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President’s Letter 
First, I want to thank the people who 
commented on my letter from last month, 
“Journeys to Unitarian Universalism: 
'Birthright'?” I hope this edition of the 
newsletter will have some letters to the editor 
on the subject. I still don't think I've seen a 
letter to the editor about anything, but I can 
hope, can't I? 

Mostly, however, I want to talk about a 
personal pleasure that has no direct 
connection with our church, though it does 
relate to the Seventh Principle: “respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence of which 
we are a part.” Maybe it also comes from the 
sixth of the Six Sources “sources upon which 
current practice is based,” namely “Spiritual 
teachings of earth-centered traditions which 
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct 
us to live in harmony with the rhythms of 
nature.” 

The interval between the snow melting and the 
hardwoods leafing out is one of my favorite 
times of year to be in the forest. I like to go 
looking for places where people used to live 
and work, now all grown up to woods. Without 
leaves and vegetation, this is the best time to 
find them. When I spy an abandoned highway 
or a stone wall, I follow it over hill and down 

dale. There are limits: if beavers have created a 
swamp over a wall or road, I don't wade 
through it, and I'm not fond of forcing my way 
through invasive honeysuckle thickets, though 
I know of one that hides a graveyard. But that 
still leaves plenty to explore. Some walls are 
only one stone high, hard to see under even the 
best conditions, and probably created only to 
mark a boundary. But sometimes they lead to 
other walls that are eight feet wide and four 
feet high, the product of years of farmers 
hauling rocks off fields and pastures with stone 
boats. Sometimes they lead past cellarholes, 
wells, or barn foundations of farms that 
disappeared before the Civil War. Perhaps 
some were abandoned when the topsoil, rich 
but thin, was exhausted after a couple decades 
of harvesting without fertilizing. Looking at 
them is a reminder that we ignore the 
interdependent web of existence at our own 
peril. Perhaps in 1816, the year when there was 
frost every month, some were abandoned by 
the same people who had created them only 
thirty or forty years earlier. Looking at these 
ruins, some with trees in them that grew huge 
and then died since the people left, is a 
reminder of the mighty rhythms of nature. 
   -Herb Ogden
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Las Fallas festival, Valencia, Spain
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Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Rutland 

775-0850 
http://rutlanduu.org 

uuvt@myfairpoint.net 

Minister: 
Rev. Barbara Threet 
President:        
Herb Ogden             293-2510 
Vice President:          
Jim Haley                  483-9395 
Moderator: 
Joan Eckley 
Treasurer:                     265-3205 
Diane Sander           459-2919 
Secretary: 
Theresa Krieger      683-7794 
Trustees:           
Rebecca Mattis        773-3535 
Yvonne Brunot        747-7244 

Church Secretary:  
Tejal Dholakia 

Available by appointment
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Kapi Reith  
Memorial Service 

A service for the celebration  
of Kapi’s life  

will be held at the  
Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Rutland at  

1:30pm on  
Saturday, June 1st,  
when her family will be  

back in this area.  
Rev. Barbara will be officiating. 

“Generally, 
when I come 
to festivals, I 
just wander 
freely and 
see what 
happens.”     
        
         -St. Lucia

Childrens’ Day, Japan

http://rutlanduu.org
http://rutlanduu.org
http://rutlanduu.org
http://rutlanduu.org
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The approach of May always takes me back to 
one of my favorite childhood rituals: May 
baskets. Probably some of you remember them 
too. In my part of ritual upstate New York, the 
ritual went like this: we’d weave simple flat 
baskets of construction paper, attach a handle 
with tape, and put a few wild flowers inside, 
usually some combination of dandelions and 
violets and a sprig of apple blossom or an early 
blue flag if we were lucky. Then we’d quietly go 
to some neighbor’s house early in the morning, 
hang the basket on the knob of the front door, 
knock loudly and then run as fast as we could to 
hide in the bushes and watch as they were 
found. The Finder would loudly exclaim about 
how beautiful the flowers were   and how 
completely unexpected, they’d wonder loudly 
who might have left them (tactfully ignore the 
giggles coming from some nearby bush), and 
carry the flowers back inside with many 
comments about how lovely they’d look on the 
kitchen table (or, if we’d picked the Grand 
House in our neighborhood, on the sideboard in 
the dining room!) 

Now, there were only seven houses in our 
neighborhood with a total of around twenty 
kids, several of whom were too old or too young 
to participate in this ritual, so the chances of 
real anonymity were slim. But still, there was 
some small element of both giving and 
receiving a gift without knowing exactly who 
had given it or even exactly who would receive 
it, since most houses had several occupants. 

