Image from the Hubble Telescope, shooting towards the
center of our galaxy, across 26,000 light years of space
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President’s Letter
OUR EMBRACING SANCTUARY
Before getting to this month's topic, I want to
thank those of you who responded to the
question I posed in last month's
newsletter: “Given the very infrequent
responses not to the sermons but to my
President's Letters, a request: If you read, this,
would you please tell me, so I will know
whether writing and editing this column is a
good use of time?” I heard from at least Tim
Abraham, Anne Baylock, Bob Burchess, Jim
Haley, Kathy Harm, Ed Safford, and Bela
Schug that I should keep writing the Letter. I
may have missed a few responses during
Coffee Hour. That's less than ten per cent of
those who receive the Newsletter, but I guess
it's enough to warrant continuing for a while.
If you are a member of this church, you should
receive the Unitarian Universalist
Association's quarterly magazine, UU
World. If you do, please take a look at the
article on our building on page 12 of the issue
that just arrived. It includes a beautiful photo
of the Sanctuary during a coffee house
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concert. The way the photo is taken (from the
balcony) emphasizes the architect's use of
semi-circles in the arches and in the sunburst
behind the pulpit, plus our own somewhat
semi-circular seating. One might think the
whole thing was a big version of a cozy hobbithole from J.R.R. Tolkien. The
photo beautifully shows how embracing our
space can feel.
I think this space goes perfectly with our sense
of community. Probably most of us come to
church not to flatter some
omnipotent deity with our praises and plague
it with our requests for special favors, but
instead to be with each other and learn from
each other. Contrast this with a medieval
cathedral, in which a single person or even a
group the size of ours is lost in the vast space,
the soaring arches impress us, and the stained
glass (if it has survived wars) reinforces the
feeling that one has entered a space that
belongs less to people than to a deity.
Continued on the following page….

NEWS&VIEWS December, 2017-January, 2018

President’s Letter, continued

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Rutland
775-0850
http://rutlanduu.org
uuvt@myfairpoint.net

Or contrast it with the traditional New England meetinghouse,
where right angles abound, everyone faces straight forward
(except groups in very old fashioned box pews), there is a high
pulpit, and stained glass is mostly absent. To me, at least, such
a building bespeaks an impersonal orderliness, a high regard for
ministerial authority, and more concern for correctness than
for community. Of course, as we can see in many Vermont
UU churches, a good community can overcome these
architectural strictures, but I'm glad we have a built-in
advantage. Now tell us what our Sanctuary means to you! The
Newsletter does welcome letters to the editor.

Minister:
Rev. Barbara Threet

President:
Herb Ogden
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Sara Neller
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—Herb Ogden

“Examining Whiteness”
Curriculum Begins

The first meeting of the class forming at UUCR to explore the
UUA’s curriculum called ‘Examining Whiteness’ will be on
Thursday, December 7th at 6:30pm in the minister’s study. This
curriculum is designed specifically to guide, poke, and unsettle
those of us with white skin as we look at what that means in our
society, and hopefully to energize us toward working to better
address racism and white privilege in all its forms, including
within ourselves. Regular attendance is important, and each
class requires reading various materials in preparation for the
class. Ten people are signed up and we'd welcome a few more:
please note that the Thursday meeting time may change for
subsequent months, and that we will decide on future meeting
times during our first meeting. For further information or to join
this class, please contact Rev. Barbara at brthreet@gmail.com.

