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President’s
Letter
Haying season is upon us: time to mow the
hay, ted it*, rake it, bale it, and store it for the
livestock to eat later. Haying season got me to
thinking about church change. “How in the
world?” you may ask. Well, the connection lies
in how we see the past. When I was growing
up on the family farm outside Hartland Four
Corners on the eastern side of the state, I
hated haying season. It was a time when I
often had to rise early and then spend a day
out in the merciless sun, walking around in
dusty stubble pitching hay onto the hay wagon.
We didn't have a baler, so I had to turn a raked
windrow of hay into a tumble. Depending on
the length of the hay, keeping most of the
tumble on my pitchfork while heaving the
tumble perhaps ten feet high onto the wagon
was a frustrating endeavor. (This ability did
c0me in handy when the Rev. Steve Wilson,
Ruth Gibbud, my wife Cathy and I took the
Transylvania pilgrimage in 2006, but I
digress.) The point is that the days spent out in
the hay mowings were not fun. Nor was it fun
to work in the dusty haymows, pitching the
hay into the far corners that could not be
reached by the hay hoist that took the hay off
the wagon and dumped it in the mows. To top
it off, the main refreshment was switchel, a
traditional concoction of water, vinegar, and
maple syrup. It did quench thirst, but I
preferred a nice fizzy root beer – which was
allowed only after the work was done. And the
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haying stayed with me long after the work was
done, because the itchy dust stayed with me.
Yet I have fond memories of growing up on the
farm. Unless something like haying season
reminds me, I don't think about the
unpleasant parts. I guess I have mostly filtered
out the stuff I didn't like.
Maybe some of us who were churchgoers years
ago have the same selective memory. We may
remember when church attendance was better,
especially among the children, because there
were fewer competing Sunday morning
activities. But was the quality of religious
education or the Sunday services better? We
may remember certain favorite rituals. But did
they appeal to lots of other people? We may
remember raising a lot of money from other
UUs with the Fall Foliage Weekend, the Ski
Weekend, or the Spring Fling. But do we
remember what a lot of work it was for the
organizers and the hosts, and how much we
worried about the weather?
It's fine to revel in the Good Old Days, but we
should also look to the future. That is being
helped by the Church Change Task Force,
whose reports have been appearing in this
newsletter. Please suggest your own ideas to
the Trustees, too.
Continued on following page…
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President’s Letter, continued

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Rutland
775-0850
http://rutlanduu.org
uuvt@myfairpoint.net

Minister:
Rev. Barbara Threet
President:
Herb Ogden
Vice President:
Kapi Reith
Moderator:
Kevin Kiefaber
Treasurer:
Diane Sander
Secretary:
Theresa Krieger
Trustees:
Rebecca Mattis
Sarah Neller

293-2510

Would you like adult religious education? If so, what? It could
be anything from Unitarian history in Transylvania to African
animism. Should we have some services that are not on
Sunday morning? Are we paying enough attention to different
learning styles? Some people learn best by doing, not by
listening. For others, the sound of a service is the main thing.
Do we have the right mix? Please let us know what the Good
New Days should look like.
-Herb Ogden
*For those of you unfamiliar with farming (probably the vast majority),
tedding means to spread hay out to dry. If you don't do that before storing
it, it will rot or possibly catch fire spontaneously.

773-9181
779-3637
459-2919
683-7794
773-3535
747-4020

Church Secretary:
Tejal Dholakia
Available Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday from 10:30-1pm

