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President’s Letter
OUR SPACE FOR THE COMMUNITY
Only one person commented on last month's
letter, in which I raised questions of faith and
denomination, so I will retreat to a more
mundane topic for this issue. It's about •
sharing our space with the greater
community. Especially since generous gifts let
us buy nice new chairs for the Sanctuary and
the Community Room, we have some
attractive space for others to use. When we
install the new lighting for which we got the •
Northern New England District Chalice
Lighter grant, it will be even more attractive. •
But already our space is good enough, so we
should promote it.
•

If you're going to promote use of our space,
here are some policies that you should know: •
Our granting permission for a group to use
the building does not constitute an •
endorsement a group or its views.
•
• We may deny use of the building. To safeguard
our tax exempt status by not becoming
identified as supporting any political candidate
or political party, we do not allow use of the

1 Rutland UUs: News and Views

building for campaigning or campaign
fundraising purposes. However, any political
group may use the building for other political
activities, such as community meetings. No user
may fundraise or engage in any game of chance
with monetary stakes.
Non-profit organizations and unaffiliated
groups with mission statements that are in
accord with our mission statement and the
seven principles of the Unitarian Universalist
Association have priority for use of space and
possible rent reduction after the needs of our
own church's groups have been met.
Among such outside groups, priority is given to
those that do not charge a fee for attendance.
The standard rent for the Sanctuary is $150 for
up to four hours and $300 for up to a day. The
standard rent for the Community Room is $40
for up to four hours and $80 for up to a day.
For one-time events, rent may be waived or
reduced by the President.
For longer term events, rent may be waived or
reduced by the Board of Trustees.
Even those users who pay no rent must sign a
use agreement and give proof of insurance.
If the Trustees vote to sponsor an event, no rent
is charged and there is no user agreement or
requirement of insurance, because this is a
church event.
-Herb Ogden
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Winter Solstice Gathering
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Rutland
775-0850
http://rutlanduu.org
uuvt@myfairpoint.net

Minister:
Rev. Barbara Threet
President:
Herb Ogden
Vice President:
Jim Haley
Moderator:
Joan Eckley
Treasurer:
Diane Sander
Secretary:
Theresa Krieger
Trustees:
Rebecca Mattis
Yvonne Brunot

293-2510
483-9395
265-3205
459-2919
683-7794
773-3535
747-7244

Church Secretary:
Tejal Dholakia
Available by appointment
On vacation from 12/23-1/13

Oh, come all ye (fill in the blanks)! In
Kurt and Fredda’s absence, I am inviting
you to come to my house to participate in a
brief Solstice ceremony and a potluck.
Please bring a dish and musical instruments.
I hope there will be much singing and
laughter. We shall try to do Kurt and
Fredda proud on December 21st. The
evening will begin at 6pm at 133
Broughton Ave. Poultney. I think
car pooling should occur, due to the dearth of
parking on my street. If you have questions,
best to call me on my cell:779-2909. I look
forward to being with you to celebrate this
special time of year.
-Kathleen Guinness