Christmas bonfires in Louisiana. Photo by Chris Cox.
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From Rev. Barbara’s Desk…
I’ve been thinking a lot about contradictions
and inconsistencies these last few weeks,
particularly the ones within myself, in response
to the recent wave of allegations of sexual abuse
and inappropriate behavior.
Such behavior, first of all, is far too prevalent in
our own country and around the world, and has
been for far too long. Such behavior has been
dismissed, condoned, even encouraged in some
settings, for far too long. Those “boys will be
boys” or “he’s
sowing wild
o a t s ” ,
“youthful
indiscretions”
or “I was
d r u n k ”
excuses won’t
wash, and
never should.
Unwanted
s e x u a l
advances are
not justified
by what the
woman was
wearing, or
whether or not
she clearly said no. And in most of the cases
which have recently come to light, an imbalance
of power is a huge factor: a boss, a powerful
politician or influential movie director, the
head of a large corporation or an influential
media personality – it’s the ‘casting couch’
mentality, writ large. I’m appalled, angry,
outraged, and sadly, not surprised: I’ve talked
to enough girls and women, and heard enough
stories of such behavior. I’m glad this reality is
finally out in the open, grateful for the courage
of the women and men who are finally
speaking, and frankly, a little surprised at the
willingness of major corporations and
industries to hold these men responsible and
take action, often quite swiftly. It’s about time!
And I’m angry at those who seem to skate
above the fray, even though their attitudes
toward and treatment of women are welldocumented and widely known.
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What troubles me are the inconsistencies of my
own reactions. When the accusations are aimed
at someone whose politics I find abhorrent or
whose religion I find hypocritical, I find myself
almost gloating, glad for the exposing of their
hypocrisy or their removal from public
influence. I’m even a bit delighted at their
public shaming (and frustrated with those who
seem to show no shame or continue to deny
what seems pretty well confirmed). I’m ready to
accept the
veracity of the
claims against
t h e m
immediately.
But when the
accusations
are against
someone I
admire, or
whose politics
I respect, I
find myself
s h o c k e d ,
saddened, and
suspicious of
whether the
claims are
true. In those cases, a part of me says that the
incident(s) happened long ago and the person
clearly wouldn’t act that way now (would
they?), or muttering that most of us have done
things in our life that we wouldn’t do now, that
we regret, that were an aberration – surely one
shouldn’t be judged solely on one’s worst
mistakes, recent or long ago.
I’m troubled to realize my reactions focus so
much on the beliefs and influence of the one
who’s alleged to have acted inappropriately,
rather than on concern for those who may have
been groped, or raped, or abused in some other
way. I wonder what part time should play in all
of this: how far into the past can we reach?
How can we be sure that behavior that
Continued on the following page…
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From Rev. Barbara’s Desk,
continued…
happened long ago hasn’t continued, since all
such actions are usually shrouded in secrecy?
What accountability should society demand,
and should there be a difference in how we
treat those who accept responsibility from
those who remain in denial despite strong
evidence? What is it in our society and in so
many others that makes this so prevalent and how can we change that?
This year, I think what I really want for
Christmas is not world peace (although I’d
take that too), but a world in which men
respect women, a world in which no person
regardless of age or occupation, status as an
employee, or in a minority religion, or a

victim or war, or any other circumstance, is
seen as fair game by any other person. And
sadly, I already know I won’t get what I want
– or what so many millions of women and
men want. What I can do as a start is to take
such allegations seriously, and recognize,
once again, that all of us are capable of ugly,
or foolish, or arrogant and entitled actions,
even the people I like and admire. And that’s
a harsh reality, one I do not like or welcome.
May our new year, somehow, bring more
justice, more decency, and more equity to our
world – and may we each be part bringing
that about.
Shalom and Salaam,
Rev. Barbara

Holiday Music Concert
with Peter Griggs

The Unitarian Universalist Church Of
Rutland will host internationally known
guitarist/composer Peter Griggs in a concert,
“Music For An Old English Christmas,” on
Sunday December 17th, 2017 at 3pm. Mr.
Griggs will perform a selection of traditional
English music associated with the Christmas
season, including wassailing songs, Morris
dances and ballads such as the New Year's
version of "Greensleeves."
Wassailing songs were originally sung during
the Christmas season to ensure the fertility of
fields and orchards, while Morris (originally
"Moorish') dances were performed in rural
England as part of traditional Twelfth Night
celebrations. Mr. Griggs accompanies himself
on guitar and also performs several pieces on
the laud, a 12-string folk lute.
Peter Griggs has presented more than 500
solo guitar concerts throughout the USA,
Germany, United Kingdom, France, the Low
Countries, Scandinavia and eastern Europe at
art centers, festivals, museums, churches, jazz
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clubs and other venues. His recordings are
available on Folkways Records, Music Of The
World, Treecastle Music and CD Baby. He
was based for more than ten years in
Dusseldorf, Germany and now resides in
Brooklyn, New York.
Critics in Germany and the United Kingdom
have hailed Griggs as "a master of expressive
sounds" known for his "sizzling guitar
playing" and "sophisticated and highly
enjoyable" programs. Germany’s Bergische
Morning Post put it this way: “an almost
unbelievable talent -- Peter Griggs performs
magic!"
Unitarian Universalist Church Of Rutland is
located at 117 West Street, Rutland VT 05701.
For more information, visit: http://
www.rutlanduu.org/ or call 802-775-0850.
Admission is by free-will donation ($10
suggested).
For a concert preview, go to: Peter Griggs:
500 Years Of Music For Guitar
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Announcements
NEW SEXTON
Michael Nagle, who has served us for ten years,
has retired from our ten hour per week Sexton
position. He will, however, continue refinishing
and painting some of our window sash and frames
as a gift to the church. He says that, in his
newfound spare time, he may even come to an
occasional Sunday service. Meanwhile, at the
beginning of November, we welcomed our new
Sexton, Anthony DeFilippo. Anthony is a graduate
student at Castleton University and lives in its
new housing over our next door neighbor, Little
Harry’s. From 2008 to 2011, he performed work
that is very similar to our Sexton’s for a large
church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Sexton
Emeritus Mike has shown Anthony the ropes and
he has pitched right in, doing a good job. Please
welcome him if you see him, and, if you see Mike,
thank him for his decade of service. Also, please
thank Trustee Kevin Kiefaber for helping
President Herb Ogden and Building &
Grounds Committee Chair Ivan Smith
look over the candidates, interview two of
them, and choose Anthony to be the new
Sexton.

