoff Fund For 
Lay Leadership- The Davidoff Fund for Lay 
Leadership will be used to support the attendance 
of lay leaders at General Assembly and other 
leadership events. Contributions from General 
Assembly attendees- Funds collected via voluntary 
contribution during GA registration are 
distributed in the same year they are donated; 
2020 registrants will help fellow attendees in 
Providence. There are also Youth Group Grants 
available for youth groups attending GA together. 

• Priority will be given to applicants who: 
• are members of historically marginalized 

communities (People of Color, LGBTQ, differing 
ability, etc.) and who share that identification on 
their application 

• have financial hardship 
• are leaders in their congregations / communities 
• represent congregations / communities that have 

not previously or recently been represented at 
General Assembly 

• Applications must be submitted no later than 
March 31st. Scholarship awards include full-time 
conference registration and/or travel grants 
(scholarship checks). Early Bird registrants will 
eligible for reimbursement of prior payments. ALL 
scholarship notifications will be sent on April 
25th. If your award includes a funded full-time GA 
registration, you will receive instructions for 
completing the registration process. 

• FUTURE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 
• June 23 – 27, 2021: Milwaukee, WI 
• June 22 – 26, 2022: Portland, OR 
• June 21 – 25, 2023: Pittsburgh, PA 
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Upcoming Services: 
December 
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December 1st: Tabitha Pohl-Moore     
“How to be an Anti-Racist” 
Ms. Pohl-Moore will speak about her 
experience of growing up a person of color 
in VT and the anti-racism work that VT 
needs to be doing now. 
  
December 8th: Rev.Barbara Threet 
“Let There Be Joy” 
This is a season full of anticipation - lights, 
food, family, presents, days off from school 
or work, lots to look of color and excitement 
and ritual to look forward to. What else 
might we be waiting for in this season, what 
else might we find? 
  
December 15th: Herb Ogden and 
Company 
“The Three Wise Women go to 
Bethlehem” 
Who had a better idea than giving a newborn 
stuff l ike frankincense and myrrh?  
Members of the congregation will play not 
only the smart wives of the Magi but also the 
rather silly Magi, in a revival of a play Rev. 
Erica Baron first produced in 2010.   If you’d 
like to play a part, please contact Herb 
Ogden,  hogden@vermontel.net, 293-2510.  
No memorization needed. 

December 22nd:  
Winter Solstice Celebration 
Come together at the church at 6pm for a 
festive Solstice celebration and potluck. We 
will celebrate at the church, or carpool to 
another location to be determined. 
No daytime service.  

December 24th: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“Christmas Eve  
Vespers Service” (5 PM) 
This beautiful, traditional UU Christmas Eve 
service will include many carols and a 
reading of the Biblical Christmas story and 
other seasonal readings. It will close with a 
candlelit singing of Silent Night.  
  
December 29th: Nancy Weis 

“Food, Glorious 
Food!” 
A program of poetry 
and readings about 

the comfort and 
glory of food.  
P l e a s e b r i n g 
non-perishable 
g o o d s f o r 
donation to the 
R u t l a n d 
C o m m u n i t y 
Cupboard.  
There will be 
no childcare 
f o r t h i s 
service. 

K
w

anzaa candles

“Paskua m
i D

itoy”, Phillipine lantern 
parade, photo by  Ilocosnorte
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 Upcoming Services: 

January 
J a n u a r y 
5 t h : S t e v e 
Crofter      
“The Community 
Asylum Seekers 
Project” 
  The Community 
A s y l u m S e e k e r s 
Project is a Bellows 
F a l l s b a s e d 
organization whose 
m i s s i o n i s t o 
provide basic needs 
and a supportive 
c o m m u n i t y f o r 
those in the process 
of seeking asylum in 
the U.S.   Steve will 
d i s c u s s t h e 
problems asylum 
seekers face, and 
ways that we can 
help. 

January 12th: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“This Year: Make Mistakes!” 
I grew up hearing, “If it’s worth doing, it’s 
worth doing right!” But there’s also an old 
adage that says, “Nothing ventured, 
nothing gained.” And when we first start 
something, we don’t do it perfectly - often 
after many years of practice, we still aren’t 
doing it ‘right’! We’ll reflect this Sunday 
on the wisdom of daring to risk do things 
not well!        

R e m a i n i n g s e r v i c e s w i l l b e 
announced in a supplement to the 
newsletter, which will be sent out in 
January. 
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NEWS&VIEWS 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

U p c o m i n g 
Events

December 1st RE Sunday: Breathe and Be

December 1st 350 Vermont Meeting

December 9th Board of Trustees meeting

December 15th Soulful Singles luncheon

December 15th Night Tree Celebration

December 22nd Winter Solstice Celebration

January 3rd Open Mic

January 5th RE Sunday: Breathe and Be

January 13th Board of Trustees meeting

January 19th Soulful Singles luncheon

J a n u a r y 2 0 t h -
February 7th

Tejal is on vacation

Buddhist monks light floating lanterns in northern Thailand
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