“Women and
cats will do as
they please,
and men and
dogs should
relax and get
used to the
idea.”
-Robert A. Heinlein
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UUCR Graduates- 2017
In May, Lena Cohen graduated from American
University with a bachelor’s degree in political science.
She came back to Vermont for a couple of weeks, and
then started a job as civic engagement associate with
United Neighborhood Houses in NYC. This organization
promotes and strengthens a neighborhood-based, multiservice approach to improving the lives of New Yorkers
in need. Lena found an apartment share in Brooklyn and
is having fun exploring the Big Apple.
On June 9, Liz Sander officially received her PhD in
Ecology and Evolution from the University of
Chicago. Her dissertation was an analysis of the
effectiveness of various models for food webs. In July,
she starts working in Chicago as a data analyst for a
consulting company.
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From Rev.
Barbara’s Desk….
It’s almost summer, according to the
calendar. But judging by the full-on, lush
green of the mountains and some of the
recent temperatures, it’s been summer
already for several weeks!
Summer often brings changes, and when
they’re changes relating to church life, it
can be challenging to get word out during
the summer. So, here’s word of a change
in my own life, as it relates to churches.
Next year, to my great joy, I’ll be serving as
your minister in Rutland, as you know – as
your 3/8 time minister! That means I’ll be
preaching twice a month five times in the
church year, on the second and fourth
Sundays, and once a month on the second
Sunday on the other months. But to my
delight, I’ll also be serving the UU Church of
Glens Falls (UUCGF) as their 1/3 time
minister. I’ll preach there on the third
Sunday of each month, and be in Glens Falls
for several days before that. I received the
invitation to become the minister at UUCGF
on the afternoon of Sunday, June 11th, and so
I was able to tell the Board and the
Committee on Ministry about this in person
at our meetings on Monday. I also told them
that the Glens Falls congregation is very
excited about possible collaborations
between our two churches!
Glens Falls is about an hour from Rutland, as
you probably know. There’s already been talk
among the lay leadership in both
congregations about some possibilities: at
least a few members of our Board will
probably meet with at least a few members of
their Board at some point, for example, to
share ideas, challenges, and support. Perhaps
we could hold a joint Seder in the spring, or
meet for a picnic half way between our two
congregations? Might we at some point hold
a combined weekend church retreat
somewhere? Is there a way for our children to
meet occasionally and connect with other UU
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children? Maybe between us we could gather
enough people to do a working trip to the
Arizona border with the UU College of Social
Justice (a joint venture of the UUA and the
UU Service Committee), or a visit to Romania
with UU Partner Church Council? And
certainly, our RE programs and Sunday
Service Committees can share ideas and
possibly even speakers (theirs is called a
Worship Committee). UUCR has a very
effective Pastoral Care Committee while
UUCGF has none, while they have no
Pastoral Care Committee but do have a very
active Social Justice Committee, which we
don’t have. Both churches have plenty to
share and much to gain.
I’m very much looking forward to continuing
on as your minister – and I’m delighted to
start serving UUCGF also. And I’m curious to
see what interaction and support can develop
between us. The possibilities are rich!
And now – I’m off to the airport (literally –
we leave in about forty minutes) for the
summer’s adventures. I will be in touch with
Herb while I’m gone, and I’ll also be in
Rutland on July 29th for Mary Anne Ries’s
“Take a Walk on Our Wild Side”, which I
purchased at the UUCR Auction and am very
curious to experience.
May your summers contain many moments
of beauty and reflection.
Shalom and Salaam,
Rev. Barbara
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3 Cellos - The Peace
Concert

Eugene Friesen, Naseem Alatrash
and Crispin Campbell
Sunday, July 9th 2pm. Tickets at the door,
by donation.
The Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rutland presents three innovative cello
masters for an exploration of music and
spirit from cultures around the world. With
performance credits spanning six
continents, 3Cellos integreat music from
the Middle East, European classical music
and jazz into a melodic and rhythmic
synthesis that honors both tradition and
innovation.
Four-time Grammy winner Eugene Freisen
is active internationally as a cellist,
composer, conductor and teacher. He is an
artist in residence at the Cathedral of St
John the Divine in New York City and on
the faculty of Berklee College of Music in

Boston. He is known for his work with Dave
Brubeck, Toots Theilemans, Paul Winter
Consort, and Trio Globo.
Acclaimed Palestinian cellist Naseem
Alatrash is a striking example of a unique
musical voice from the Middle East. An
accomplished classically trained musician
and improviser, Alatrash has earned a
reputation for blending Arabic, jazz and
classical music into his performances. He
has been twice awarded “String Player of
the Year” from the National Music
Competition of Palestine, and serves as a
voice for Palestinian culture through his
work with the Four Corners Quartet.
Crispin Campbell has been a faculty
member of Interlochen Arts Academy and a
well-known performer throughout North
and South America. His musical style
reflects his individuality. In a typical
performance, he makes seamless transitions
from Bach to Zappa to Django, earning him
the label: “A musician who defies
categories.”