I have had the pleasure of occasionally receiving 
a gift from a source I couldn’t identify, and it’s a 
very nice feeling. Someone thought of doing 
something kind for me without recognition, so 
all I can do is to thank the universe! May Day 
reminds me of the pleasure of giving without 
recognition too – no thank you, no impact 
statement, just giving for the sake of the gift.  

Now, clearly recognition matters to us humans. 
All those pictures on fundraising materials from 
Heifer Project put a human face to gifts, and 
probably increase the chances for donations. 

The updates from Doctors Without Borders 
illustrate how even small donations are used, 
and I’m sure they help donors stay engaged. But 
to give without seeing any direct reward: that’s 
a bit harder. Recently my ATM card was 
compromised and then cancelled, and as I write 
this, I’m waiting for the replacement to arrive in 
the mail. In the meantime, I’ve received an 
email that several regular mid-month donations 
that were tied to that card have been denied 
since that card is no longer active. These gifts 
are to projects I’ve visited, or causes I especially 
care about, but they’re all small and I get no 
updates on how my money is used: I just trust 
them (they’re through the Intrepid Foundation, 
which is affiliated with the travel company I 
usually use). And yet, this ATM card change 
gives me the option of not setting up payments 
again. Should I renew? Change my gifts to 
something more visible? Use that bit of money 
for something else? 

But it’s May. Time for giving without 
recognition or acknowledgment, and thus 
enabling someone else to receive without 
knowing exactly where the gift came from. I 
give to the Universe - for want of any better 
term - and someone else receives from the 
Universe. And I receive too, in knowing some 
unknown person’s day might be a bit brighter. 
May baskets of flowers, sewing lessons for 
women, art supplies for kids – it’s all the same. 

To whom will you give May baskets this year, in 
whatever form they take! 
Shalom, Salaam – and Happy May Day! 
Rev. Barbara 

From Rev. Barbara’s Desk
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THE RUMPUS 
I’m getting excited for the upcoming Rumpus 
at the Unitarian Universalist Church on 
Saturday May 25th 2019 at 7:00pm!  The 
Rumpus is a monthly storytelling show 
featuring up to eight storytellers who will tell 
seven minute true, first person stories with no 
notes!  This months Theme is “The Attitude of 
Gratitude”.  All stories should relate to this 
theme. If you would like to tell a story please 
c o n t a c t M i c h a e l K i n g s b u r y a t 
mkingsbury44@gmail.com or 779-4588.  See 
you on May 25th! 

ANNUAL MEETING POT LUCK 
The Sunday May 5th Annual UU Church of 
Rutland meeting is close upon us. As in years 
past , the serv ice wi l l be somewhat 
abbreviated, the coffee hour nourishing - with 
more emphasis on savory and less on sweet - 
followed by the Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Rutland Annual Meeting. This will 
definitely be considered a robust coffee hour, 
with contribution from more than the 
assigned Coffee Hour people.  So bring in a 
fun and filling dish and we look forward your 
participation in the annual meeting. If you 
have questions about the Annual Meeting 
coffee hour, please call Sara Meling 802 
235-1336 or email at sm@melingvt.com 

APPRECIATING RUTH GIBBUD 
As Ruth Gibbud steps back from her Chair 
position on the Membership Committee, our 
Board and UUCR community want to say 
thank you to Ruth for many years of work and 
commitment to welcoming visitors and new 
members to our church as well as all the other 
work of that committee.  All your hard work is 
valued, Ruth! 

OPEN MIC 
Our First Friday Open Mics are growing! Our 
last one in January was well attended, and 
featured excellent music, readings and 
storytelling. Sign up for your twelve minutes 
of fame (please time your presentation to fit 

the 12 minute time slot). Our next two open 
mic dates are Friday, February 1st and Friday, 
March 1at at 7pm in the UU Church 
sanctuary. To sign up, email Bruce Douglas 
at greyscot@hotmail.com 

UU GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
General Assembly, the UUA’s annual 
convention, will be held in Spokane, WA this 
year, from June 19th through 23rd. It’s quite 
a thrilling experience to gather with a few 
thousand UUs from all across the country and 
beyond for several days of workshops, 
worship, business meetings, and especially, 
many fascinating conversations! If anyone is 
interested in attending as a delegate from 
UUCR, please notify Herb or Rev. Barbara. 
There may be funds to ass is t wi th 
registration. And looking ahead – next year, 
GA will be held in Providence, RI from June 
24th through 28th.  

