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President’s Letter  
STATUES, UU, AND YOU 
Does our religion give guidance in the 
controversy about statues of Confederate 
heroes? I think so. While there are arguments 
on both sides, the argument for removal is 
stronger. 

Statues are made for people to relate to, so 
consider the UU Second Principle: justice, 
equity and compassion in human relations. 
Especially after reading Frederick Douglass's 
4th of July speech, I hope this principle leads 
to removal of anything that a reasonable black 
person would think endorsed slavery. The 
statues glorify men whose efforts would have 
kept it legal to tear black families apart. They 
are especially bad when, like the Lee statue in 
Charlottesville, they stand where fearful slaves 
were once sold as property. But, being a 
lawyer, I have to also see the other side. White 
Southerners wanted to have heroes in the 
generation that lost the Civil War, and they 
needed a way to pay respects to all their dead 
soldiers. Some still do. Compassion might 
suggest leaving less offensive monuments in 
places of honor. Nevertheless, the need for 
them was questionable since they mostly were 
erected decades after the Civil War, not when 
the need to mourn fallen soldiers was the 
greatest. It would be better to remove them to 
special places for educational purposes. 
Hungary did this with Soviet era statues, 

grouping them in a park outside Budapest with 
text putting them in context. Signs could point 
out that most Confederate statues were erected 
long after the Civil War and say who paid for 
them. 

The First Principle is the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person. It should lead us to 
remove glorifications of slavery, because 
slavery denies worth and dignity. An example 
might be a statue of a smiling African 
American bowing to his owner. (I don't know 
whether there was any, even in the early 20th 
century heyday of Confederate statues.) But 
might the principle lead us to keep a statue of 
a Confederate general leading his troops, if his 
worth and dignity lay in being a good 
commander rather than in personal allegiance 
to slavery? Would it be less appropriate to 
have a statue in his honor than it is to have one 
in honor of Alfred Nobel, after whom the 
Nobel Prizes are named? After all, he is 
famous for inventing dynamite, and dynamite 
has been used to kill many people. He did not 
intend to kill anyone, however. In contrast, 
Confederate generals did intend to kill men 
who, at least after the Emancipation 
Proclamation, were fighting for a Union in 
which slavery was illegal. Is any honor due to a 
soldier whose efforts, if successful, would have 
continued to deny others' worth and dignity? 
    -Herb Ogden 
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Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Rutland 

775-0850 
http://rutlanduu.org 

uuvt@myfairpoint.net 

Minister: 
Rev. Barbara Threet 
President:        
Herb Ogden             293-2510 
Vice President:          
Kapi Reith                  773-9181 
Moderator: 
Kevin Kiefaber        779-3637 
Treasurer:        
Diane Sander           459-2919 
Secretary: 
Theresa Krieger      683-7794 
Trustees:           
Rebecca Mattis        773-3535 
Sarah Neller          747-4020 

Church Secretary:  
Tejal Dholakia 

Available Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday from 10:30-1pm
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“For true love is 
inexhaustible; the more 
you give, the more you 
have. And if you go to 
draw at the true 
fountainhead, the more 
water you draw, the 
more abundant is its 
flow.”  
      -Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

An Open Letter from Tim Abraham: 

Dear Friends, 

As some of you know I recently had surgery at 
UVM Medical Center to fix a cyst on my brain. It 
was quite an experience, with a hospital stay in 
intensive care for six days. There has been no 
effect on my “normal” functions. I want to thank 
our members for helping me out during my 
recovery. I feel very blessed that there was a 
surgery solution to my condition and that I have 
such terrific help from our members, Facebook 
friends and all the folks at UVM Medical Center. I 
look forward to getting back to our meetings and 
activities. I will see you all at the September or 
October meeting. Help from members of our club 
included member visits, prepared food, shopping 
by members for me, a member sleep over for my 
first night at home to watch over me. Help also 
included care for my dog Toby at Janet’s kennel 
while I got my strength back, and best wishes for a 
speedy and full recovery from all. I tire easily 
however; I am well on my way to full recovery. 
Again I am very thankful for all the help I received 
from our membership.  