Illustration by Brendan Wenzel for Angela DiTerlizzi’s book, “Some Pets”
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Juneteenth in July
Celebrations
by Rebecca Mattis

This month, our church will
participate in the Vermont Humanities
Council's program Reading Frederick
Douglass, brought to you by UUCR
and the Rutland NAACP. In 1852,
Frederick Douglass, one of our
nation’s greatest orators and
abolitionists, was asked to speak at an
event commemorating the signing of
the Declaration of Independence.
In his provocative speech, Douglass
said, “This Fourth of July is yours, not
mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn.”
And he asked, “Do you mean, citizens,
to mock me, by asking me to speak today?” Douglass’s speech remains
emotionally powerful and thoughtprovoking more than a century and a
half after he gave it.
Join us as we read the speech together
at 1pm on Saturday, July 9th. This will
be a public, participatory event. Copies
of the speech will be available for all.
If you are interested in reading, please
contact Rebecca Mattis. This event will
be part of a series for that
week, what we're calling
"Juneteenth in July."
Juneteenth, celebrated since
1866, celebrates the
emancipation of slaves in the
American South. The local
NAACP is planning movies
and discussion events to be
held in the sanctuary, but
details were not available in
time for this newsletter.
Look for an email
announcement soon!
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Kapi Reith’s dog Gareth showing off!
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Announcements
TEJAL’S VACATION
Our administrative assistant, Tejal Dholakia,
will be on vacation from June 19th-July 17th.
If you need assistance, please reach out to
one of the members of the Board, listed on
page two.
CHAIR FUND
Please continue to donate to the Chair Fund!
The anonymous donor who got us off our
duffs and onto new chairs is paying half of
the $4,647 cost and, if necessary, will loan us
the other half. We have begun a campaign to
raise half the cost, namely $2,323.50, so we
can avoid having to pay interest on a loan for
that amount. Especially if you have been
sitting in the old upholstered pews, your
posterior will thank you for your donation,
and so will posterity. Giving is easy: you can
put your gift in an envelope labeled “chair
fund” or you can write
“chair fund” in the memo
line of a check and put it
in the collection plate or
mail it in. Please give!
HALF
PLATE
S U G G E S T I O N S
WELCOME
We usually split the
Sunday offering between

UU Birthdays
July

1st: Fredda Mangel
4th: Bruce McNallie
11th: Jennifer Archer
11th: Jack Tally
26th: Rick Pingree
28th: Ian Suddarth
Best wishes to you… and all
other summer birthdays!
Rutland UUs: News and Views

our church and a local charity. If you have a
suggestion for a half plate recipient, please
contact Theresa Krieger, who coordinates our
Social Justice efforts.
SUPPORTING MEMBERS IN NEED
The best gift you can give someone is your
time and warm thoughts! The Pastoral Care
Committee gives you a great opportunity to
visit, organize meals/assistance for our
community members in need. Please let us
know if we can assist you, or if you would be
able to help meet particular needs such as
transportation, meals, or visits. Please think
about joining the Pastoral Care Committee or
help us to visit home bound members and
friends. For more information call Marsha
Roy at (802) 773-9014. Committee members
are Connie Green, Marsha Roy, Diana Hayes,
Sara Neller, and Yvonne Brunot. Meetings
are also attended by Rev. Barbara.
ABOUT THE PHOTOS… In this issue, we
celebrate the web of life,
as embodied in our nonhuman
animal
companions. Photos are
borrowed liberally from
the WorldWide Web,
with credits maintained
as available. We thank
their creators for lending
their beauty and visual
concept of his photos to
our humble newsletter.

