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President’s Letter
You may wonder why the following, which
begins with legal analysis, is in our UU
newsletter. The short, but incomplete, answer
is that your church president is a lawyer. The
rest of the answer comes only at the end of this
piece.
The harassment that led Kiah Morris to give
up her seat in the Vermont House of
Representatives came back into the news when
the only person who admitted to harassing her
was charged by Vermont Attorney General T.
J. Donovan with possessing illegal large
capacity gun ammunition magazines. Judging
from a media reports, the harasser’s ex-wife
told her therapist something about the
harasser that seemed so dangerous that the
therapist reported it to the police (as our
law requires a therapist to). The resulting
prosecution did not stop some people from
accusing Donovan of not trying hard enough to
protect Morris, however.

prosecute the harasser for what he had done
before January. One should not fault him for
not considering evidence that did not exist
when he made his first decision about
prosecution. Second, in that first decision,
he correctly concluded the state lacked enough
evidence to charge the harasser with
anything. If you want to know why, read the
Attorney General's ten page report at https://
ago.vermont.gov/wp-content/uploads/
2019/01/Morris-Investigation-and-LegalFindings.pdf. On account of the freedom of
speech enshrined in the First Amendment to
the U. S. Constitution, someone can be
prosecuted for speech that harasses only if it
poses a real physical threat to someone
else. The harasser's words, while disgusting
and deplorable, posed no such threat to Morris
or anyone else. Hence they were no
crime. The A.G.'s report also shows that, while
some other crimes were committed against the
property of Morris or her husband, there was
no evidence about who committed the
crimes. Hence there was no one to prosecute.

In my opinion, blaming the Attorney General
is wrong, for two reasons. First, police did not
r e c e i v e t h e f i r e a r m e v i d e n c e u n t i l Continued on the following page…
January, after he had already decided not to

1 Rutland UUs: News and Views

NEWS&VIEWS March, 2019

President’s Letter, continued…
That does not mean we cannot do anything
about non-criminal racial harassment,
however. Churches should try to help where
courts cannot. If we hear that someone is
being harassed, we should publicly stand with
the victim and help the victim withstand
the harassment. Maybe we should go a step
farther and ask potential victims of harassment
if they need help, privately. Probably not
all victims of harassment want the public to
know what is happening to them. If a
representative of a church privately offered the
church's help, would such quiet support assure
victims that they were not alone and prevent
them from giving up or moving away? Would
this be a way to honor our First and Second
Principles, namely affirming and promoting (1)
the inherent worth and dignity of every person
and (2) justice, equity and compassion in human
relations?
-Herb Ogden
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Fractal patterns in a nautilus shell

“A fractal is a never ending
pattern that repeats itself at
different scales. This property is
called ‘self-similarity’…
Fractals are images of dynamic
systems- the pictures of Chaos.
Geometrically, they exist in
between our familiar
dimensions. Fractal patterns are
extremely familiar, since nature
is full of fractals.”
-FractalFoundation.org

2 Rutland UUs: News and Views

Each month, our Board
meeting begins and ends with a
meditative or inspirational
reading. For the first two years
I was at UUCR, Kapi chose
these, as Board VP, and she
chose some really wonderful
ones! At our February meeting
a few weeks back, Rebecca
provided them. The closing
reading gave me chills, and I
didn’t go to sleep that night
until I’d ordered the book she
quoted from. It’s Rebecca
Solnit’s book “Hope in the
Dark: Untold Histories, Wild
Possibilities”, where she writes:
Cause-and-effect assumes history marches
forward, but history is not an army. It is a
crab scuttling sideways, a drop of soft
water wearing away stone, an earthquake
breaking centuries of tension. Sometimes
one person inspires a movement, or her
words do decades later; sometimes a few
passionate people change the world;
sometimes they start a mass movement
and millions do; sometimes these millions
are stirred by the same outrage or the

Fractal patterns in a bacteria colony
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From Rev. Barbara’s Desk…

same ideal, and change comes upon us like
a change of weather. All these
transformations have in common is that
they begin in the imagination, in hope. To
hope is to gamble. It’s to bet on the future,
on your desires, on the possibility that an
open heart and uncertainty is better than
gloom and safety. To hope is dangerous,
and yet it is the opposite of fear, for to live
is to risk.
I get chills again just copying out these
words. The concept that the opposite of fear
is not courage, but hope! It’s hard to
conceive of any courageous act coming
before someone dared to hope it would
make a difference. Solnit continues:
Hope is not like a lottery ticket that you
can…clutch, feeling lucky. Hope is an axe
you break down doors with in an
emergency; because hope should always
shove you out the door, because it will take
everything you have to steer the future
away from endless war, from the
annihilation of the earth’s treasures, and
the grinding down of the poor and
marginal. Hope just means another world
might be possible, not promised, not
guaranteed. Hope calls for action: action is
impossible without hope.

Fractal patterns in octopus tentacles
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Continued on the following page…

To even have conversations about race, or poverty, or climate
change, or the electoral college, or living wages, or so many
other things, is the beginning of hope: if we were certain
things could never change, we wouldn’t bother with the
conversation. (I’ve never heard a conversation about whether
it’s fair that spectacular Mt. Everest is located in poor and
hard-to-reach Nepal, for example, or that humans with so
much to do have only two hands: those aren’t things we have
any power to change, so we don’t even discuss how we might
change them). But conversations are not enough, even when
talking hasn’t produced one clearly defined path toward one
Fractal patterns in a succulent plant
unanimously agreed-upon goal - and the truth is that there’s
rarely total agreement on one single path or one single specific goal anyhow, no matter what
the issue. But hope - hope demands action, regardless of the fact that the path usually unclear
and the goal often very difficult to imagine.
A crab scuttling sideways, water wearing away stone. Change is possible. Hope – and act.
Shalom and Salaam,
Rev. Barbara

Fractals in a leaf
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk, cont.