Children’s Winter
Solstice Celebration
December 17th, 4-6pm
at the Francoeurs’ -62 East Street, Rutland

The children of the congregation,
their parents and friends are invited
to celebrate solstice by decorating
and singing around the Night Tree
as twilight falls. We will be making
tasty ornaments for our feathered
and furry friends, and welcome
additional gifts of birdseed,
popcorn strings, apples, suet, et
cetera.

CHRISTMAS EVE COFFEE HOUR
We are lucky to have Rev Barbara leading
our Christmas eve service this year. For
coffee hour, let's all bring some finger
food, sweet or savory, to share.
SEATING CHANGE
At the request of the Sunday Service
“Paskua mi Ditoy” Lantern parade in Phillipines. Photo by llocosnorte.
Committee, the hindmost row of seats
has been replaced by several of the
ABOUT THE PHOTOS… In this issue, we
benches that used to line the side walls of the
Sanctuary. This makes it easier to move a
celebrate the theme of “light in the
darkness”, which is the most universal
row forward and have more space during
recognition of winter solstice. Pictures are
coffee hour. If you are in the space between
the last and next to last rows after the
borrowed liberally from the world wide web,
credits are maintained as available. We
service, please move out of it so Sunday
Service Committee members can move the
wholeheartedly thank their creators for
lending their beauty and visual concept to
benches forward and less the chance that
our humble newsletter.
someone bearing a full cup of coffee will
collide with you.
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Half-Plate Donations

12/3: Pastoral Care Christmas Baskets
12/10: Dinners with Love
12/17: Rutland Rotary
Educational Greenhouses
12/24: Minister’s Discretionary Fund
12/31: Boys and Girls Club of Rutland
1/7: Reserve for Major Maintenance
1/14: VT Partnership for Fairness
and Diversity
1/21: Ministry Reserve
1/28: Black Lives of UU (Full
Plate)

UUCR
Birthdays
December
4th: Marcia Foley
4th: Herb Ogden
17th: Jennifer Cohen
28th: Cathy Thomas

Who are the People in Your UUCR
Neighborhood?
REV BARBARA THREET by Ruth Gibbud
Rev. Barbara Threet has served our U.U. Church of
Rutland for over a year now. Her duties include one
or two Sunday services per month, weddings,
funerals, Christmas service and other special events.
She is an ex-officio member of most committees,
staying connected by email, and a member of the
Northern New England U.U. District Board,
connecting us with the larger denomination. She
makes pastoral visits as her 3/8 time with us allows
and is ably assisted in this by the Pastoral Care
Committee.
Her main focus is quality worship, along with
continuing to get to know people of the
congregation through coffee hour and church social
events. She is assisting church members’ work on
racism and in becoming an official Welcoming
Congregation, related to LGBTQ issues. The fact
that the children know her name and she has a
relationship with many congregants is a point of
pride: we consider her to be “our” minister.
Making time for pastoral care and meeting with
local clergy is hard with a restricted time allotment.
It is important to Rev. Barbara to provide us with
what we are paying for, while also honoring the
constraints of part-time ministry. She feels that she
and the congregation have collaborated well in
achieving this balance. She is grateful for the
guidance and support of the Board and the
Committee on Ministry in helping this collaboration
to develop.
Given the limited physical presence that part-time
ministry affords, the frequent use of email with the
Board, Committee on Ministry, committees and
individual members has been really helpful.
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January
1st: Greta Francoeur
3rd: Ruth Gibbud
10th: Kathy Pingree
20th: Bill Burke
Best wishes to you…
and all other
birthdays!