“Our hearts grow tender with childhood
memories and love of kindred, and we
are better throughout the year for
having in spirit, become a child again
at Christmas time.”
-Laura Ingalls Wilder
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From Reverend Barbara’s Desk…
“Why am I here?”
That’s one of the great existential
questions, perhaps one of the oldest.
Most of us ask it at some point, and
an answer would be great! What is
my task on this earth? What is it that
I alone am suited to do? Why did I
survive when others didn’t? Why was
I fortunate to be born in this place or
time? In some theologies, why did
God put me on this earth? Why am I
here?
Perhaps you’re here, literally, because
of modern medicine: in another place
or time, you’d have died long ago of an ear
infection, or pneumonia, or an infected
sliver. Perhaps you didn’t ride with the
drunken friend, or eat the tainted food, or
you were simply born in a time and place
where people weren’t starving, or bombs
weren’t falling. And so - you’re here, alive,
now. But none of that helps a lot with “Why
am I here?” I suspect there is no real
“answer” to that question. It’s not really so
much about how we came to exist as it is
what to do with this existence. I don’t
believe in a puppet-master God who
planned my life all out in advance, and who
waits for me to figure out what that plan is.
I don’t believe I’m so unique that no one
else can do whatever it is I do, or that my
life was spared so that I can... whatever.
I think a more useful question is “How will I
respond to the fact that I’m here?”
However it happened, whatever twist of fate
and circumstance put me on this planet at
this time and place - what will I do with this
life? Create justice, or beauty? Bring fear to
as many people as possible? Plant the best
garden in my neighborhood? Use my
talents to further my own comfort and
wealth, or use them to enrich the lives of
others in some way? Will I teach others, or
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block them from learning? And will I keep
exploring and learning myself, or will I get
so rigidly certain in what I already know
that I can’t see anything new? How will I
respond to the fact that I’m on this planet?
A poem, from poet Mary Oliver:
Who made the world?
Who made the swan, and the black bear?
Who made the grasshopper?
This grasshopper, I meanthe one who has flung herself out of the grass,
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead
of up and downwho is gazing around with her enormous and
complicated eyes.
Now she lifts her pale forearms and
thoroughly washes her face.
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats
away.
I don’t know exactly what a prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall
down
Into the grass, how to kneel in the grass,
How to be idle and blessed, how to stroll
through the fields
Which is what I have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should I have done?
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do
With your one wild and precious life?

Continued on the following page…
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From Reverend
Barbara’s Desk,
continued…
And a response, abridged, from
Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker, former
President of Starr King School for
the Ministry, our UU seminary in
Berkeley, CA, (of which I am a
proud alumna).
Your gifts -whatever you discover
them to becan be used to bless or curse the world.
The mind's power,
The strength of the hands,
The reaches of the heart,
The gift of speaking, listening, imagining,
seeing, waiting
Any of these can serve to feed the hungry,
Bind up wounds,
Welcome the stranger,
Praise what is sacred,
Do the work of justice
Or offer love.
Any of these can draw down the prison door,
Hoard bread,
Abandon the poor,
Obscure what is holy,
Comply with injustice
Or withhold love.
You must answer this question:
What will you do with your gifts?
Choose to bless the world.
We’re approaching the end of one year and
the beginning of another, and we cannot know
what that that new year will hold. Much will
happen over which we have very little control,
or none at all. We do have some choices as to
what outlook we bring to it though, and how
we respond to what life offers. Tell me:
however wonder-filled or sorrow-filled your
life may be (and it’s probably at least a bit of
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both), how will you respond to this gift? What
will you do with your one wild and precious
life?
May we each choose, in our own ways, to bless
the world.
Shalom and Salaam,
Rev. Barbara
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Announcements

December Birthdays

OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE
4th: Marcia Foley
Those of us who saw the service last year where
4th: Herb Ogden
Rev Barbara Threet showed holiday ornaments
17th: Jennifer Cohen
and explained their importance in her life were
28th: Cathy Thomas
very moved. The Sunday Service Committee has
decided to hold a service on 12/23 that provides
members of the congregation the opportunity to
1st: Greta Francoeur
share significant ornaments and the stories
3rd: Ruth Gibbud
around them. Since we don’t have an idea of
10th Kathy Pingree
how many would be interested in contributing,
20th: Bill Burke
we’re asking now that you indicate your desire
to participate. We will have at least four or five
Best wishes to you…
individuals speak. If this proves to be a popular
and all other yuletide birthdays!
service, we expect to continue to hold it in
future years. If you’re interested in participating
in this service, please contact Kathy Harm
OFFICE HOLIDAY
(kjharm@gmail.com).
Please note, our office assistant, Tejal is on
vacation from 12/23 through 1/13. For
COMMUNITY SOCIAL
The Pastoral Care Committee will be sponsoring assistance, please contact a committee chair or
a UUCR community potluck dessert social on board member.