Sincerely, Tim Abraham – WA1VT.

http://rutlanduu.org
http://rutlanduu.org
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From Rev. Barbara’s 
Desk…. 
I write this on August 16th, and the events of 
the last few days have left me feeling 
shocked, heartsick, disgusted, enraged and 
embarrassed. I suspect many of you are 
feeling a range of similar emotions. I’ve never 
believed that the ‘arc of the moral universe’ 
that King spoke about bends toward justice 
inevitably, and certainly not on its own, but 
I’ve wanted to believe that gradually, enough 
people are trying to create more justice in the 
world so that it is slowly moving in that 
d i r e c t i o n . B u t r e c e n t e v e n t s i n 
Charlottesville, threats of using nuclear 
weapons, the rise in deportations, and so 
many more things in the past few months 
often leave me feeling disheartened: it seems 
like we’re moving further and further from 
justice. Even basic 
decency and integrity 
seem under attack 
these days, and I 
often feel powerless 
to change it.  

And then, I learn that 
one of the all-time 
most popular tweets 
w a s O b a m a ’ s o n 
Saturday, in response 
to Charlottesville. He 
quote from Nelson 
M a n d e l a ' s 1 9 9 4 
autobiography "Long 
Walk to Freedom" 
that said, "No one is 
born hating another 
person because of the 
color of his skin or his 
background or his 
religion. People must 
learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, 
they can be taught to love, for love comes 
more naturally to the human heart than its 
opposite." “Yes!” I want to shout, “YES!” And 
I’m heartened that millions more seem to be 
finding solace - and hopefully inspiration too 
- in those words. 

And there’s more. A proposed Bathroom Bill 
just got killed in session – in Texas! Both 
Texas A & M and the University of Florida 
have just announced that based on posts on 
online sites calling for these to be the “next 
battlefields”, they’ve decided to disallow 
scheduled speakers who advocate far-right 
views. There’s certainly a first amendment 
right to the freedom of expression, the U of 
Florida president said, but “The first 
amendment does not require a public 
institution to risk imminent violence to 
students and others.” (I’m reminded of the 
old saw that says I have a right to say a lot of 
things, but that doesn’t include the right to 
yell “fire!” in a crowded theater!) Numerous 
government officials, including all four Joint 
Chiefs of the Armed Forces, have expressed 
outrage at any ambiguity, declaring that 
racism and bigotry simply have no place in a 

civil society – no 
p l a c e i n o u r 
country. And as I 
write this, a joint 
statement by both 
former presidents 
Bush has just been 
issued too, with 
s i m i l a r 
sentiments. 

I am terrified for 
where my country 
could be headed, 
a n d w h a t t h e 
world we all share 
might face. And 
yet: to hide in 
despair is to let 
t h e f o r c e s o f 
racism, bigotry, 

s e x i s m a n d s o 
many other forces I 

find repugnant triumph, and to let the ‘arc of 
the moral universe’ crumble. Somehow, each 
of us must find a way to continue trying to 
bend that arc toward justice.  

Continued on following page… 

Art by Antoine Renault
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From Rev. Barbara’s 
Desk, continued 
Notic ing and support ing 
actions of courage and hope 
are important to me now: I’ve 
increased my monthly gift to 
s e v e r a l s o c i a l j u s t i c e 
organizations, for example, and 
written more letters to public 
officials (especially in this age 
of tweets and emails, an actual 
hard copy letter makes a real 
impact!) . Bear ing publ ic 
witness is more important than 
ever. So is continuing to learn: 
elsewhere in this issue you’ll 
find information on a series of 
explorations about White 
Privilege, recently published by 
our UUA. Taking time to do 
things that affirm and even create beauty 
and love in the world is important – 
tending a garden, talking with friends, 
admiring a sunset, sitting in prayer or 
meditation. Support events that confront 
racism and bigotry. Our church is hosting 
a showing of Divided by Diversity later 
this fall (October 21, I think), and we may 
well have some negative responses to this 
film since it’s about racism in own town: 
we’ll need active support too. Somehow, 
we must fight hate, and nurture and 
model love. 