Kapi Reith
As most of you probably know by now, Kapi’s life ended unexpectedly on Saturday,
February 16th. She had been under treatment for significant health concerns recently,
which apparently were more severe than anyone realized, including Kapi. She will be
greatly missed by those of us at UUCR and far beyond: she was truly a remarkable
person. A service for the celebration of her life is being planned for 1:30pm on
Saturday, June 1st, when her family will be back in this area. It will be held at our
church, with Rev. Barbara officiating. Details will follow as the date approaches.
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Announcements
March Birthdays!
14th: Samantha Cohen
15th: Sara Neller
28th: Theo Francoeur
Best wishes to you…
and all other March
birthdays

Fractal river delta

ABOUT THE PHOTOS…
In this issue, we celebrate the beauty and
wonder of mathematics as expressed in the
world through fractal geometry. These
photos last appeared in our March edition
of 2015. Photos are borrowed liberally
from the web, credits are maintained
where available. We offer their creators
our sincere appreciation for lending
their beauty and visual concept to our
humble newsletter.
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Annual Goods & Service Auction
Join us Saturday, March 23 at
6:00pm
Auction Donation forms due NOW
The Goods and Services Auction is
coming up fast. It is a success because of
your generous and creative donations.
The auction supports the congregation
financially AND it offers an opportunity
for us to explore new hobbies, have new
experiences, and make new friends. It
also encourages the upcycling of treasures
to new homes. Plus, it is fun! With
delicious finger food and a laugh-filled
live auction, the evening is always a good
time.
Donation Forms are available online
(preferred). Here is the link: https://
goo.gl/forms/8ij2pAUNndWWoBon2
Forms will also be available in the back of
the sanctuary for those of you who want

to submit on paper. We ask you describe
the service or goods, as well as make a
suggestion of value and/or opening bid.
Donations forms were officially due by
Wednesday, Feb 27, so time is of the
essence! Ask any and all questions to help
formulate your donations or to
understand better how the auction works.
We are looking for folks to provide
decadent finger food for the auction, both
sweet & savory… auction starts at 6pm
and a well-fed bidder is a happy bidder!
Also, please let us know if you are
attending with your children and would
like childcare.
Questions: contact Erin
at 802-438-2095 or uuski2003@yahoo.co
m

Income and Expenses July 1, 2018 through January 31, 2019
Income
Pledges and Donations
Fundraisers
Rental and other income
Total Income

27,093.75
476.19
13,069.9
40,639.84

Dues
Ministry
Building and insurance
Programs and outreach
Office administrator and expenses
Loan payments
Reserve for major maintenance & other funds
Reserve for minister (all net income applied to reserve)
Total Expenses

3,802.19
21,067.94
13,848.97
2,518.85
7,304.79
2,550.52
623.31
-11,076.73
40,639.84

Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

Total Reserve for Minister as of January 31, 2019
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43,040.41
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March

March 3rd: Rev. Barbara Threet
“The Little Church That Could!”
For a relatively small church, we have
significant impact. Our members and friends
enjoy our church community with all its
services, activities and opportunities. We
open our doors to the wider community
through concerts, open-mike evenings, and
other community events. How can we best
sustain all we do, and do it even more
effectively?
March 10th: Barbara Threet
“Conscience and the Democratic
Process”
Kathy Harm purchased a sermon topic at
last year’s auction, and she’s chosen our fifth
principle, “…The right of conscience and the
use of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large”. She
asked to explore: what if the democratic
process doesn’t yield the just or right result?
By itself, would it provide basic rights? If the
democratic process doesn’t provide the
results we’re committed to as UUs, what do
we do? This is certainly a very timely topic!

March 24th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“Mud Season”
There’s a season on the calendar and
in life for spring’s rebirth and renewal,
for summer’s leisure and energy, for
autumn’s glory, and for winter’s rest.
But what do we do with the in-
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betweens, or the outright miserable and
trying times - the mud season?
March 31st: Serena Torrey
“On Being Welcome, Since Always”
Serena (Rev. Barbara’s daughter) joins us to
reflect, as a mid-40’s adult lesbian woman,
on the impact of growing up in an LGBTfriendly UU church and church/continental
youth community.
April 7th: Linda Bryant
“Blinded by the Right”
Linda tells the story of spending her
formative years in the Midwest in the
conservative 80’s, and young adulthood in
the 90’s when she observed many changes.
She talks about going from being clueless
about how politics affected her life, to
finding herself in a situation where suddenly
she was forced to navigate through a legal
and government process that eventually
brought her to Unitarian Universalism.

Fractals in a dragonfly wing

March 17th: Trek Reef
"Activism as a Spiritual Practice"
Activism as a spiritual practice allows us to
dig in and take responsibility for our own
small part of the planet. With the lead up to
presidential elections starting so much
sooner, and anxiety over national
politics, digging in helps us focus on
the good we can do right here.

Fractal frost

Upcoming Services:
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Upcoming
Events
March 1st

Open Mic

March 2nd

Canvass Dinner

March 10th

New Member Ceremony

March 11th

Board Meeting

March 17th

Soulful Singles luncheon

March 23rd

Goods and Services Auction

March 24th

Howling Hens concert

April 5th

Open Mic
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