August

2nd: Kathleen Guinness
2nd: Michael McMahon
6th: Marsha Roy
18th: Diana Hayes
18th: Lindra Moerdyk
24th: Joyce Underwood
26th: Yvonne Brunot
26th: Britt Abbott
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Who are the People in Your (UUCR) Neighborhood?
from the Church Change Task Force
by Sara Neller

The Committee on Ministry
I sat down briefly on June 12th with Chair
Ed Safford, Ruth Gibbud, and Jean-Marie
Walker, three of the four members of the
Committee on Ministry (CoM), to learn
more about them for this series of church
committee interviews. Bela FrancoeurSchug was absent.
The CoM is responsible for the overall
ministry of the church and it’s mission. To
this end, they provide feedback and
counsel to the minister on an ongoing
basis and handle issues related to
ministry. They did a service about their
committee about two years ago. Some UU
churches have a “Ministerial Relations”
committee. Years back, ours was called the
“Minister’s Committee” but was changed
to “Committee on Ministry”.
This year has gone well. There has been a
smooth transition and a good fit with our

Rutland UUs: News and Views

new minister, Rev. Barbara, and she
reports the committee has been quite
helpful. They have answered Rev.
Barbara’s questions concerning the
church’s customs and history, and helped
her learn about the broader Rutland
community. Accomplishments they are
proud of include maintaining
confidentiality on sensitive issues brought
to them, and successfully easing conflicts
in the community by working through
miscommunications.
They are an ongoing committee and they
don’t change members with each new
minister, but their job description changes
with each minister to help meet her/his
specific needs. What would make their job
easier is if people would come forward
with issues before they are big
problems. Their confidential work helps
our church to run smoothly.
Thank you, Committee on Ministry!!!
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UU board Meeting Minutes
May 15, 2017
Board Members Present: Theresa Krieger, Herb
Ogden, Kapi Reith, Diane Sander, Kevin Kiefaber,
Sara Neller, Rev. Barbara Threet
Committee on Ministry Liaison: Bela FrancoeurSchug
Board Members Absent: Rebecca Mattis, Diane
Sander
Elections of Officers: The following were nominated
and elected unanimously: Vice President - Kapi
Reith, Treasurer Diane Sander, Secretary –
Theresa Krieger. Discussed Social Justice
Coordinator role. Theresa has been acting social
justice coordinator for the few years and will
continue to fill in this role. Herb will put in a plug in
the newsletter for members to recommend half
plate recipients.
Treasurer's Report: The day care's delinquent rent is
down to under $300. This progress is thanks to Sara
Meling's efforts and the board thanks her. The
canvas is going well. We need to receive about
another $1550 to get the entire match for this year.
President's Report: No resignations or
appointments. There will be an AV training on 5/23
at 5:30,
spearheaded by the Sunday Service
Committee. There will hopefully be written
directions as well. We are a Dismas House sponsor.
Herb put up the $100 for sponsorship. Motion
Kevin Kiefaber/ Kapi Reith to reimburse Herb the
money taken in for the Dismas house half plate.
Passed unanimously. Herb and Rev. Barbara
described the New England Regional conference.
Minister's Comments: Rev. Barbara has been
officially elected to the Regional Board. The first
meeting is this weekend. She will be out of the
country June 16 through July 15 and then out of
state after that.
Committee Reports:
Buildings and Grounds: Kitchen stove – Stove
works. We're still waiting for directions. Exhaust
Fan - Herb will call Giancola to see if they can recall
what contractor put the fan in originally. Lighting –
J.P. Cass is working on something that will
illuminate upward and have bulbs that are easier to
change. Discussed possibilities for reflecting light
upward from windows using a mirror or Mylar
sheets. Pews – the upholstered pews have mostly
been removed. We're taking feedback on pew
arrangement. Back Door – This has been fixed. The
door broke because it doesn't latch when it's
unlocked. Discussion of possibilities for preventing
this from recurring. Concluded this would be an
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expensive fix for a situation that doesn't occur often.
Discussion of getting new door codes for back door
as requested by Five Star. The Parent Child Center
had the back door code programmed. Contacting
them would likely be the first step if we were pursue
this. Fragrance Free Area – This is working well so
far. We'll ask Joan to drop a pebble to help us
spread the word about this. Discussion of other
ways to communicate this – signs, Order of Service
announcements. Hearing Assistance area – working
well so far. Also needs signage, OoS announcement.
Herb will talk to Jim about making signs.
Church Change Task Force: Diane joined us by
phone to report. Interviews are expected to continue
through the November newsletter. In October we
will request feedback from the congregation. The
Task Force would like to present to the Board
Retreat. Also will discuss with Rev. Barbara doing
something about church change for her November
service. Sara Meling will meet with the Board to
interview us next month.
Board Retreat:
house.