The Southern Poverty Law Center 
suggests ten way to fight hate:  
• 1) Act!;  
• 2) Join forces with others;  
• 3) Support victims;  
• 4) Speak up in ways that move toward 

unity;  
• 5) Educate yourself (the UUA White 

Privilege curriculum is a good way to do 
this, as is the work our Welcoming 
Congregation Task Force is planning for 
this coming church year);  

• 6) Create an alternative;  
• 7) Pressure leaders to become allies;  

• 8) Stay engaged;  
• 9) Teach acceptance; and  
• 10) Dig deeper into your own beliefs and 

actions.  

It’s a challenging time for each of us and 
for our country, and our world. It’s easy to 
become discouraged, and it’s essential that 
we not let that emotion paralyze us. 
Bending that arc of the moral universe will 
require each of us, with continued 
courage, vision, and action. May we find 
that in ourselves, and in each other. 

                                        Shalom and Salaam, 
                                        Rev. Barbara 

P. S. A bit of history – did you know that 
those ‘arc of the moral universe’ words 
first appeared in an 1853 collection of the 
sermons of Unitarian minister Theodore 
Parker, who preached, “I do not pretend to 
understand the moral universe: the arc is 
a long one, and my eye reaches but little 
ways. I cannot calculate the curve and 
complete the figure by the experience of 
sight; I can divine it by conscience. But 
from what I see I am sure it bends towards 
justice.” 
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Announcements 
OWL 7-9 TAKES OFF 
The RE Committee is currently organizing an 
OWL class for 7th, 8th and 9th graders (12-14 
year olds). This is the cornerstone module of 
s e x u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n , a n d i t i s a 
comprehensive and sex-positive exploration 
of not only sex and reproduction, but also 
communication skills and social dynamics in 
regards to sexuality. We are looking for 
participants as well as adults who are 
interested in helping us run this program, so 
please contact Bela or Margaret at 775-7916 if 
you have someone who fits this description. 
There will be a parent meeting on September 
13th from 7-8pm at the church to learn more.  

CALL FOR HYMNALS 
Please check to see if you may have allowed a 
hymnal to migrate from the church to your 
home. Should a hymnal be discovered, please 
promptly return it to the church. The Sunday 
Service Committee has been working to 
bolster our supply of hymnals, as we have 
been running short during well attended 
services. 

SUPPORTING MEMBERS IN NEED 
The best gift you can give someone is your 
time and warm thoughts! The Pastoral Care 
Committee gives you a great opportunity to 
visit, organize meals/assistance for our 
community members in need.  Please let us 
know if we can assist you, or if you would be 
able to help meet particular needs such as 
transportation, meals, or visits. Please think 
about joining the Pastoral Care Committee or 
help us to visit home bound members and 
friends.  For more information call Marsha 
Roy at (802) 773-9014.  Committee members 
are Connie Green, Marsha Roy, Diana Hayes, 
Sara Neller, and Yvonne Brunot.   Meetings 
are also attended by Rev.  Barbara. 

EXPLORING MONUMENTS TO THE 
UNWORTHY 
I am interested in a Sunday sermon tackling 
not only the issue in my President's Letter 
but also the wider topic of which famous 
people and events deserve to be honored, and 
how. I would like to show examples of art 
that honors people or things that you think 
perhaps never deserved honoring or no 
longer deserve it. If you have an example or 
are interested in co-presenting, please 
contact me at hogden@vermontel.net or 
leave a picture or note in the President's 
mailbox in the church office. (Herb) 

ABOUT THE PHOTOS… In this issue, we  
celebrate water, the delicious elixir of life. 
Photos are borrowed liberally from the 
WorldWide Web, with credits maintained as 
available. We thank their creators for lending 
their beauty and visual concept of their 
images to our humble newsletter.  
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September Birthdays 

20th: Erin Robbason 
28th: Kapi Reith 

Best wishes to you… and all 
other September birthdays!  