CHURCH CHANGE TASK FORCE
by Ruth Gibbud
The church Change Task Force organized in the
spring of 2016 after working with a webinar from
the UUA on “Full Time Church, Part Time Staff”.
We noted how our desire for a full time church
experience, as we may have recalled from our youth,
intersected with today’s reality of fewer volunteers
to staff this ideal. This concern was shared by many
of the UU groups from around the country that
participated in the webinar. The task force decided
to find out where our church stood in its staffing
concerns by interviewing the committees that make
the church run. We have spent the past year and a
half in this work. As a finale, we decided to
interview ourselves as well. Our task force is
composed of Ruth Gibbud, Lindra Moerdyk, Sara
Meling, Sara Neller and Diane Sander, with initial
assistance from Tim Abraham, and Linda and John
Bryant.
We have looked over what is going well in our
church and appreciated each committee’s work. The
process seems to have been a catalyst in producing
change. In being interviewed, each committee
looked at itself with pride and gained recognition
through publicity in the newsletter. It was also
useful that we had a new minister, Barbara Threet,
begin serving our congregation in September 2016,
adding insight, energy and support to our process.
Our Church Change Task Force is pleased with the
way we consistently carried out these interviews,
sharing the work among the task force
members. We took the ideas from the webinar and
customized them to fit our situation.
We believe we have succeeded already in that we,
the task force, are not making change but it is
happening organically. The best part is we are
working ourselves out of a job, leaving the changes
and decision-making in the hands of the informed
congregation. We would like to hear from
congregational voices not involved in committee
work and have plans to implement this in the fall.
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Upcoming Services:
December

December 3rd: Morgan Denehy
“Cultural Diversity:
A Personal Journey”
The experience of living in a different culture
for a period of time can affect the way we
view our life and the world. Being the
outsider in a different culture can lead to
expanded perspectives. Morgan relates his
experiences in Morocco, Egypt, and South
Africa and how his life has changed as a
result.
December 10th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“The Ornaments’ Stories”
Every object has a story, especially at this
time of year.
And telling
stories in this
season has a
long history
too, even the
stories held by
ornaments!
December
17th: Justin
Classen
“ C i v i l
Civics”
James Zogby,
President of
the Arab American Institute, has argued
that the 2016 presidential elections both
contributed to and underlined one of the
major problems facing American politics
today: a collective inability to engage in
civil civic discourse. Indeed, the mutual
and increasingly vocal distrust and
contempt between various factions of
"liberals'' and "conservatives" has helped
to polarize our political system to the
point of paralysis. In this talk, Justin puts
our current moment in both global and
American historical context and
discusses both the need for and avenues
toward restoring civil civic discourse.
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December 24thNo Sunday morning service
December 24th, 5:30pmChristmas Eve Service
Carols, readings, and personal vignettes from
past holidays. You will be
invited to contribute a
remembrance of a past
Christmas.
December 31: Hiroya
Tsukamoto
“Prelude to a New
Year”
Tsukamoto performs what
is described as "Cinematic
Guitar Poetry", a blend of
eclectic acoustic music,
stories, poetry and
Japanese folk music.
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Upcoming Services:
January

January 7th: Nancy Weis
“Poetry of the Elements”
The Classical Elements, earth, air, fire, and
water, are symbolic connections to our
Seventh UU Principle: Respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of which
we are a part. Members of the congregation
will read a program of poems about the
elements and the spirit that unites them. (If
you have a poem to contribute, or if you
would like to read, please contact Nancy
Weis nweis@shoreham.net.)
January 14th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“More of the Story:
the Black Power Controversy”
In the late 1960s and early 70s, our country
was rocked by many aspects of racism and
responses to racism, and our UU faith
experienced its share of that angst and
upheaval. We’ll look back at that time and
try to understand a bit more of how our
UUA addressed that time (or didn’t), and
what some of the ramifications have been.
January 21st:

TBA
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January 28th: Rev. Barbara Threet
“Promise and Practice”
Our country and our denomination are
again taking a hard look at racism, and
specifically at white privilege. We’ll examine
several of the ways our UUA is currently
trying to challenge racism and privilege in
our society, in our churches, and in
ourselves. We’ve dared to make some
promises to Black Lives UU as part of this
effort: how will we carry them into practice?
Our collection this morning will go to
support those efforts.
February 4th: Kathy Harm
“Our Mission Statement”
The Rutland Unitarian Universalist Church
has a Mission Statement that was adopted
many years ago. Although the statement
expresses much of what we strive for, there
is no expression of inclusion of all people,
other than “all ages”. Is it time to update our
statement? The statement can be found in
the church directory. A work session on our
mission statement will follow the service.
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Unitarial Universalist Church of
Rutland
Condensed Minutes of the Board
of Trustees
October 9th, 2017
Board Members Present: Theresa Krieger,
Herb Ogden, Kapi Reith, Diane Sander,
Rev. Barbara Threet, Rebecca Mattis, Kevin
Kiefaber
Board Member Absent: Sara Neller
President's Report: Jim Haley appointed to
B&G Committee. AV: There is a draft of the
instructions. Kevin will review the
instructions in an attempt to help.
Hopefully there will be an annotated
photograph to go with these.
Herb received a job description from Tim
Abraham about the information technology
work he does for the church.
Minister's Comments: Suggested taking
down framed copy of old UUA principles
and replacing it with the current covenant.
This represents UUs now and is more
inclusive than the historical document.
Committee & Task Force Reports:
Buildings & Grounds: Stove instructions
are posted; Work on the exhaust fan is still
in process – work is being done on getting a
quote. Ivan is getting estimates on window
frame painting. Herb will check on
progress. Mike would be willing to do the
work. Discussion about insurance
implications. Mike could still be covered
under worker's comp insurance. Work on
the front steps and the lawn mower are still
in progress.
Old Business:
Anti-Racism Curriculum: Anna Caleb has
asked to have this done at the Gables
Divided by Diversity: This got PR on
Sunday. Kevin called the police. These said
call day of event and talk to the Sargent.
Kevin will reach out to a contact who knows
the police department well. Emergency
Policy was sent to Rutland Police for
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comment. No response has been received
yet.
Sexton: We've received one application for
the Sexton job so far.
There's been no feedback yet from the
congregation about rearranging behind the
pulpit for the HD screen.
-Foley should be paving by mid October.
-Sara Meling will write a Chalice Lighter
Grant application in time for the March 12
deadline, aiming to expand ministry.
-Herb sent our proposed expulsion policy to
Atty. Antonin Robbason for review a week
ago. No reply yet.
-Discussion of Guest at Your Table
program. Herb will pass on to Sunday
Service Committee as a suggestion, perhaps
for next year.
-Discussion of changes to UUA funding
mechanism. The UUA is asking 6.75% of
expenditures.
-Discussion of Ladies Night Out wanting to
do a concert at the church in November.
Lucy Tenenbaum will tune our piano in
exchange. Motion Kevin Kiefaber/ Kapi
Reith to exchange piano tuning for rent for
the concert and allow two rehearsals for
$50 each. Passed.
-Herb will ask JP Cass and Dick Weis if they
are interested in sorting the archives in the
balcony.
Respectfully Submitted,
Theresa Krieger
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AGONIZING OVER MY
CHILDISH CHRISTMAS SERMON
by Robert Burchess
So this quiet long life of mine
is getting shorter by the day and what the hell am I supposed to do
besides standing here trying to figure out just
what it is that this precious little life of mine
is supposed to accomplish in order to find
that one last big play before it's all over and I
join the vast hollow of nothingness and
memory?
What do you expect me to do
now that I be sermonizing, pontificating,
carrying on up here in the bully pulpit,
high up now in the house of The Lord?
Suddenly leapfrog the bounds
of all my petty thoughts and desires?
Love without limits and conditions?
Climb the still mountains of meditation
and consciousness catapulting myself
out of all my small selfish attachments
into the greater universe of God?
Give me a break I'm only human
easier said than done my friend
to say the least while trying to pretend
to talk the talk afraid still to walk the walk
stuck in the same old lifelong cocoon
just looking for some comfort calm peace
and quiet relief from the pain.
Longing still for some long lost youth
Christmas morning playground
kids and toys sitting by the fire
lollipop presents dropping everywhere
dancing young in the sweet gentle rain
when time was forever and life had no end.
(Grow up already for Christ's sake
you're way too old for this.)
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Upcoming
Events
December 3rd

RE Sunday: Toolbox of Faith

December 3rd

Holiday Dinner

December 7th

Examining Whiteness curriculum begins

December 17th

Soulful Singles luncheon

December 17th

Night Tree celebration at Francoeurs’, 4-6pm

December 17th

Holiday Concert with Peter Griggs, 3pm

December 24th

Christmas Eve Service, 5:30pm

January 7th

RE Sunday: Toolbox of Faith

January 21st

Soulful Singles luncheon
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