January Birthdays

Saturday, December 8 from 2pm-3:30pm at the
church. Please contact Marsha Roy, Chairman,
at 773-9014 or at frostharbor@yahoo.com, or
sign up after church services on November 25th
and December 2nd. Please bring your favorite
treats, if at all possible!

ABOUT THE PHOTOS…
In this issue, we celebrate Christmas past with
vintage art. May your holidays be filled with
warmth and light. Images are borrowed liberally
from the world wide web, credits are
maintained as available. We offer the creators of
these images our sincere appreciation for
lending their beauty and
visual concept to our
humble newsletter.

Half-Plate Donations
12/2: Pastoral Care Christmas Baskets 12/9: Dinners With Love 12/16:
Minister’s Discretionary Fund 12/23: Boys and Girls Club of Rutland 12/30:
UUCR Loan Reserve 1/6: Reserve for Major Maintenance 1/13: Vermont
Partnership for Fairness and Diversity 1/20: Head Start 1/27: Migrant Justice
Rutland UUs: News and Views
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Poet’s Corner
The Old Fool Waxes Poetic ... by Robert Burchess
So I did a lot of Shakespeare
as a young actor, and a kid.
Didn't know what the hell I was talking about
though I certainly thought I did.
Now that I'm older than dirt
I get how much Willy wrote really fits.
So for all you other old souls out there
with a little help from the Shakes
here's a little tidbit.
I think it's time to stop fooling around.
The franchise of youth is over.
'Our revels now are ended.'
Endless time has ended.
Now the real life and death endgame begins.
What to do?
If I only knew.
Welcome to the club.
Living in the moment and all the rest.
Rationalization at its very best.
Blessed be, meditation to the max,
God willing, is as good as it gets.
'Cause whatever the play,
curtain drops after third act.
('We are such stuff as dreams are made on,
and our little life is rounded with a sleep.')
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THE RETURN OF OPEN MIC NIGHT!
We are excited to offer a new first-Friday open mic at the church. We can call it "12-Minutes-of-

Fame Open Mic." Our first one will be Friday, December 7th at 7pm here in the church sanctuary.

Signing up for a 12-minute spot gives one an opportunity to share music, poetry, storytelling,

comedy, or…? We do ask that participants rehearse and time themselves - anyone going over their

allotted time WILL BE gonged. This should allow for 8 to 10 performance slots. The open mic is free
and open to the public with some light refreshments available (free will offerings greatly appreciated
and help us keep the lights on, so to speak). Bruce Douglas will be hosting the event. If you would like

a spot, please e-mail him at greyscot@hotmail.comThe 8 or 10 spots will be given on a first-come,
first-served basis. The second First Friday open mic will be Friday, January 4th, and we hope to

continue the First Friday of each month (until the weather gets too nice maybe…). So sign up, or just
come and enjoy the show!

Interested in helping to
strengthen our RUUC
Music program?
Join members of the Music
Committee and the More
Often Singers (the choir) to
participate in a FREE
webinar on creating a
vibrant music program on a
limited budget.
Vibrant Music Without
Big Pockets- In the
sanctuary, Sunday
January 13th, 8pm
Hosted by the AUUMM
(Association for UU Music
Ministries; formerly
UUMN) and Soul Matters.
Music ministries are
central to the spiritual life
of our congregations and
yet adequate funding
frequently remains elusive. This webinar
will provide an opportunity for music
ministry leaders (and all interested
congregants!) to discuss the challenges and
potential solutions to creating vibrant music
programs on a limited budget. This will be

Rutland UUs: News and Views

an open and collaborative
discussion, but we will
also recruit some folks
ahead of time to share
their success stories!
Everyone is welcome. We
hope that hearing from
other congregations and
fellowships who face
similar challenges will
give us some fresh
insights and ideas and
inspire us to work
together to energize our
own music program.
If you’d like to participate
in the webinar but can’t
join us at the church on
January 13th, you could
join a second broadcast of
the webinar on Thursday,
January 17 at 1-2pm ET.
ONLINE SIGN IN: Join the meeting using
the following link: https://zoom.us/j/
5857099120
There is no charge for the webinar and no
registration is required.
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Upcoming Services:

December

December 2nd: Michelle Gallo (from
UU Glens Falls)
"Voices in the Wilderness: Celebrating
Advent in Troubled Times."
This service will explore the historical roots of
the season of Advent, its spiritual
significance, and what its place might be in
our Unitarian Universalist lives today.
ALSO, it’s RE SUNDAY! Children aged
3-12 are invited to join us downstairs at
10:30am for activities teaching about our UU
community and covenant.
December 9th: Barbara Threet
“The Rest of the Christmas Story”
There are many seasonal stories that speak of

December 16th: Dr. Alan Betts
“The Climate Challenge”
The changing global climate is an immense
challenge to all of life on Earth. How can we
understand our role deeply enough to
restructure and redirect our societies?
December 23rd: Members of the
Congregation
“Christmas Memories”
Those of us who saw the service last year
where Rev Barbara Threet showed holiday
ornaments and explained their importance in
her life were very moved. The Sunday Service
Committee has decided to invite members of
the congregation to share significant
ornaments and the stories around them. If
this proves to be a popular service, we expect
to continue to hold it in future years.
December 24th: Rev. Barbara Threet
Christmas Eve Service, 5pm

magic, or perfection, or hidden treasures or
discoveries of some sort. But most stories
have other stories behind them. What else
might we discover if we look behind the
obvious or the well-known?
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December 30th: Grace Alden
“Trans People and the Cornerstones of
Unitarian Universalism”
Most Unitarian Universalists have reviewed
and thought about the 7 Principles. Grace
Alden will examine them and reflect on how
we think about trans people, and therefore
how we treat trans people. Afterward, she will
facilitate a discussion centered on useful and
harmful frames in understanding trans
members of our society.
Please note: there will no child care during
this service.
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Upcoming Services:
January
January 6th: Rabbi Yaakov “Trek”
Reef
“Let the Mystery Be”
A fun and interactive service inspired by our
4th Principle, our 1st Source, and the lyrics
of folk singer Iris DeMent's song "Let the
Mystery Be.”
ALSO, it’s RE SUNDAY! Children aged
3-12 are invited to join us downstairs at
10:30am for activities teaching about our
UU community and covenant.
January 13th: Barbara Threet
“My Hut’s Better than Your Hut!”
The story of an evolving disagreement
between Hare and Monkey will be woven
through this INTERGENERATIONAL
service, which will include the congregation.
January 20th: Nancy Weis
“Vulnerability”
For most of us, vulnerability is a great fear,
and something to be avoided, denied, and
hidden. However, it can also be a blessing
and a virtue to be nurtured and cultivated.
How can we open ourselves more to the
world, and what might we gain from doing
so?
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January 27th: Barbara Threet
“450 Years Ago”
...the Edict of Torda was signed (well, on
January 28, 1568, actually). Don’t know
what that is, or why it matters? Or the
connection between the Sultan of the
Ottoman Empire and Unitarianism? There
are some surprises in our history!
February 3rd: Herbert Ogden
“Words: ‘Denomination’? ‘Faith’?”
This talk will further explore the questions
raised in the President’s Letter in the
November News & Views. A particular
question is: what does it mean when the
Unitarian Universalist Association refers to
UUism as “an uncommon denomination” or
“our faith”?
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Upcoming
Events
December 2nd

RE Sunday

December 7th

Open Mic Night

December 8th

Dessert Potluck

December 10th

Board Meeting

December 16th

Cookie Sunday

December 16th

Children’s Night Tree Party

December 21st

Winter Solstice Party

December 24th

Christmas Eve Service with Reverend Barbara, 5pm

January 4th

Open Mic Night

January 6th

RE Sunday

January 13th

Music Webinar

January 14th

Board Meeting

January 20th

Soulful Singles luncheon
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