September Half-Plates  
September 10th: Ministry Reserve  
September 17th: UU Chalice 	
	 	 Lighter Program  
September 24th: BROC

mailto:hogden@vermontel.net
mailto:hogden@vermontel.net
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One of the ways that racism affects us all is 
by shaping our identity, and how each of us 
views ourselves and others in light of skin 
color and ethnicity. Our UUA, as well as our 
country as a whole, continues to grapple 
with the impact and the extent of racism, 
racial bias, and racial privilege. Many of us 
a r e r e a d y t o e x p l o r e f u r t h e r t h e 
assumptions, opinions, privileges, and 
unconscious biases we carry as white people. 
A curriculum has recently been created by 
our UUA to assist each of us in delving into 
this complicated, often painful, and critically 
important subject. These materials are 
created particularly for white people 
interested in a deeper understanding of the 
complex history of white supremacy of over 
four hundred years in the United States, and 
its impact on us as individuals and on our 
society as a whole. The curriculum includes 
sections on: 

 ▪ the history of white supremacy in the 
United States 

 ▪ the emotional lives of white people 
(including an exploration of white 
guilt) 

 ▪ racial identity development 

 ▪ racial identity journey (including an 
exploration of “ways of being white”) 

 ▪ white power and privilege 
 ▪ developing a positive white identity 

Each unit can be used for individual study 
and contemplation, or a group of people may 
choose to study on their own and then 
gather for shared reflection and discussion. 
Each unit contains writings that may evoke 
complicated and strong emotions and 
thoughts, and a bibliography for further 
study. All are available as PDF files at 
https://www.uua/racial-justice/curricula/
whiteness/students. 
At UUCR’s Board Retreat earlier this month, 
we learned a bit about this curriculum, and 
decided to publicize its existence to our 
members. We know that this work is 
important to many of us and that many of us 
are involved in anti-racism work in several 
ways already. Our hope is that this 
curriculum may be of interest too, and 
possibly even spawn some group discussions 
in the coming year – let a Board member or 
Rev. Barbara know if you’d be interested in 
taking part in such a study group! 

Examining Whiteness: An Anti-Racism Curriculum

RE SUNDAYS- 2017-2018 
This year, we invite kids 5-12 to join us 
on RE SUNDAYS (always the first Sunday of 
the month) to build a “Toolbox of Faith”. 
We will be talking about skills such 
questioning, listening, flexibility, integrity 
and responsibility and how they help us 
build a world we want to live in. This is 
our theme for the year, and we are hoping 
to have some great act ivi t ie s and 
discussion with our kids! We will meet 
from 10:30-11:45am each of the first 
Sundays this church year starting in 
October. 
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OUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

Our church library is a semi-hidden 
treasure in the rear of the sanctuary near 
the coffee table. Our librarian, however, is 
the experienced, knowledgeable Kimberly 
Mathewson. Her main job is sorting and 
cataloging books and audio/visual 
materials, keeping in mind our church 
mission. She depends on angels for 
donations but would like to connect with 
resources that would allow for a more 
organized and structured collection.  

She has spent time clearing the shelves, 
noting materials that are actively used and 
eliminating those not in line with our 
church mission. Eventually she would like 
to digitize the collection for better 
searchability. She hopes to have help with 
that and with the labeling from our 
administrator, Tejal Dholakia . 

Our library is available to anyone in their 
free and open search for truth. Make it an 
occasional stop on your Sunday mornings. 

Who are the People in Your 
(UUCR) Neighborhood? 
from the Church Change Task Force
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UU board Meeting Minutes 
June 12, 2017 
Board Members Present: Theresa Krieger, 
Herb Ogden, Kapi Reith, Diane Sander, 
Kevin Kiefaber, Sara Neller, Rev. Barbara 
Threet, Rebecca Mattis 
Committee on Ministry Liaison: Ed Safford 
Guests from Rutland Chapter NAACP: 
Tabitha Pohl-Moore, Lakeisha Brown, Reese 
Eldert-Moore  

Discussion about Fredrick Douglass July 4th 
reading with guests: Speech is about one 
hour long; discussed using edited version. 
Discussed showing films as well – Death in 
the Wilderness by Kevin Thorton and 
Divided by Diversity by Duane Carlton. 
Proposed presenting Fredrick Douglass 
speech on Saturday 7/8, the first movie 7/11, 
and the second movie 7/13 as a “Juneteenth 
in July” event. Motion Theresa Krieger/ 
Rebecca Mattis to sponsor “Juneteenth in 
July.” Passed unanimously. Tabitha and 
Kevin will work on the reading itself and 
editing and will bring 40+ copies of the 
script. Kevin will get sound system in place. 
Tabitha will bring fans for evening events. 
Rebecca will make flyers. Tabitha contacting 
directors about their films.  