August 5 at 9:30 am at Diane's

Old Business: Sale of audio equipment: We received
$400 for this. Calendar: No update. Emergency
Policy: Rev. Barbara will gather samples of policies
from other congregations.
New Business: VQUUC Delegate: Rev. Barbara is
unable to attend. Motion Kevin Kiefaber/ Theresa
Krieger to appoint Herb as our delegate. Passed.
Black Lives of UU: Discussion of whether, as a
church, to contribute, with funds up to $100,000
availible from the District for matching. Decided to
contribute full plate for service to coincide with Rev.
Barbara's planned service next year on the
Empowerment Controversy. Also, Theresa and Rev.
Barbara will look into the UUA's anti-white
supremacy training possibly to coincide. General
Assembly: The UUA allows delegates to vote and/ or
participate in GA remotely. If anyone is interested,
discussed sending remote delegate. Herb will leave
information on UUA president candidates out in
sanctuary. Discussion of approving funding. Motion
Theresa Krieger/ Kapi Reith to approve funding.
Approved unanimously. Discussion of holding
gathering at church to watch Ware Lecture and
other GA events. Archives: The Archive Task Force
needs a secure space to sort out the boxes of
documents. Herb will check into using the back
office if the daycare isn't using it. Discussed using
community room. Rev. Barbara will ask the task
force if they can keep the room clear on Sundays for
the AA group.
Respectfully Submitted,
Theresa Krieger
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Upcoming Services:
July-August
July 9th: Linda Bryant
"Breaking the Cycle of Violence”
Linda reflects on a book with a sweeping
exchange between a man and an unexpected
unknown visitor, the Master of the Key,
which takes the form of a classical studentteacher dialogue in pursuit of inner
understanding. The unknown guest provides
a lesson in human potential, esoteric
psychology, and man’s fate. He illuminates
why man has been caught in a cycle of repeat
violence and self-destruction – and the
slender, but very real, possibility of release.
July 16th: Kathy Harm
“Why Do You Do It?"
The speaker has been asked about her
motivation in volunteering for various
activities. She will share some experiences
and photos from a recent trip where she
helped provide support to 2,000 bicyclists in
Colorado and will attempt to answer the
question.
July 23rd: Hazar Mansour
“The True Meaning of Ramadan”
Muslims all around the world celebrate
Ramadan by fasting for a whole month.
What does it mean, and how does it affect
them? Hazar Mansour has recently moved
to Rutland from Syria, and celebrated
Ramadan here in June.

July 30th: Herb Ogden
"Spirit in Nature”
Spirit in Nature is a network of walking
paths with saying from major religions,
founded by our emeritus minister Paul Bortz
about 20 years ago. More information is at
www.spiritinnature.org. Carpool from
church to Ripton leaving at 10:30am. We
will walk the ¼ mile Unitarian Universalist
Path together, sharing thoughts about the
sayings as we go. The next hour will be free
for each of us to walk any of the other 12
paths, ranging from a fifth of a mile to a mile
and a half. We will then meet at the Sacred
Circle for lunch and a discussion of what we
have seen and read. Bring a bag lunch and
something to drink. You won't have to carry
it more than about 500', since you can leave
it in a car at the parking lot. Arrival back in
Rutland is estimated around mid-afternoon.
If weather is bad, please come to church
with some of your favorite writings about
religion or spirituality in nature.
August 6th: TBD
August 13th: TBD
Ogden Buckner Preserve Service Auction
Hike follows the service.
August 20th: Herb Ogden
"Religious Architecture”
Ever wonder what the difference is between
a chancel and a chapel, a nave and a narthex,
or a mihrab and a minaret? Not sure about
romanesque and rococo? Just enjoy photos
of historic churches and a few mosques?
Then this service is for you.
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U p c o m i n g
Events
June 19th-July 17th

Tejal’s vacation

July 9th

3 Cellos -The Peace Concert

July 9th

Juneteenth in July: Frederick Douglass Speech

July 16th

Soulful Singles luncheon

August 5th

Board Retreat

August 13th

Ogden Bruckner Preserve Service Auction Hike

August 20th

Soulful Singles luncheon
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