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… 
This months, we celebrate the many festivals 
happening around the world this spring, 
which gather people together to recognize 
what is important to us. Photos are borrowed 
liberally from the worldwide web, with credits 
maintained as available. Thanks to their 
creators for lending their beauty and visual 
concept to our humble newsletter.
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Announcements

May Birthdays  
3rd: Thelma Stoudt  

13th: Antonin Robbason	  

Best wishes to you and all  
 	  other May birthdays! 

mailto:mkingsbury44@gmail.com
mailto:sm@melingvt.com
mailto:greyscot@hotmail.com
mailto:mkingsbury44@gmail.com
mailto:sm@melingvt.com
mailto:greyscot@hotmail.com
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9 Agenda of Annual Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Rutland
 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 
12:15PM (following a pot-luck lunch) 
Sanctuary of UU Church of Rutland 
117 West Street, Rutland, VT 

Agenda 
 

1. Review of Robert’s Rules of Order 

2. Approval of last year’s Annual Meeting minutes  

3. Old business  

4. President's, Minister's and Committee reports  

5. Approval of budget  

6. Election of officers  

Leadership Development Committee’s proposed slate: 
1. President: Herbert Ogden (1 year) 

2. Trustee: Diane Sander (3 years)  

3. Trustee: Jim Haley (3 years) 

4. Moderator: Joan Eckley (1 year) 

5. Clerk: Luther Brown (1 year)  

6. Leadership Development Committee: __ (2 years) 

7. Leadership Development Committee: __ (2 years) 

8. Committee on Ministry: Ed Safford (2 years) 

2. New business  
a. Changing alcohol policy as shown by striking the last sentence: “The church 
prohibits the sale of alcoholic beverages for all events held on the church property. All 
church-sponsored events where alcohol will be served will be designated as such in all 
publicity and an alcohol-free alternative will be available. For a non-church event, 
alcohol will be permitted only downstairs.”  
b. Discussion of church goals and concerns  

3. Adjournment  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Poet’s Corner 

“Lament of the Lazy Poet”                   

How do I find the words to speak the unspeakable   
attach to things beyond all words sounds that break 

the bounds of all self-consciousness breathing fresh air 
into the vacuum of our closed lives touching impossibly 

the wondrous mysteries of love being life itself? 

'Tis much too much for most mortal souls  
much less an old dog like me  

who can barely scratch out a few more lines 
of the same old puerile poetry 

nevertheless  namaste  blessed be 
hope springs eternal for even fools like me. 

  - Bob Burchess

Holi festival, India
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Upcoming Services: 
May 
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May 5th: J. P. Cass 
“The Practice – and Science – Of 
Gratitude” 
J. P. Will show and discuss a TED talk, 
which says that there is actual research 
about the value of gratitude, including in the 
world of business. 

ALSO, RE Sunday! Kids aged 5-12 are 
invited to join us to continue exploring our 
UU faith with the topic “What does it mean 
for ‘all souls to grow in harmony’?” 

May 12th: Rev. Barbara Threet 
“Some of Our Mothers” 
What do Abigail Adams, Clara Barton, 

Judith Sargent Murray, and Beatrix Potter 
have in common? They were all Unitarians 
or Universalists, and they’ll be visiting our 
church this Sunday, in honor of Mother’s 
Day! 

May 19th: Bianca 
Zanella    
“Noticing Dust-  
From Distraction 
to Daydream” 
Spoken word artist 
Bianca Amira Zanella 
will share a series of 

poems and stories of her personal struggle 
with the present moment, as collectively we 
take steps in a healing journey through 
poetry and community while experiencing 
the body-mind connection. 

May 26th: Herb Ogden   
“Memorial Day and Civil Religion” 

Is Memorial Day a religious 
holiday?   If so, of what 
religion?  

June 2nd: Bruce Lierman 
  “Resilience” 
Resilience is a word heard 
more frequently these days in 
the aftermath of hurricanes, 
forest fires, and the turbulent 
times in which we live.  This 
sermon examines the links 
between environmenta l , 
s o c i a l , a n d i n d i v i d u a l 
resi l ience, and how our 

Unitarian-Universalist philosophy and faith 
supports our response to adversity.  

This page: Celebrating Nowruz, Persian new year
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NEWS&VIEWS 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

Upcoming 
Events

May 3rd Open Mic

May 5th Annual Meeting of  UUCR

May 5th RE Sunday

May 5th OWL class: ages 5-7

May 13th Board Meeting

May 19th Soulful Singles Luncheon

May 19th OWL class: ages 5-7

May 25th The Rumpus storytelling event

Songkran, the water festival in Thailand