Secretary's Report: Rebecca reports unable 
to read minutes in email attachments other 
than PDF. Motion Kapi Reith/ Kevin 
Kiefaber to accept minutes. Passed. 

Treasurer's Report: Diane will send out 
email to Board members to follow up on 
outstanding pledges that qualify for the 
m a t c h a n d w i l l s e n d o u t e m a i l t o 
congregation to see if anyone can up their 
pledge. We received a VQUUC grant for 
$1036. 

P r e s i d e n t ' s R e p o r t : T h e r e w a s a n 
Audiovisual training on 5/25. Computer 
installation was a success. There needs to be 
an agreed upon location for all of the 
accounts, user names, passwords. At the 

moment Tim Abraham is the repository for 
this. 

Minister's Comments: The Membership 
Committee is talking about some events for 
the upcoming year and will need to know 
coffee house dates. Rev. Barbara has 
accepted a 1/3 time position with the UU 
Congregation in Glens Falls. A new contract 
is in the works so that pastoral emergencies 
will be given priority. 

Committee and Task Force Reports: 
Buildings and Grounds: Kitchen stove- 
Waiting on word processed directions from 
Sara M. Exhaust fan- Ivan Smith contacted 
Rutland Regional Medical Center to see how 
it services a similar exhaust, but they do it in-
house. Ivan will have Tejal follow up on other 
contractors. (Peter Giancola told Herb Ogden 
he can't recommend someone to maintain 
the exhaust.) Overhead lighting in Sanctuary- 
J.P. Cass updated on proposal for LED 
lighting that would match the décor. 
Church Change Task Force: Will meet with 
Board at 8/5 retreat. 

Old Business:  
-Tejal will be out of the office for a month 
and we will need to check email. 
-UUA/ GA: Herb will contact Becky Eno to 
see if she's interested in voting for UUA 
president. Motion Theresa Krieger/ Kapi 
Reith to authorize Herb to appoint two 
members to vote, can include himself. 
Passed. 
-Archives: Five Star said no to us using their 
office space. We will use Rev. Barbara's 
office.  

New Business:  
-Discussed providing volunteers for film on 
refugees 6/20 at Paramount Theater. Kevin 
has signed up and Herb will likely volunteer.  
-Board Retreat is on 8/5. Will include 
updates from Church Change and Welcoming 
Congregation Task Forces.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Theresa Krieger 
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Upcoming Services: 
September 
Our minister, Rev. Barbara Threet, 
performs our service the second and 
fourth Sundays, most months this 
year. 

September 10th: Rev. Barbara Threet   
“Ingathering and  
Water Communion” 
This service will feature our traditional 
Water Ceremony, when we each share a bit 
of water from somewhere that was especially 
meaningful over this summer, be it a 

bountiful garden, a fabulous trip, a relaxing 
weekend, or a landmark event. There will be 
symbolic water in case you forget. But most 
importantly - we’ll all be worshipping 

together again on Sunday 
morning, after our less-
structured summer! 

September 17th: Herb 
Ogden 
“ M i c h a e l S e r v e t u s , 
Proto-Unitarian” 
How a Spanish Catholic 
p i c k e d u p e n o u g h o f 
Lutheranism to be pursued 
by the Catholic Inquisition, 
condemned by Protestants, 
and burned at the stake by 
John Calvin in Switzerland. 

September 24th: Kathy 
Harm 
“Silence” 
D o y o u f i n d s i l e n c e 
uncomfortable, a space to be 
filled, or do you find solace 
in silence? Can we use 
silence in more effective 
ways, through meditation, 
spir i tual pract ice , and 
interactions with others? 
The service will have periods 
of silence when we can 
contemplate the effect of 
silence on us. 
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Photo by Justin Reid

Art by Tomas Sanchez
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NEWS&VIEWS 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF RUTLAND 
117 West Street 
Rutland VT 05701

U p c o m i n g 
Events

September 1st Artists’ Reception for “Presence: the Human Form”

September 10th Water Communion

September 10th Sunday Service Committee meeting

September 13th OWL Parent Meeting

September 17th Soulful Singles luncheon

October 1st RE Sunday: Toolbox of Faith


